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This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Samuel Chapter 6 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

2 Samuel Chapter 6 narrates a pivotal moment in the history of Israel, focusing on King
David’s efforts to bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. This chapter highlights the
significance of the Ark as a symbol of God’s presence and the proper reverence due to it.
It also reveals the human elements of worship, obedience, and the consequences of
irreverence. Through this chapter, readers gain insight into the spiritual priorities of
David’s reign and the establishment of Jerusalem as the religious and political center of
Israel.

Context

The events of 2 Samuel 6 take place during King David’s consolidation of power over
Israel. After uniting the tribes and establishing his kingdom, David seeks to centralize
worship by bringing the Ark of the Covenant, which had been kept at various locations, to
Jerusalem. The Ark represented God’s covenant and presence among His people, making
its relocation a significant religious and political act. This chapter follows the earlier
military and political successes of David and sets the stage for Jerusalem’s rise as the
heart of Israelite worship and governance.

Outline

The chapter begins with David assembling a large group to transport the Ark from the
house of Abinadab. The initial attempt to move the Ark is marked by a tragic incident
involving Uzzah, who touches the Ark to steady it and is struck down by God. Following
this, David becomes fearful and temporarily halts the procession, leaving the Ark at the
house of Obed-Edom. After witnessing the blessings on Obed-Edom’s household, David
resumes the journey with renewed joy and reverence. The Ark is finally brought into
Jerusalem with great celebration, accompanied by music and dancing. The chapter
concludes with Michal, Saul’s daughter, expressing disdain for David’s exuberant worship,
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highlighting contrasting attitudes toward reverence and worship.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: David gathers thirty thousand chosen men to bring the Ark from the house of
Abinadab. The Ark is placed on a new cart, signaling an organized and celebratory effort to
relocate it. This movement reflects David’s intention to honor God publicly and establish
Jerusalem as the spiritual center.

Verses 4–7: As the Ark is being transported, Uzzah reaches out to steady it when the oxen
stumble. God’s immediate judgment on Uzzah for touching the Ark reveals the holiness of
God and the strict requirements for handling the sacred object. This event serves as a
solemn reminder of the need for obedience and reverence in approaching God.

Verses 8–11: David is initially afraid and angry after Uzzah’s death, and he decides to
pause the journey, leaving the Ark at the house of Obed-Edom. The Ark’s presence blesses
Obed-Edom’s household, demonstrating God’s favor and presence. This pause allows
David to reconsider the proper way to honor God.

Verses 12–15: Encouraged by the blessings on Obed-Edom’s home, David resumes the
procession with great joy and celebration. He leads the people in dancing and singing
before the Lord, emphasizing worship as a heartfelt and communal expression of devotion.

Verses 16–19: The Ark arrives in Jerusalem, and David offers sacrifices and blessings. The
chapter notes the joy and enthusiasm of the people, underscoring the communal nature of
worship and the significance of the Ark’s presence in the city.

Verses 20–23: Michal, Saul’s daughter and David’s wife, criticizes David for his uninhibited
dancing and worship. David responds by affirming that his worship is directed to the Lord,
who chose him to lead Israel. This exchange highlights differing attitudes toward worship
and the importance of sincerity over outward appearances.

Key Themes

The holiness of God and reverence in worship are central themes, demonstrated by the
incident with Uzzah. The Ark symbolizes God’s presence and covenant, making it a focal
point of Israel’s identity. Joyful and sincere worship is emphasized through David’s dancing
and celebration, contrasting with Michal’s critical attitude. The chapter also explores the
tension between human understanding and divine requirements, as David learns to
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approach God with the proper respect. Lastly, the blessings associated with the Ark’s
presence affirm God’s favor upon those who honor Him rightly.

Cross-References

The Ark’s significance is established in Exodus 25, where God commands its construction
and details its holiness. The tragic death of Uzzah parallels similar warnings in Numbers 4
about who may handle the Ark. David’s joyful worship echoes the Psalms, particularly
Psalm 149 and Psalm 150, which celebrate exuberant praise. Michal’s disdain contrasts
with the attitude of the Levites in 1 Chronicles 15, who carried the Ark with reverence and
joy. The theme of God’s presence blessing His people is also seen in Joshua 3, where the
Ark leads Israel across the Jordan.

Application

This chapter challenges believers to approach God with reverence and obedience,
recognizing His holiness. It encourages joyful and sincere worship that honors God
wholeheartedly, without concern for human judgment. The story of Uzzah warns against
casual or irreverent attitudes toward sacred things, reminding us to respect God’s
standards. David’s example shows that worship can be expressive and uninhibited when
rooted in genuine love for God. Additionally, the blessings on Obed-Edom’s household
encourage faithfulness in receiving God’s presence. Believers today can reflect on their
own worship practices and attitudes toward God’s presence in their lives.

Summary

2 Samuel 6 recounts the significant event of bringing the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem, highlighting the holiness of God, the importance of reverence, and the joy of
worship. The chapter teaches that God’s presence demands respect and obedience, yet
also invites heartfelt celebration. David’s leadership in worship sets a pattern for sincere
devotion, while the contrasting response of Michal warns against critical attitudes toward
genuine praise. Ultimately, the chapter affirms that honoring God rightly brings His
blessing and establishes a foundation for worship in Israel’s capital.
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