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This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Samuel Chapter 21 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

2 Samuel Chapter 21 presents a complex and challenging passage within the narrative of
King David’s reign. It addresses themes of justice, retribution, and the consequences of
broken covenants. This chapter reveals the aftermath of a famine in Israel and how David
seeks to resolve it through uncovering and addressing past wrongs. It also recounts
episodes of conflict with the Philistines, highlighting the ongoing struggles faced by David
and his kingdom. This study guide aims to explore the chapter’s content, context, and
theological significance to deepen understanding and application.

Context

2 Samuel is part of the historical books that describe the establishment and consolidation
of the monarchy in Israel. Chapter 21 occurs near the end of David’s reign, a time marked
by both political stability and unresolved tensions. The famine mentioned in this chapter is
linked to a divine judgment for Saul’s actions against the Gibeonites, a group bound by a
treaty with Israel. This chapter also reflects the ongoing conflicts with the Philistines,
Israel’s persistent enemies. Understanding the historical and covenantal background is
essential to grasp the significance of David’s decisions and the events recorded here.

Outline

The chapter begins with the famine in Israel and David’s inquiry into its cause, leading to
the discovery of Saul’s breach of covenant with the Gibeonites. David negotiates with the
Gibeonites to make amends, which involves the execution of Saul’s descendants. The
narrative then shifts to recount battles with the Philistines, highlighting the exploits of
David’s warriors and the deaths of several giants. The chapter closes with a summary
statement about David’s military successes and the conclusion of these events.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: The chapter opens with a famine lasting three years. David seeks divine
guidance and learns that the famine is due to Saul’s violation of a treaty with the
Gibeonites. This sets the stage for addressing past injustices to restore God’s favor.

Verses 4–6: David consults the Gibeonites on how to make restitution. They demand the
execution of seven of Saul’s male descendants, which David agrees to, demonstrating the
seriousness of covenant faithfulness and the consequences of Saul’s actions.

Verses 7–9: The execution of the seven descendants is carried out, including
Mephibosheth, the son of Saul’s son Jonathan. This act is a somber reminder of the cost of
broken promises and the importance of justice in leadership.

Verses 10–14: The narrative shifts to the account of Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, who mourns
and protects the bodies of the executed from scavengers. David responds by giving the
executed proper burial, showing respect and closure for the tragedy.

Verses 15–22: The chapter concludes with a series of battles against the Philistines,
highlighting the valor of David’s warriors and the defeat of several giants. These accounts
emphasize God’s continued support for David’s reign and the military prowess of his men.

Verse 23: The chapter ends by noting that these events occurred during David’s lifetime,
underscoring the historical reality and significance of these episodes in his reign.

Key Themes

One key theme is the importance of covenant faithfulness. The famine is directly linked to
Saul’s violation of a treaty, illustrating that God’s blessings depend on honoring
commitments. Another theme is justice and retribution, as David seeks to rectify past
wrongs even when costly. The chapter also highlights mourning and respect for the dead,
seen in Rizpah’s devotion and David’s burial of the executed. Finally, the ongoing conflict
with the Philistines reflects the persistent struggle between God’s people and their
enemies, underscoring reliance on divine support in warfare.

Cross-References

The covenant with the Gibeonites is originally found in Joshua 9, where Israel makes a
treaty with them. The consequences of Saul’s breach are echoed in 1 Chronicles 20, which
recounts similar events. The theme of covenant faithfulness is central throughout the Old
Testament, including passages like Deuteronomy 28, which outlines blessings and curses
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based on obedience. The battles with the Philistines recall earlier conflicts in 1 Samuel and
foreshadow ongoing struggles in later books. Rizpah’s mourning is a poignant example of
loyalty and grief, comparable to other biblical accounts of mourning such as in 2 Samuel
12.

Application

This chapter challenges believers to consider the seriousness of covenant commitments
and the consequences of breaking them. It calls for integrity and justice in leadership and
personal conduct. The story of Rizpah encourages compassion and faithful mourning in
times of loss. The military accounts remind believers of the importance of courage and
reliance on God’s strength in facing adversities. Overall, 2 Samuel 21 invites reflection on
how past actions affect present circumstances and the need for repentance and
restoration to experience God’s blessing.

Summary

2 Samuel Chapter 21 reveals the consequences of Saul’s broken covenant with the
Gibeonites, resulting in famine and requiring David to make difficult reparations. It also
recounts significant battles with the Philistines, illustrating the ongoing challenges faced
by Israel under David’s leadership. The chapter highlights themes of justice, covenant
faithfulness, mourning, and divine support. Through this study, readers gain insight into
the complexities of leadership, the importance of honoring commitments, and the
enduring faithfulness of God amidst human failures.
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