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This study guide provides an educational overview of 2 Kings Chapter 4 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

2 Kings Chapter 4 presents a series of miraculous events performed by the prophet Elisha,
highlighting God’s provision, power, and compassion through His servant. This chapter
reveals God’s concern for the vulnerable and His ability to meet needs in extraordinary
ways. It encourages believers to trust in God’s provision and to recognize His presence in
everyday life.

Context

This chapter is set during the ministry of Elisha, the prophet who succeeded Elijah in the
northern kingdom of Israel. Elisha’s miracles demonstrate God’s ongoing work through His
prophet to sustain and protect His people amid political instability and spiritual decline.
The events occur in a time when the nation faced threats from surrounding enemies, yet
God’s power was evident through Elisha’s ministry. The chapter follows earlier narratives
that establish Elisha as a man of God who performs signs and wonders to confirm his
prophetic authority.

Outline

The chapter opens with the story of a widow in desperate need, whose oil is miraculously
multiplied to pay off debts. This is followed by the account of Elisha’s interaction with a
wealthy woman who offers hospitality and receives the promise of a son. The narrative
then shifts to the miraculous birth of that son, his sudden illness, and Elisha’s prayerful
intervention to restore him to life. The final section describes the purification of poisoned
stew and the miraculous feeding of a hundred men with a small amount of food,
demonstrating God’s provision and care for the community.

Verse-by-Verse Study

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



Verses 1–3: A widow of one of the prophets appeals to Elisha for help because her
husband’s debts threaten her sons’ freedom. This sets the stage for a demonstration of
God’s provision through Elisha.

Verses 4–7: Elisha instructs the widow to gather empty vessels and fill them with her small
supply of oil. The oil miraculously multiplies until all vessels are filled, enabling her to pay
debts and live on the remainder.

Verses 8–10: A Shunammite woman shows hospitality to Elisha, providing a room for him.
In gratitude, Elisha promises that she will have a son, despite her husband’s old age.

Verses 11–17: The woman conceives and bears a son as promised. This section
emphasizes the fulfillment of God’s word through Elisha’s prophetic ministry.

Verses 18–20: The child grows but suddenly falls ill and dies. The Shunammite woman
seeks Elisha’s help, demonstrating faith and desperation.

Verses 21–37: Elisha prays and performs a series of actions that result in the child’s
resurrection. This miracle highlights God’s power over life and death through His prophet.

Verses 38–41: During a famine, Elisha purifies a pot of poisonous stew by adding flour,
making it safe to eat. This act reassures the people of God’s care in times of scarcity.

Verses 42–44: A man brings twenty loaves and some grain to Elisha, who miraculously
feeds a hundred men with this small amount of food, with leftovers remaining. This miracle
echoes themes of God’s abundant provision.

Key Themes

God’s provision is a central theme, demonstrated through the multiplication of oil and
food. These miracles show that God meets both physical and spiritual needs in abundance.
Faith and hospitality are also emphasized, as seen in the widow’s trust and the
Shunammite woman’s generosity. The power of prayer and God’s sovereignty over life and
death are evident in the resurrection of the child. Lastly, God’s care for the community
during hardship underscores His compassion and faithfulness.

Cross-References

The multiplication of oil parallels the earlier miracle of Elijah multiplying the widow’s oil in
1 Kings 17. The resurrection of the Shunammite’s son recalls Elijah’s raising of the widow’s

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



son in 1 Kings 17. The feeding of the multitude with limited food anticipates New
Testament accounts of Jesus feeding the five thousand. These connections highlight
continuity in God’s miraculous provision and power through His prophets and ultimately
through Christ.

Application

Believers today can learn to trust God’s provision even in desperate circumstances, as the
widow did. Hospitality and generosity, like that of the Shunammite woman, open doors for
God’s blessings. The power of prayer is a vital reminder to seek God’s intervention in
times of need. This chapter encourages faith in God’s ability to bring life where there is
death and to provide abundantly beyond human expectation. It also challenges believers
to be instruments of God’s provision and care within their communities.

Summary

2 Kings Chapter 4 showcases God’s miraculous provision and power through Elisha’s
ministry. From multiplying oil and food to raising a child from the dead, these stories
affirm God’s compassion and sovereignty. The chapter encourages faith, hospitality, and
prayer, reminding believers that God is attentive to their needs and able to provide
abundantly. It serves as a powerful testimony to God’s ongoing work in the lives of His
people.
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