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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 5 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 5 presents a dramatic episode in the history of Israel involving the Ark
of the Covenant after it was captured by the Philistines. This chapter reveals the power
and holiness of God through the experiences of the Philistine cities of Ashdod and its
neighbors. It highlights how God’s presence cannot be contained or controlled by human
hands, especially those who do not honor Him. This study guide will explore the events,
theological implications, and practical lessons found in this chapter.

Context

The Ark of the Covenant, symbolizing God’s presence among His people, had been
captured by the Philistines during a battle with Israel. Prior to chapter 5, the Ark was taken
from the Israelites and brought into the Philistine city of Ashdod. The Philistines, a
powerful and often hostile group, sought to use the Ark as a trophy or a divine weapon
against Israel. However, the narrative reveals that God’s power is not subject to human
manipulation. This chapter follows the Ark’s arrival in Ashdod and the immediate
consequences that befell the Philistines.

Outline

The chapter begins with the Ark being placed in the temple of Dagon, the Philistine god, in
Ashdod. The next section describes the miraculous downfall of Dagon’s statue,
symbolizing the superiority of the God of Israel. Following this, the narrative recounts the
outbreak of a severe plague among the people of Ashdod and its surrounding areas,
causing great distress. The chapter concludes with the Philistines deciding to move the Ark
to another city in hopes of escaping the calamity.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: The Ark is brought into the temple of Dagon in Ashdod and placed beside the
statue of Dagon. The next morning, the statue of Dagon is found fallen on its face before
the Ark, showing a clear sign of divine judgment. The priests of Dagon set the statue back
up, but the following day, it has fallen again, this time with its head and hands broken off,
lying on the threshold. This illustrates the impotence of the Philistine god in the presence
of the true God.

Verses 4–5: The Lord’s power manifests further as the people of Ashdod experience a
severe affliction. The Lord’s hand is heavy upon them, and tumors break out on the
people, causing widespread suffering. This plague demonstrates God’s holiness and
judgment against those who disrespect His covenant symbol.

Verses 6–9: The affliction spreads to the neighboring city of Gath, where even the rulers
are stricken with the same tumors. The people of Ekron cry out for help, fearing the same
fate. The Ark becomes a source of terror rather than triumph for the Philistines, forcing
them to reconsider their treatment of it.

Verse 10: The chapter closes with the Philistines deciding to move the Ark from Ashdod to
another city, Ekron, hoping to escape the devastating effects of God’s presence. This
decision reflects their fear and acknowledgment that the God of Israel is powerful beyond
their control.

Key Themes

One major theme is the sovereignty and holiness of God. The Ark, representing God’s
presence, brings judgment upon those who treat it irreverently. The downfall of Dagon’s
statue underscores the futility of idolatry before the true God. Another theme is divine
justice, as the plagues and afflictions serve as corrective measures against the Philistines’
disrespect. The chapter also highlights the fear and awe that God’s power inspires, even
among His enemies, emphasizing that God’s presence cannot be manipulated or
contained.

Cross-References

The events in 1 Samuel 5 connect with several other biblical passages. The Ark’s capture
recalls the battles in Joshua 7 where the Ark was central to Israel’s victories. The judgment
on Dagon echoes the theme of God’s supremacy over idols found in Isaiah 46:1-2. The
affliction of tumors parallels the plagues in Exodus, showing God’s power to punish.
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Additionally, the fear of God’s presence in this chapter anticipates the reverence
expressed in later texts such as Hebrews 12:28-29, which calls believers to worship God
with reverence and awe.

Application

This chapter challenges believers to recognize the holiness and power of God in their lives.
It warns against taking God’s presence lightly or attempting to manipulate spiritual
realities for personal gain. The story encourages reverence and respect for God’s holiness,
reminding us that His power is not to be treated casually. It also invites reflection on the
futility of idolatry and misplaced trust. In practical terms, believers are called to honor God
sincerely and trust in His sovereignty rather than relying on human strength or false gods.

Summary

1 Samuel Chapter 5 vividly illustrates the power of God over false gods and the
consequences of disrespecting His presence. The Ark’s capture by the Philistines leads to
divine judgment manifested through the downfall of Dagon’s statue and a devastating
plague. The chapter reveals that God’s holiness demands reverence and that His power
cannot be contained or controlled by human hands. This narrative serves as a powerful
reminder of God’s sovereignty and calls believers to honor Him with fear and respect.
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