
Study Guide: 1 Samuel – Chapter 3

Verses 4–5: Samuel hears a voice calling his name. Mistaking it for Eli, he runs to him. This
happens three times, highlighting Samuel’s initial confusion and the human element in
divine encounters.

Verses 6–10: After the third call, Eli realizes that God is calling the boy and instructs
Samuel to respond with “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” Samuel obeys,
marking his first direct communication with God.

Verses 11–14: God reveals to Samuel a message of judgment against Eli’s household due
to the corruption and disobedience of Eli’s sons. This prophecy signals the end of Eli’s
priestly line and the consequences of failing to uphold God’s standards.

Verses 15–18: Samuel shares the vision with Eli, who accepts God’s judgment with
humility and resignation. This exchange underscores Eli’s recognition of divine authority
despite personal loss.

Verses 19–21: The chapter concludes by affirming that Samuel’s prophetic word was
confirmed by God, and that Samuel’s reputation grew throughout Israel. The Lord
continued to reveal Himself to Samuel, establishing him as a trusted prophet.

Key Themes

One major theme is the call and obedience to God. Samuel’s willingness to listen and
respond exemplifies the ideal relationship between God and His servants. Another theme
is the judgment of God against unfaithfulness, as seen in the pronouncement against Eli’s
family. The chapter also highlights the transition from a time of spiritual silence to
renewed prophetic revelation, emphasizing God’s sovereignty in raising leaders. Finally,
the importance of mentorship and guidance is evident in Eli’s role in teaching Samuel how
to respond to God’s call.

Cross-References

The calling of Samuel parallels other biblical call narratives such as Moses in Exodus 3 and
Isaiah in Isaiah 6, where God initiates contact with a servant for a specific mission. The
judgment on Eli’s house echoes themes found in the stories of Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus
10) and King Saul’s rejection (1 Samuel 15), illustrating consequences of disobedience.
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Samuel’s role as prophet and judge foreshadows the prophetic ministry of Elijah and
Elisha. Additionally, the phrase “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” is echoed in the
New Testament in the attitude of Mary’s submission to God’s will (Luke 1:38).

Application

Believers today can learn from Samuel’s example of attentiveness and obedience to God’s
voice. In times when God’s guidance seems rare or unclear, patience and openness
remain essential. The story encourages spiritual mentors to guide younger believers in
recognizing and responding to God’s call. It also serves as a warning about the
consequences of neglecting God’s standards, urging personal integrity and faithfulness.
Finally, the chapter invites reflection on how God continues to communicate with His
people and calls them to participate in His purposes.

Summary

1 Samuel Chapter 3 introduces Samuel’s prophetic calling during a time of spiritual silence
in Israel. Through a series of divine encounters, Samuel learns to recognize and respond to
God’s voice, receiving a message of judgment against Eli’s family. This chapter marks the
beginning of Samuel’s influential ministry and the restoration of prophetic revelation in
Israel. It highlights themes of obedience, divine judgment, mentorship, and God’s ongoing
communication with His people, offering timeless lessons for faith and leadership.

Study Guide: 1 Samuel – Chapter 3

This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 3 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 3 marks a pivotal moment in the biblical narrative, introducing the
prophet Samuel as a key figure in Israel’s history. This chapter reveals how God calls
Samuel during his youth, setting the stage for his future role as a prophet, priest, and
judge. It highlights the importance of listening to God’s voice and responding obediently, a
theme that resonates throughout Scripture and remains relevant for believers today.

Context
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The book of 1 Samuel transitions from the period of the judges to the establishment of
monarchy in Israel. Prior to chapter 3, the narrative focuses on the decline of Eli’s priestly
house and the spiritual decline of the nation. Samuel, a young boy dedicated to the Lord
by his mother Hannah, serves under Eli in the tabernacle at Shiloh. The chapter occurs
during a time when “the word of the Lord was rare” and “visions were not widespread,”
emphasizing the spiritual dryness and lack of prophetic communication in Israel. This
setting underscores the significance of God’s direct call to Samuel.

Outline

The chapter begins with a description of the spiritual climate and Samuel’s service under
Eli. It then narrates the repeated calling of Samuel by God during the night, initially
misunderstood as Eli’s voice. Upon realization, Eli instructs Samuel on how to respond.
God reveals to Samuel a message of judgment against Eli’s family, marking Samuel’s first
prophetic revelation. The chapter concludes with Samuel’s growing recognition as a
prophet throughout Israel, establishing his authority and the beginning of a new era in
Israel’s spiritual leadership.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens by setting the scene, noting the rarity of God’s word and
visions at that time. Samuel is serving under Eli, lying down in the temple where the Ark of
God is kept. The darkness and silence emphasize the spiritual dormancy in Israel.

Verses 4–5: Samuel hears a voice calling his name. Mistaking it for Eli, he runs to him. This
happens three times, highlighting Samuel’s initial confusion and the human element in
divine encounters.

Verses 6–10: After the third call, Eli realizes that God is calling the boy and instructs
Samuel to respond with “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” Samuel obeys,
marking his first direct communication with God.

Verses 11–14: God reveals to Samuel a message of judgment against Eli’s household due
to the corruption and disobedience of Eli’s sons. This prophecy signals the end of Eli’s
priestly line and the consequences of failing to uphold God’s standards.

Verses 15–18: Samuel shares the vision with Eli, who accepts God’s judgment with
humility and resignation. This exchange underscores Eli’s recognition of divine authority
despite personal loss.
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Verses 19–21: The chapter concludes by affirming that Samuel’s prophetic word was
confirmed by God, and that Samuel’s reputation grew throughout Israel. The Lord
continued to reveal Himself to Samuel, establishing him as a trusted prophet.

Key Themes

One major theme is the call and obedience to God. Samuel’s willingness to listen and
respond exemplifies the ideal relationship between God and His servants. Another theme
is the judgment of God against unfaithfulness, as seen in the pronouncement against Eli’s
family. The chapter also highlights the transition from a time of spiritual silence to
renewed prophetic revelation, emphasizing God’s sovereignty in raising leaders. Finally,
the importance of mentorship and guidance is evident in Eli’s role in teaching Samuel how
to respond to God’s call.

Cross-References

The calling of Samuel parallels other biblical call narratives such as Moses in Exodus 3 and
Isaiah in Isaiah 6, where God initiates contact with a servant for a specific mission. The
judgment on Eli’s house echoes themes found in the stories of Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus
10) and King Saul’s rejection (1 Samuel 15), illustrating consequences of disobedience.
Samuel’s role as prophet and judge foreshadows the prophetic ministry of Elijah and
Elisha. Additionally, the phrase “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” is echoed in the
New Testament in the attitude of Mary’s submission to God’s will (Luke 1:38).

Application

Believers today can learn from Samuel’s example of attentiveness and obedience to God’s
voice. In times when God’s guidance seems rare or unclear, patience and openness
remain essential. The story encourages spiritual mentors to guide younger believers in
recognizing and responding to God’s call. It also serves as a warning about the
consequences of neglecting God’s standards, urging personal integrity and faithfulness.
Finally, the chapter invites reflection on how God continues to communicate with His
people and calls them to participate in His purposes.

Summary

1 Samuel Chapter 3 introduces Samuel’s prophetic calling during a time of spiritual silence
in Israel. Through a series of divine encounters, Samuel learns to recognize and respond to
God’s voice, receiving a message of judgment against Eli’s family. This chapter marks the
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beginning of Samuel’s influential ministry and the restoration of prophetic revelation in
Israel. It highlights themes of obedience, divine judgment, mentorship, and God’s ongoing
communication with His people, offering timeless lessons for faith and leadership.
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