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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 2 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 2 presents a profound and poetic prayer of Hannah, the mother of
Samuel, expressing her gratitude to God for answering her prayers. This chapter marks a
pivotal moment in Israel’s history, highlighting themes of divine justice, the reversal of
human fortunes, and the establishment of God’s covenantal purposes. It also introduces
the corrupt behavior of Eli’s sons, setting the stage for significant changes in Israel’s
spiritual leadership. This study guide will explore the chapter’s rich theological insights
and practical applications for believers today.

Context

The chapter follows the narrative of Hannah’s heartfelt prayer after God grants her a son,
Samuel, whom she dedicates to the Lord’s service. This prayer is recorded in the
sanctuary at Shiloh, where Eli serves as the high priest. The chapter contrasts Hannah's
faithful devotion with the corrupt practices of Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who are
abusing their priestly privileges. The historical setting is during the period of the Judges, a
time of moral and spiritual decline in Israel, which underscores the need for God’s
intervention and leadership through Samuel.

Outline

The chapter begins with Hannah'’s prayer of praise and thanksgiving, celebrating God's
sovereignty and justice. It moves into a declaration of God’s power to exalt the humble
and bring down the proud. The middle section contrasts the fate of the faithful with the
wicked, emphasizing God’s judgment. The chapter concludes with a narrative shift to Eli's
sons, highlighting their sinful behavior and Eli’s failure to restrain them, which
foreshadows divine judgment on their household.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Hannah opens with a song of joy, proclaiming the Lord’s holiness and the
unique blessings He bestows on His people. She acknowledges that there is no one holy
like the Lord and celebrates His power to save and sustain life.

Verses 4-8: These verses express the theme of divine reversal, where the weak are
strengthened and the proud are humbled. God is depicted as the one who controls life and
death, poverty and wealth, emphasizing His sovereign rule over all circumstances.

Verses 9-10: Hannah declares that those who oppose the Lord will be shattered, while
those who serve Him will be upheld. She anticipates the coming of a faithful priestly
leader, a prophetic figure who will bring salvation and honor to God’s people.

Verses 11-17: The narrative shifts to Eli's sons, who are described as corrupt and
disrespectful toward the Lord’s offerings. Their behavior contrasts sharply with Hannah’s
devotion and highlights the spiritual decay within the priesthood.

Verses 18-21: Samuel, now a young boy, is ministering before the Lord, showing his
faithful service and the blessing of God upon him and his family. This section underscores
the theme of God raising faithful servants.

Verses 22-26: Eli confronts his sons about their sinful actions, but they refuse to listen.
Their continued rebellion signifies the growing crisis in Israel’s spiritual leadership and the
impending judgment.

Verses 27-36: A man of God delivers a prophetic message to Eli, pronouncing judgment on
his household because of his failure to restrain his sons. This oracle foretells the downfall
of Eli’'s family and the rise of a faithful priesthood, pointing toward the future
establishment of God’s covenantal order.

Key Themes

One of the central themes is the sovereignty of God in raising the humble and bringing
down the proud. Hannah's prayer celebrates God’s justice and His control over life's
circumstances. Another important theme is the contrast between faithful devotion and
corrupt leadership, highlighting the consequences of sin in positions of spiritual authority.
The chapter also emphasizes the importance of obedience and the faithfulness of God in
fulfilling His promises, as seen in the dedication of Samuel. Finally, the prophetic judgment
against Eli's house points to the necessity of accountability and the hope for restoration
through God’s chosen servants.
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Cross-References

The themes of divine reversal echo throughout Scripture, such as in Luke 1:52-53 where
Mary’s Magnificat reflects similar ideas. The corruption of Eli’s sons and the judgment
upon them find parallels in the warnings against unfaithful priests in Ezekiel 34 and
Jeremiah 23. The faithfulness of Samuel as a servant of God is reminiscent of the call of
prophets like Jeremiah and Isaiah. Hannah’s prayer also prefigures the Psalms of praise
and thanksgiving, particularly Psalm 113 and 146, which celebrate God’s justice and care
for the humble.

Application

Believers today can learn from Hannah's example of heartfelt prayer and dedication to
God. Her trust in God’s sovereignty encourages us to rely on Him in times of need and to
praise Him for His faithfulness. The chapter challenges us to examine our own spiritual
leadership and integrity, warning against complacency and corruption. It reminds us that
God values humility and obedience over outward appearances or status. Furthermore, the
prophetic message to Eli’'s household calls for accountability in our communities and
personal lives. We are encouraged to serve faithfully, like Samuel, and to trust God’s
timing in raising up leaders who honor Him.

Summary

1 Samuel Chapter 2 is a rich passage that combines a powerful prayer of praise with a
sobering narrative about spiritual failure and divine judgment. Hannah’s song celebrates
God’s justice, power, and faithfulness, while the account of Eli's sons reveals the
consequences of disobedience and corruption. The chapter sets the stage for the rise of
Samuel as a faithful servant and prophet, highlighting the ongoing theme of God’s
sovereign intervention in human history. This chapter invites believers to trust in God's
justice, pursue holiness, and remain faithful in service to Him.
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