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Study Guide: 1 Samuel - Chapter 22

This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 22 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 22 presents a pivotal moment in the life of David as he flees from King
Saul. This chapter reveals the formation of David’s early followers, his refuge in the cave
of Adullam, and the tragic events involving the priests of Nob. It highlights themes of
loyalty, fear, divine protection, and the consequences of Saul’s jealousy. This study guide
aims to explore the chapter’s narrative, theological insights, and practical applications for
believers today.

Context

The events of 1 Samuel 22 occur during a turbulent period when Saul, Israel’s first king,
becomes increasingly hostile toward David. David, once a favored servant and warrior in
Saul’s court, is now a fugitive. Prior chapters describe David’s rise and Saul’s growing
paranoia. This chapter follows David’s escape to the wilderness and sets the stage for his
eventual kingship. It also reflects the political and spiritual unrest in Israel, where loyalty is
divided and God’s anointed is pursued unjustly.

Outline

The chapter begins with David seeking refuge in the cave of Adullam, where he gathers a
group of distressed and discontented men who become his followers. Next, David moves
to Mizpah in Moab, securing protection for his family. The narrative then shifts to Saul’s
suspicion and violent reaction against the priests of Nob, whom he accuses of aiding
David. Saul orders their massacre through Doeg the Edomite, leading to a tragic loss of
innocent lives. The chapter concludes with Abiathar, a surviving priest, joining David, thus
linking David to the priestly line and God’s guidance.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: David finds refuge in the cave of Adullam. Those who are in distress, in debt,
or discontented gather around him, symbolizing how God often uses the marginalized to
fulfill His purposes. This group becomes the nucleus of David’s future army.

Verses 4-5: David sends his parents to the king of Moab for safety. This shows David’s
concern for his family and his strategic use of alliances, even with foreign nations, to
protect them.

Verses 6-7: The prophet Gad advises David to leave the stronghold and go to the land of
Judah. This divine guidance indicates that God is actively directing David’s path despite his
fugitive status.

Verses 8-9: Saul becomes aware of David’s whereabouts and summons Ahimelech, the
priest at Nob. Saul’s suspicion grows, and he questions Ahimelech about David’s presence
and intentions.

Verses 10-16: Ahimelech explains that he provided David with food and Goliath’s sword
but was unaware of David’s fugitive status. Saul accuses Ahimelech of conspiracy,
reflecting his deep paranoia and injustice.

Verses 17-19: Doeg the Edomite, Saul’s chief herdsman, reports to Saul that Ahimelech
aided David. This betrayal sets the stage for a tragic outcome, demonstrating the dangers
of disloyalty and opportunism.

Verses 20-23: Saul orders Doeg to kill the priests of Nob. Doeg executes the command,
slaughtering eighty-five priests and destroying the city of Nob. This massacre is one of the
darkest moments in Saul’s reign, highlighting his descent into cruelty.

Verses 24-25: Abiathar, son of Ahimelech, escapes and flees to David. His arrival links
David to the priestly line and provides spiritual support, signifying God’s continued
presence with David.

Key Themes

One major theme is refuge and protection. David’s retreat to the cave of Adullam
symbolizes God’s provision for those in distress. Another theme is loyalty and betrayal, as
seen in the contrasting actions of David’s followers and Doeg’s treachery. The chapter also
explores divine guidance through the prophet Gad and the importance of priestly support
in David’s mission. Lastly, the consequences of fear and jealousy are evident in Saul’s
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violent response, illustrating the destructive power of unchecked emotions.

Cross-References

David’s refuge in the cave of Adullam recalls Psalm 142, where he cries out to God from
this place of hiding. The massacre of the priests parallels the later destruction of the
temple and the suffering of God’s servants, as seen in 2 Samuel 21. Abiathar’s role as
priest connects to the broader priestly lineage found in Exodus and Leviticus. Saul’s
paranoia and downfall are echoed in 1 Samuel 18 and 28, where his fear drives him further
from God’s favor. The theme of God using the marginalized is consistent with passages
like 1 Corinthians 1:27 and James 2:5.

Application

This chapter encourages believers to trust God’s protection during times of distress and
uncertainty. David’'s example shows the importance of surrounding oneself with faithful
companions who share a common purpose. It also warns against the destructive effects of
jealousy and fear, urging self-examination and reliance on God’s justice rather than
personal vengeance. The role of Abiathar reminds us to seek spiritual guidance and
maintain a close relationship with God, especially when facing trials. Finally, the story
challenges us to respond with compassion rather than suspicion toward those who are
vulnerable or different.

Summary

1 Samuel 22 captures a critical phase in David’s journey from fugitive to king. It reveals
the formation of his loyal followers, the tragic consequences of Saul’s jealousy, and the
sustaining presence of God through priestly support. The chapter teaches lessons about
refuge, loyalty, divine guidance, and the dangers of unchecked fear. As believers reflect
on this passage, they are reminded to trust God’s protection, seek faithful community, and
respond to adversity with faith and integrity.
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