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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Samuel Chapter 10 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Samuel Chapter 10 marks a pivotal moment in the history of Israel as it introduces the
anointing of Saul as the first king of Israel. This chapter captures the divine selection and
commissioning of Saul by the prophet Samuel, highlighting God’s sovereign choice and the
initial signs that confirm Saul’s calling. It sets the stage for the transition from the period
of judges to the monarchy, a significant shift in Israel’s governance and spiritual journey.

Context

The book of 1 Samuel records Israel’s transition from tribal confederation under judges to
a centralized monarchy. Prior to this chapter, Israel was facing increasing threats from
surrounding nations, and the people demanded a king to lead them like other nations.
Samuel, the last judge and prophet, was instructed by God to anoint a king despite his
personal reservations. Chapter 10 follows Samuel’s private anointing of Saul and
introduces the initial public confirmation of Saul’s kingship, emphasizing God’s guidance
and the prophetic empowerment that accompanies Saul’s new role.

Outline

The chapter begins with Samuel anointing Saul privately and giving him specific
instructions and signs to confirm his divine appointment. Following this, Saul is told that
the Spirit of the Lord will come upon him, enabling him to prophesy and be transformed in
character. The narrative then recounts Saul’s encounter with a group of prophets, where
he unexpectedly joins in their prophetic activity, further affirming his calling. The chapter
concludes with Saul’s public presentation to the people and their initial reaction, which is
mixed and sets the tone for his complex reign.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: Samuel anoints Saul with oil, symbolizing God’s selection and empowerment.
Samuel’s words emphasize that Saul is chosen by God and will lead His people. The
instructions given include signs Saul will encounter, confirming God’s presence and
guidance.

Verses 4-7: Saul is told to meet two men near Rachel’s tomb who will inform him about
the donkeys he was searching for and that his father has stopped worrying about them.
This shows God'’s providential control over details in Saul’s life.

Verses 8-10: Saul is instructed to go to the hill of God, where a group of prophets will meet
him. The Spirit of the Lord will come upon Saul, and he will prophesy with them, indicating
a supernatural confirmation of his calling and a transformation in his character.

Verses 11-13: Saul’s prophetic activity astonishes the people who know him, as he was
previously seen as an ordinary man. This unexpected behavior serves as a sign that God
has truly chosen him, and it confounds those who question his suitability.

Verses 14-16: Samuel reminds Saul that the kingdom is not yet fully established and that
Saul must wait for the appointed time. This serves as a caution against impatience and a
reminder of God’s timing in leadership.

Verses 17-24: Samuel publicly addresses the people, recounting Israel’s history and the
reasons for demanding a king. He calls for the people to present themselves by tribes to
choose their king. Saul is selected by lot from the tribe of Benjamin, and his identity is
confirmed to the people. Despite some initial skepticism, Saul is accepted as king, though
his reign will be marked by challenges.

Key Themes

Divine Sovereignty: The chapter emphasizes that God is the ultimate authority in choosing
Israel’s king. Saul’s anointing is not a human decision but a divine appointment.

Prophetic Confirmation: The Spirit of the Lord coming upon Saul and his prophesying serve
as divine confirmation of his calling, illustrating the close relationship between God’s Spirit
and leadership.

Transformation and Empowerment: Saul’s transformation from a seemingly ordinary man
to a prophetic figure highlights the power of God to equip and change those He calls.
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God’s Timing: The reminder that Saul must wait for the kingdom'’s full establishment
teaches the importance of patience and trust in God’s timing.

Human Response: The mixed reaction of the people to Saul’s kingship reflects the
complexities of leadership and the challenges of transition in God’s plan.

Cross-References

The anointing of Saul parallels the anointing of David in 1 Samuel 16, where God’s Spirit
also comes upon the chosen king, signifying divine empowerment for leadership.

The prophetic activity Saul experiences echoes the experiences of other biblical figures
empowered by the Spirit, such as Moses and Elijah, who also demonstrated God’s power
through prophecy.

The demand for a king by the Israelites in 1 Samuel 8 provides the background for Saul’s
anointing, showing the people’s desire to be like other nations despite God’s warnings.

The concept of anointing as a sign of divine appointment is seen throughout the Old
Testament, including in the anointing of priests and kings, symbolizing God’s choice and
blessing.

The Spirit’'s empowerment for leadership is further developed in the New Testament,
where believers are called to be led by the Spirit in their roles and ministries.

Application

This chapter challenges believers to recognize God’s sovereignty in leadership and life
decisions. Just as Saul was chosen and empowered by God, Christians are called to seek
God’s guidance and empowerment through the Holy Spirit in their daily walk and service.

The transformation Saul experienced reminds us that God can equip anyone He calls,
regardless of their background or perceived limitations. Trusting in God’s power rather
than human ability is essential.

The signs and confirmations given to Saul encourage believers to be attentive to God’s
guidance and to be open to His ways, even when they seem unexpected or challenging.

The call to patience in waiting for God’s timing is a vital lesson. God’s plans often unfold
gradually, and trusting Him during the waiting periods is crucial for spiritual growth and
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effective leadership.

Finally, the mixed response to Saul’s kingship serves as a reminder that leadership often
faces opposition and skepticism. Believers are encouraged to remain faithful and humble,
relying on God’s strength amid challenges.

Summary

1 Samuel Chapter 10 introduces Saul as Israel’s first king, chosen and anointed by God
through the prophet Samuel. The chapter highlights God’s sovereign selection, the
empowering presence of the Spirit, and the prophetic confirmation of Saul’s calling. It also
illustrates the complexities of leadership and the importance of trusting God’s timing and
guidance. This chapter serves as a foundational moment in Israel’s history, emphasizing
that true leadership begins with divine appointment and empowerment, a principle that
continues to resonate in spiritual leadership today.
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