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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Kings Chapter 5 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Kings Chapter 5 focuses on the preparations King Solomon made to build the temple in
Jerusalem. This chapter highlights the diplomatic negotiations between Solomon and
Hiram, king of Tyre, as well as the organization of labor and resources necessary for the
monumental task. It reveals Solomon’s wisdom in leadership and his reliance on God’s
provision to fulfill the divine plan for the temple.

Context

Following the establishment of Solomon’s reign and his request for wisdom, 1 Kings 5
situates itself at the beginning of Solomon’s temple project. The temple was to be a
permanent dwelling place for God’s presence among His people, succeeding the portable
tabernacle used during the wilderness wanderings. The chapter occurs after Solomon’s
alliance with Hiram of Tyre, a key figure who supplied materials and skilled craftsmen. This
collaboration reflects the political and economic stability Solomon enjoyed, enabling him
to undertake such a grand construction.

Outline

The chapter begins with Solomon initiating contact with Hiram to secure cedar and cypress
timber for the temple. It then details Hiram’s favorable response, highlighting the mutual
respect and agreement between the two kings. The narrative proceeds to describe the
labor force Solomon organized, including the conscription of Israelites and foreigners to
work in the hill country. Finally, the chapter concludes with an emphasis on the abundant
supply of materials and the efficient management of the workforce, setting the stage for
the temple’s construction.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1–3: Solomon sends a message to Hiram, king of Tyre, expressing his intention to
build a temple for the Lord and requesting cedar and cypress timber. This shows
Solomon’s recognition of the need for quality materials and his diplomatic approach to
securing them.

Verses 4–12: Hiram responds positively, acknowledging Solomon’s wisdom and the Lord’s
favor upon him. He agrees to supply the timber and outlines the terms of their agreement,
including the exchange of food supplies for the timber. This exchange reflects a mutually
beneficial relationship and the importance of alliances in achieving God’s purposes.

Verses 13–18: Solomon organizes a large labor force, conscripting 30,000 men from Israel
to work in the hill country of Lebanon. They are divided into groups to cut timber and
transport it to the sea, where it is then shipped to Joppa. This section highlights Solomon’s
administrative skills and the mobilization of resources necessary for the project.

Verse 18 concludes with the affirmation that the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, enabling him
to carry out the work successfully. This underscores the divine empowerment behind
Solomon’s leadership and the temple’s construction.

Key Themes

One key theme is the importance of wise leadership. Solomon’s approach to building the
temple involves careful planning, diplomacy, and resource management, reflecting the
wisdom granted to him by God. Another theme is cooperation and partnership, as seen in
the alliance with Hiram, which facilitates the acquisition of necessary materials. The
chapter also emphasizes obedience to God’s instructions and reliance on His provision,
demonstrating that success in God’s work depends on divine guidance and blessing.

Cross-References

The collaboration between Solomon and Hiram parallels the earlier relationship between
David and Hiram in 2 Samuel 5:11, where Hiram first supplied materials for David’s palace.
The theme of wise leadership echoes Proverbs 3:13-18, which extols the value of wisdom.
The labor organization recalls the conscription of workers in Exodus 1:11 during the
building of the store cities, showing a pattern of mobilizing people for God’s purposes.
Finally, the emphasis on God’s wisdom enabling Solomon reflects James 1:5, encouraging
believers to seek wisdom from God.
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Application

Believers today can learn from Solomon’s example the importance of seeking God’s
wisdom in leadership and decision-making. The chapter encourages reliance on God’s
provision when undertaking significant tasks and highlights the value of cooperation and
respectful partnerships. It also reminds us that accomplishing God’s work requires both
human effort and divine empowerment. In personal life, one can apply these principles by
planning carefully, working collaboratively, and praying for God’s guidance in all
endeavors.

Summary

1 Kings Chapter 5 presents the preparatory phase of Solomon’s temple construction,
marked by wise leadership, strategic alliances, and effective organization. Solomon’s
communication with Hiram and the mobilization of labor demonstrate his ability to manage
complex projects under God’s guidance. The chapter affirms that success in fulfilling God’s
purposes depends on both human responsibility and divine wisdom, setting a foundation
for the temple’s eventual completion and the manifestation of God’s presence among His
people.
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