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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Kings Chapter 3 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Kings Chapter 3 presents a pivotal moment in the reign of Solomon, the son of David
and Bathsheba. This chapter reveals Solomon’s early years as king, highlighting his
request for wisdom from God and the divine response that shaped his leadership. It is a
foundational passage that illustrates the importance of seeking God’s guidance in
positions of authority and decision-making. The chapter also includes the famous story of
Solomon’s wise judgment, which demonstrates the practical application of the wisdom
granted to him. This study guide will explore the chapter’s background, structure, and key
lessons for believers today.

Context

At the outset of Solomon’s reign, Israel was transitioning from the tumultuous period of
King David’s rule. David had unified the nation and established Jerusalem as the political
and spiritual center. Solomon inherited a kingdom with great potential but also significant
challenges. The chapter opens with Solomon forming an alliance through marriage with
Pharaoh’s daughter, symbolizing political diplomacy. The narrative then shifts to
Solomon’s spiritual posture, as he seeks God’s favor to govern wisely. Understanding the
historical and theological context helps us appreciate the significance of Solomon’s
request and God’s response, which affirm the covenantal relationship between God and
Israel.

Outline

The chapter begins with Solomon’s political alliance through marriage, followed by his
sacrificial worship at Gibeon, where he seeks the Lord’s favor. God appears to Solomon in
a dream, inviting him to ask for anything he desires. Solomon requests an understanding
heart to govern the people wisely. God grants him not only wisdom but also riches and
honor beyond expectation. The narrative then shifts to a practical demonstration of
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Solomon’s wisdom in a legal dispute between two women claiming to be the mother of the
same child. Solomon’s judgment reveals his discernment and establishes his reputation
throughout Israel.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Solomon strengthens his political position by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter and
travels to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, demonstrating his commitment to worship and
seeking God’s guidance early in his reign.

Verses 4–9: God appears to Solomon in a dream, offering to grant him any request.
Solomon humbly asks for wisdom to govern the people justly, showing his awareness of
the responsibility entrusted to him and his dependence on divine guidance.

Verses 10–14: God is pleased with Solomon’s request and grants him unparalleled wisdom,
along with wealth and honor. This blessing underscores the value God places on wisdom
and the promise of prosperity when leaders seek Him.

Verses 15–28: The chapter concludes with the account of two women who come before
Solomon with a dispute over a living child. Solomon’s wise judgment, proposing to divide
the child, reveals the true mother’s compassion and secures the rightful outcome. This
story exemplifies the practical application of God-given wisdom and establishes Solomon’s
reputation as a just ruler.

Key Themes

One of the central themes is the value of wisdom above material wealth or power.
Solomon’s request highlights a heart focused on serving others and fulfilling God’s
purposes. The chapter also emphasizes the importance of seeking God’s guidance through
prayer and worship. Another theme is the divine blessing that accompanies humility and
dependence on God. Solomon’s story illustrates that true leadership requires discernment,
justice, and compassion, qualities that come from God’s enabling. Lastly, the narrative
affirms God’s faithfulness to His promises and His active role in guiding His people.

Cross-References

The theme of wisdom in 1 Kings 3 connects with Proverbs, traditionally attributed to
Solomon, where wisdom is extolled as a guiding principle for life. James 1:5 encourages
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believers to ask God for wisdom, echoing Solomon’s example. The story of Solomon’s
judgment parallels Jesus’ teachings on justice and discernment in the Gospels.
Additionally, the covenant promises made to David in 2 Samuel 7 provide background for
understanding God’s favor toward Solomon. The emphasis on worship and sacrifice at
Gibeon recalls earlier Israelite practices found in Exodus and Leviticus, highlighting
continuity in Israel’s relationship with God.

Application

Believers today can learn from Solomon’s example the importance of prioritizing wisdom
and understanding in decision-making. Seeking God’s guidance through prayer and
worship should be the foundation of leadership and daily life. The chapter challenges
readers to adopt a humble attitude, recognizing their need for divine help rather than
relying solely on personal abilities. Solomon’s story encourages us to pursue justice and
compassion in our interactions with others, reflecting God’s character. It also reminds us
that God honors those who seek Him sincerely and blesses them beyond their requests.

Summary

1 Kings Chapter 3 captures a defining moment in Solomon’s reign, where his request for
wisdom sets the tone for his leadership and legacy. The chapter highlights the importance
of seeking God’s guidance, the blessings that come from humility, and the practical
outworking of divine wisdom in governance. Solomon’s wise judgment not only resolves a
difficult dispute but also establishes his reputation as a just and discerning king. This
passage continues to inspire believers to value wisdom, pursue justice, and depend on
God’s provision in all aspects of life.
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