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This study guide provides an educational overview of 1 Kings Chapter 15 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

1 Kings Chapter 15 provides a detailed account of the reigns of two kings of Judah, Abijam
and Asa. This chapter highlights the challenges faced by these kings, their responses to
God’s covenant, and the political and spiritual state of the kingdom during their respective
rules. It serves as a critical transition between the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah,
illustrating the consequences of faithfulness and unfaithfulness to God’s commands.

Context

The events of 1 Kings 15 occur during a turbulent period following the division of the
united kingdom of Israel into two separate entities: the northern kingdom of Israel and the
southern kingdom of Judah. This chapter follows the reign of King Solomon and the
subsequent rulers who struggled to maintain the covenantal relationship with God. The
narrative is framed within a historical and theological perspective that emphasizes the
importance of obedience to God’s law and the consequences of idolatry and disobedience.
The commentary of Chuck Missler suggests that these accounts are not merely historical
but also prophetic, reflecting the spiritual state of the nation and God’s ongoing judgment
and mercy.

Outline

The chapter begins with the reign of Abijam, king of Judah, describing his lineage, the
duration of his reign, and his partial faithfulness to God. It then transitions to the reign of
Asa, Abijam’s son, emphasizing Asa’s commitment to reform and his efforts to remove
idolatry from Judah. The narrative includes Asa’s military and political actions, including his
alliance with Ben-Hadad of Aram to oppose Israel. The chapter concludes with a summary
of Asa’s reign and a brief note on Nadab, king of Israel, setting the stage for the continuing
conflict between the two kingdoms.

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: These verses introduce Abijam, also called Abijah, king of Judah. He is
described as the son of Rehoboam and the grandson of Solomon. His reign lasts three
years. The text notes that Abijam walked in the ways of his father but did not fully follow
God’s commandments, highlighting a mixed legacy.

Verses 4–8: This section recounts Abijam’s military conflict with Jeroboam, king of Israel.
Despite being outnumbered, Abijam’s forces achieve victory, attributed to his reliance on
the Lord. The narrative underscores the theme that faithfulness to God can bring
deliverance even in difficult circumstances.

Verses 9–24: The focus shifts to Asa, Abijam’s son, who reigns for forty-one years. Asa is
commended for doing what was right in the eyes of the Lord, removing idols, and restoring
proper worship. His reforms include removing his grandmother Maacah from her position
as queen mother due to her idolatry. Asa’s reign is marked by peace and religious revival,
reflecting a positive response to God’s covenant.

Verses 25–28: Asa faces opposition from Baasha, king of Israel, who fortifies Ramah to
block access to Judah. Asa responds by seeking help from Ben-Hadad of Aram, forming an
alliance that forces Baasha to withdraw. This political maneuver demonstrates the
complexities of leadership and the interplay between faith and diplomacy.

Verses 29–31: The chapter concludes with a summary of Asa’s reign, noting his death and
burial. It then briefly introduces Nadab, king of Israel, who reigns for two years and
continues in the sins of his predecessor, setting up the ongoing conflict and instability in
the northern kingdom.

Key Themes

One key theme is the contrast between faithfulness and unfaithfulness to God’s covenant.
Abijam’s partial obedience leads to limited success, while Asa’s wholehearted reforms
bring peace and blessing. This theme reflects the broader biblical message about the
consequences of obedience and disobedience.

Another theme is the role of leadership in shaping the spiritual and political direction of
the nation. The kings’ actions directly impact the welfare of their people and the
kingdom’s relationship with God. Asa’s removal of idolatry and promotion of worship
highlight the importance of godly leadership.
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The chapter also illustrates the tension between relying on God and engaging in political
alliances. Asa’s alliance with Ben-Hadad, while effective militarily, raises questions about
dependence on foreign powers rather than God alone. This tension invites reflection on the
balance between faith and pragmatism.

Cross-References

The narrative of Abijam and Asa connects with earlier accounts of Solomon’s reign and the
division of the kingdom in 1 Kings 11 and 12. The theme of covenant faithfulness echoes
throughout the books of Kings and Chronicles, particularly in 2 Chronicles 13 and 14,
which provide parallel accounts of these kings’ reigns.

Asa’s reforms and removal of idolatry recall the reforms of King Hezekiah and King Josiah
in later chapters, emphasizing a recurring biblical pattern of revival and restoration. The
military conflicts with Israel and alliances with foreign nations also relate to the broader
geopolitical struggles described in the prophetic books such as Isaiah and Hosea.

The emphasis on obedience and consequences is consistent with Deuteronomy’s
covenantal framework, where blessings follow faithfulness and curses follow disobedience.
This theological principle undergirds the historical narrative of the divided kingdoms.

Application

The study of 1 Kings 15 challenges believers to examine their own faithfulness to God’s
commands. Like Asa, individuals are called to remove idols—anything that competes with
God’s place in their lives—and to pursue wholehearted devotion. This may involve difficult
decisions and reforms in personal habits or community practices.

The chapter also encourages reflection on leadership and responsibility. Whether in
church, family, or society, leaders have a significant role in guiding others toward or away
from God. The example of Asa’s reforms shows the positive impact of godly leadership.

Finally, the tension between trusting God and engaging with worldly powers invites
believers to seek wisdom in balancing faith and practical decisions. While alliances and
strategies may be necessary, ultimate reliance should remain on God’s guidance and
provision.

Summary
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1 Kings Chapter 15 presents a rich narrative of two kings of Judah, highlighting the
consequences of their faithfulness or lack thereof. Abijam’s partial obedience results in
limited success, while Asa’s comprehensive reforms bring peace and revival. The chapter
underscores the importance of covenant loyalty, godly leadership, and the complex
interplay between faith and politics. Through this study, readers are invited to apply these
lessons to their own lives, embracing wholehearted devotion to God and responsible
leadership in their spheres of influence.
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