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Study Guide: Numbers - Chapter 6

This study guide provides an educational overview of Numbers Chapter 6 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Numbers chapter 6 introduces the Nazirite vow, a unique form of consecration to God that
sets individuals apart for a period of special dedication. This chapter contributes to the
flow of the book by providing instructions on personal holiness and commitment within the
larger narrative of Israel’s wilderness journey. Readers should watch for the detailed
regulations concerning separation, abstinence, and the ritual conclusion of the vow, which
highlight the seriousness of devotion and the visible signs of sanctification in the
community.

Context

Numbers is part of the Pentateuch, chronicling Israel’s wilderness wanderings after the
Exodus. Chapter 6 occurs within a section of laws and instructions given by God through
Moses to the people. The immediate literary context involves various regulations designed
to maintain the covenant relationship between God and Israel. The Nazirite vow is a
voluntary commitment that individuals make to separate themselves for God’s purposes,
reflecting the covenantal emphasis on holiness and dedication. The key speaker is God,
communicating through Moses, and the setting is the Israelite camp during their journey
toward the Promised Land.

Outline

The chapter begins with the introduction of the Nazirite vow and the conditions that define
it, including abstaining from wine, avoiding contact with the dead, and refraining from
cutting hair. This initial section establishes the requirements for consecration. The middle
section describes the duration and the lifestyle of the Nazirite during the vow period. The
final part outlines the ritual for concluding the vow, including offerings and the shaving of
the head, symbolizing the completion of the dedication and reintegration into the
community. The chapter closes with the priestly blessing, which serves as a benediction
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over the Nazirite and the people.
Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: These verses introduce the Nazirite vow, emphasizing that it is a voluntary
separation to the Lord. The individual must abstain from wine, strong drink, vinegar made
from wine or grapes, and any product derived from grapes. This abstinence symbolizes
purity and dedication, setting the Nazirite apart from ordinary consumption.

Verses 4-5: The Nazirite must avoid contact with corpses or graves, even those of close
family members, to maintain ritual purity. This separation from death underscores the
vow's focus on life and holiness. Additionally, the Nazirite must not shave the head during
the vow period, allowing the hair to grow as a visible sign of consecration.

Verses 6-8: These verses summarize the prohibitions and the significance of the hair. The
uncut hair is holy, and the Nazirite is dedicated to the Lord throughout the vow’s duration.
This visible marker distinguishes the Nazirite and reflects an ongoing commitment.

Verses 9-12: Upon completion of the vow, the Nazirite must present offerings at the
entrance of the Tabernacle. The hair is then shaved off and burned on the altar,
symbolizing the end of the special consecration. This ritual reintegrates the Nazirite into
the community and signifies the fulfillment of the vow.

Verses 13-21: The text details the specific offerings required to conclude the vow,
including a burnt offering, a sin offering, and a peace offering. These sacrifices
acknowledge the Nazirite’'s dedication and seek God’s favor and forgiveness. The priest
blesses the Nazirite, marking the restoration of normal life and the continuation of God’s
covenant blessings.

Verses 22-27: The chapter closes with the priestly blessing, a profound benediction
invoking God'’s protection, grace, and peace upon the people. This blessing encapsulates
the covenant relationship and God’s desire to dwell among His people, extending the
themes of holiness and divine favor introduced in the Nazirite vow.

Key Themes

One key theme is consecration through voluntary separation, illustrating how individuals
can dedicate themselves wholly to God beyond general covenant obligations. Another
theme is holiness expressed through abstinence and ritual purity, emphasizing the
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physical and spiritual dimensions of devotion. The visible signs of the vow, such as uncut
hair, highlight the importance of outward expressions of inner commitment. Finally, the
chapter underscores restoration and reintegration through ritual completion and blessing,
showing the balance between separation and community life under God’s covenant.

Cross-References

Leviticus 10:8-11 provides background on the Nazirite vow’s purpose in maintaining
separation and holiness among the priests. Judges 13 recounts Samson’s Nazirite birth and
life, illustrating the vow’s significance in God’s plan. Ezra 10:2 reflects a post-exilic
renewal of separation from impurity, resonating with the vow’s themes. The priestly
blessing in Numbers 6:24-26 is echoed in Psalm 67 and 2 Corinthians 13:14, underscoring
its enduring role in invoking God’s grace and peace. These cross-references deepen
understanding of the vow’s spiritual and communal implications.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the Nazirite vow the value of intentional dedication and
setting oneself apart for God’s purposes. While the specific regulations may not apply
literally, the principle of voluntary holiness and self-discipline remains relevant. The visible
commitment encourages believers to consider how their lifestyle reflects their devotion.
The balance of separation and reintegration challenges Christians to live distinctively
without isolating themselves from community. The priestly blessing invites believers to
seek God’s ongoing presence, protection, and peace in daily life.

Summary

Numbers chapter 6 presents the Nazirite vow as a model of voluntary consecration
marked by abstinence, separation from death, and visible signs of holiness. The chapter
outlines the vow’s regulations, the ritual conclusion with offerings and hair shaving, and
concludes with the priestly blessing that invokes God’s favor. This passage highlights the
dynamic between personal dedication and communal identity within the covenant
framework, encouraging a life set apart for God’s purposes balanced by restoration and
blessing.
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