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This study guide provides an educational overview of Numbers Chapter 36 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Numbers Chapter 36 serves as a concluding section to the Book of Numbers, addressing a
specific legal concern regarding inheritance among the tribes of Israel. This chapter
clarifies how land inheritance is to be preserved within tribal boundaries, ensuring the
stability of the tribal allotments given by God. Readers should watch for how the chapter
resolves a potential conflict between tribal inheritance rights and family inheritance
customs, reflecting the broader concern for maintaining order and covenant faithfulness in
the Promised Land.

Context

The immediate literary context of Numbers 36 follows the instructions concerning the
daughters of Zelophehad in chapter 27, where their right to inherit their father’s property
was affirmed due to the absence of male heirs. The concern arises about the potential
transfer of tribal land if these daughters marry men from other tribes. This chapter
addresses that concern by setting legal boundaries on inheritance and marriage to
preserve tribal land allotments. Historically, this reflects the covenantal framework where
God’s promises to the tribes included specific land inheritances, and maintaining these
boundaries was crucial to the identity and faithfulness of Israel. The key speakers are the
leaders of the tribe of Manasseh, who bring the concern to Moses and the leaders, and
Moses who relays God’s command to the people.

Outline

The chapter opens with the tribal leaders of Manasseh raising a concern about the
daughters of Zelophehad and the inheritance laws. This is followed by God’s instruction
through Moses, which commands that these daughters marry within their own tribe to
prevent the land from passing to another tribe. The chapter concludes with a summary
statement that the daughters obeyed this command, and the land inheritance remained
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within the tribe of Manasseh. The structure moves from the problem presentation, divine
instruction, to the fulfillment of the law, emphasizing the preservation of tribal inheritance.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The leaders of the tribe of Manasseh approach Moses and the tribal leaders
with a concern. They note that the daughters of Zelophehad have inherited land, but if
they marry men from other tribes, the land might transfer to those tribes, disrupting the
tribal boundaries established by God.

Verses 4–5: Moses brings this concern before the Lord, seeking divine guidance on how to
handle the situation to maintain the integrity of the tribal allotments.

Verses 6–9: God commands that the daughters of Zelophehad are to marry only within
their own tribe, the tribe of Manasseh, so that the land inheritance remains within the tribe
and does not pass to another tribe through marriage. This command ensures the land
stays within the family and tribal boundaries.

Verses 10–12: The chapter concludes by stating that the daughters obeyed this command
and married their cousins within the tribe of Manasseh, thereby preserving the tribal
inheritance as God had instructed.

Key Themes

One key theme is the preservation of tribal identity and inheritance. The chapter
underscores the importance of maintaining the land boundaries given by God, which were
integral to Israel’s covenant relationship and communal stability. Another theme is
obedience to divine law, as the daughters of Zelophehad and the community respond
faithfully to God’s instructions. Additionally, the chapter highlights the intersection of
family rights and communal order, balancing individual inheritance with the collective
good of the nation.

Cross-References

Numbers 27:1–11 provides the background on the daughters of Zelophehad and their
initial claim to inheritance rights, clarifying the legal precedent for their case. Joshua
17:3–6 recounts the allotment of land to the tribe of Manasseh, showing the practical
application of these inheritance laws in the Promised Land. Ezekiel 47:13–23 discusses the
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division of land among the tribes in a future vision, emphasizing the ongoing significance
of tribal boundaries. These passages help clarify the legal and covenantal importance of
preserving tribal inheritances as established in Numbers 36.

Application

For modern disciples, Numbers 36 invites reflection on the importance of honoring God’s
order in community life, especially regarding stewardship and inheritance. It challenges
believers to consider how family and community responsibilities intersect and how
faithfulness to God’s principles can promote unity and stability. The chapter also
encourages careful attention to God’s guidance in resolving conflicts and maintaining
justice within the community. Furthermore, it reminds believers that obedience to God’s
commands, even in practical matters, is an expression of trust and covenant faithfulness.

Summary

Numbers Chapter 36 concludes the legal instructions regarding inheritance by addressing
the concern that land might transfer between tribes through marriage. By commanding
that the daughters of Zelophehad marry within their own tribe, God ensures the
preservation of tribal land boundaries, maintaining the covenantal promises made to
Israel. This chapter highlights the balance between individual rights and communal order,
emphasizing obedience to divine law as essential for the stability and identity of God’s
people.

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


