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This study guide provides an educational overview of Numbers Chapter 27 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Numbers Chapter 27 serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative of Israel’s wilderness
journey, addressing issues of inheritance, leadership transition, and divine guidance. This
chapter contributes to the book’s flow by resolving a legal and familial dilemma that arises
after the death of the previous generation, while simultaneously preparing the people for
the imminent leadership change from Moses to Joshua. Readers should watch for how
God’s justice and order are maintained through clear instructions and how leadership
succession is divinely ordained, setting a pattern for continuity in God’s covenant
community.

Context

The immediate literary context of Numbers 27 follows the census and preparations for
entering the Promised Land. The chapter opens with the daughters of Zelophehad
presenting their case, which addresses inheritance rights within the covenant community.
This occurs within the broader historical frame of Israel’s transition from wilderness
wandering to settlement. The key speakers include the daughters of Zelophehad, Moses,
and God Himself, who provides authoritative rulings. The setting is the plains of Moab, east
of the Jordan River, shortly before Israel crosses into Canaan. The chapter reflects the
covenantal concern for justice, inheritance, and leadership continuity as God’s people
prepare to inherit the land promised to their ancestors.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into two main movements. The first movement addresses the
inheritance rights of the daughters of Zelophehad, where their petition leads to a divine
ruling that affirms their right to inherit their father’s property in the absence of male heirs.
This section establishes a legal precedent within Israel’s tribal system. The second
movement focuses on the leadership transition, where God instructs Moses to appoint
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Joshua as his successor. This includes a public commissioning ceremony, ensuring that the
leadership of Israel will continue smoothly as they prepare to enter the Promised Land.
These two movements together emphasize both the importance of justice within the
community and the necessity of divinely guided leadership.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens with the daughters of Zelophehad—Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah—approaching Moses to claim their right to inherit their father’s
property, as he died without sons. Their bold request highlights the absence of a clear
inheritance provision for daughters in the tribal allotment system.

Verses 4–8: Moses brings the case before God, who affirms the daughters’ claim,
establishing a new legal principle that if a man dies without sons, his inheritance passes to
his daughters. This ruling ensures property remains within the family line and tribal
inheritance is preserved, preventing land from passing outside the clan.

Verses 9–11: God instructs Moses to convey these inheritance laws to the Israelites,
emphasizing the importance of maintaining tribal boundaries and inheritance rights. This
section solidifies the daughters’ case as a binding ordinance for the community.

Verses 12–15: The narrative shifts as God directs Moses to ascend Mount Abarim to view
the Promised Land, but informs him that he will not enter it. God commands Moses to
commission Joshua as the new leader, signaling a significant transition in Israel’s
leadership.

Verses 16–23: Moses petitions God to appoint a leader before his death to ensure the
people are not left without guidance. God responds by instructing Moses to lay his hands
on Joshua, publicly commissioning him. This act symbolizes the transfer of authority and
the continuity of leadership under divine direction.

Key Themes

One key theme is the principle of justice and equity within the covenant community,
demonstrated by the daughters of Zelophehad’s successful claim. This reflects God’s
concern for fair treatment and the protection of family inheritance rights. Another theme is
leadership succession, emphasizing the necessity of divinely appointed leaders to guide
the people faithfully. The chapter also highlights God’s sovereignty in directing history and
ensuring the fulfillment of His promises through orderly transition and legal clarity.
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Cross-References

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 provides additional laws on inheritance, clarifying the rights of
firstborn sons, which helps to understand the broader legal context of Numbers 27. Joshua
1 recounts the commissioning of Joshua, offering a narrative continuation of the leadership
transition initiated here. Genesis 48:5-6, where Jacob blesses Joseph’s sons, underscores
the importance of tribal inheritance and family continuity. These passages illuminate the
legal, leadership, and covenantal dimensions present in Numbers 27.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the daughters of Zelophehad the importance of
courageously advocating for justice within the community. Their example encourages
believers to seek God’s guidance in addressing societal and familial issues. The leadership
transition reminds the church today of the need for intentional succession planning and
reliance on God’s direction in appointing leaders. Additionally, the chapter challenges
believers to uphold fairness and order in their communities, reflecting God’s justice and
faithfulness in all areas of life.

Summary

Numbers Chapter 27 addresses both a legal and leadership challenge as Israel prepares to
enter the Promised Land. It establishes a precedent for inheritance rights through the
daughters of Zelophehad, ensuring justice and preservation of tribal land. Simultaneously,
it marks a critical leadership transition with God’s command for Moses to commission
Joshua, securing continuity for the nation’s future. Together, these movements underscore
God’s sovereign care for His people’s welfare, justice, and faithful leadership as they move
forward in covenant obedience.
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