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This study guide provides an educational overview of Numbers Chapter 22 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Numbers Chapter 22 marks a pivotal moment in the narrative of Israel’s wilderness
journey. This chapter introduces the story of Balaam and Balak, which interrupts the
march toward the Promised Land with a dramatic encounter involving prophecy, divine
intervention, and unexpected obedience. As the first instance of a foreign prophet
interacting with Israel, this chapter challenges readers to consider God’s sovereignty over
all nations and the limits of human intentions against divine purposes. Watch for how
God’s control over the situation is revealed through unusual means and how His plans for
Israel’s blessing remain unthwarted despite human opposition.

Context

Numbers 22 is situated within the larger framework of Israel’s wilderness wanderings
following their exodus from Egypt and the covenantal establishment at Sinai. The
immediate context is the encampment of Israel on the plains of Moab, east of the Jordan
River, as they prepare to enter Canaan. Balak, king of Moab, perceives Israel as a threat
due to their recent military victories and numbers. The chapter introduces Balaam, a non-
Israelite prophet known for his ability to bless or curse nations, highlighting the tension
between Israel’s God and the surrounding pagan powers. The covenantal backdrop
emphasizes God’s promises to Israel and His protective hand over His people, even when
external forces seek to oppose them.

Outline

The chapter unfolds in a narrative sequence beginning with Balak’s fear and his decision
to seek Balaam’s help, followed by Balaam’s initial consultation with God. Balak sends
messengers to Balaam to request a curse upon Israel. Balaam, after seeking God’s
guidance, initially refuses to go. However, when God permits, Balaam sets out on his
journey. The narrative then introduces the famous episode of Balaam’s donkey seeing the
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angel of the Lord, which Balaam himself does not perceive. This encounter results in the
donkey’s unusual behavior and Balaam’s subsequent rebuke. The chapter closes with
Balaam arriving in Moab, ready to meet Balak. This structure highlights the tension
between human intentions and divine sovereignty.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens by noting Israel’s encampment in the plains of Moab,
opposite Jericho. Balak, the Moabite king, observes Israel’s growth and becomes fearful,
recognizing their potential to overwhelm his territory. His fear motivates him to seek
supernatural means to counter Israel’s advance.

Verses 4–6: Balak sends messengers to Balaam, son of Beor, who is described as a diviner
or prophet. Balak’s message requests Balaam to come and curse Israel, hoping that a
curse will weaken them. This introduces Balaam as a key figure whose reputation for
prophetic power extends beyond Israel.

Verses 7–12: Balaam consults God about the request. God instructs Balaam not to go with
the messengers or curse Israel because they are blessed. Balaam communicates this
divine response back to Balak’s envoys, refusing the initial invitation. This interaction
emphasizes God’s direct involvement and control over Balaam’s actions.

Verses 13–14: The messengers return to Balak with Balaam’s refusal. Balak, undeterred,
sends more distinguished officials to persuade Balaam, indicating the seriousness of his
request and his desperation to find a way to oppose Israel.

Verses 15–21: Balaam again seeks God’s will. This time, God permits him to go but
commands that Balaam only speak what He tells him. This conditional permission reveals
God’s sovereign oversight, allowing Balaam’s journey but restricting his prophetic words.

Verses 22–24: As Balaam sets out on his donkey, God’s anger is kindled because Balaam’s
intentions are not fully aligned with divine will. God sends an angel to oppose Balaam’s
path, but Balaam cannot see the angel, whereas the donkey can. The donkey’s unusual
behavior—turning aside, crushing Balaam’s foot, and finally lying down—creates a
dramatic tension in the narrative.

Verses 25–30: Balaam strikes the donkey three times, frustrated by its behavior. Then God
opens the donkey’s mouth, allowing it to speak and question Balaam’s actions.
Subsequently, God opens Balaam’s eyes to see the angel standing in the way with a drawn
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sword. The angel reprimands Balaam for his reckless path and warns him to speak only
what God commands. This supernatural episode underscores God’s control and the
seriousness of Balaam’s mission.

Verses 31–35: Balaam acknowledges his sin and expresses willingness to turn back if the
angel commands. The angel instructs him to proceed but to speak only God’s words.
Balaam then continues his journey, arriving in Moab, where Balak awaits him. The chapter
ends with Balaam’s arrival, setting the stage for the forthcoming interactions and
prophetic declarations.

Key Themes

One key theme is the sovereignty of God over all nations and individuals, including foreign
prophets like Balaam. Despite human schemes and intentions, God’s will prevails. Another
theme is the tension between divine blessing and human opposition; Israel is divinely
blessed, and attempts to curse them are futile. The narrative also highlights the theme of
spiritual perception versus physical sight, as Balaam cannot see the angel but his donkey
can, illustrating spiritual blindness. Lastly, the chapter explores obedience and the
consequences of partial compliance with God’s commands, as Balaam’s journey proceeds
only under strict divine conditions.

Cross-References

Deuteronomy 23:4–5 provides background on Balaam’s role and the prohibition against
hiring him to curse Israel, reinforcing the theme of God’s protection over His people.
Joshua 24:9–10 recounts Balaam’s story, confirming his significance in Israel’s history.
Revelation 2:14 references Balaam’s teaching that led Israel into sin, connecting this
chapter’s narrative to later consequences. Psalm 105:26–27 praises God’s deliverance of
Israel from Egypt and His protection against enemies, echoing the divine blessing motif.
These cross-references clarify Balaam’s complex role and the enduring impact of this
episode on Israel’s spiritual journey.

Application

This chapter challenges modern believers to recognize God’s sovereignty over all
circumstances, including opposition and challenges. It encourages seeking God’s guidance
before acting, as Balaam’s experience shows the dangers of pursuing personal gain
without full obedience. The story of the donkey reminds us to be attentive to God’s
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warnings, which may come in unexpected ways. Furthermore, the narrative warns against
attempting to manipulate God’s will for selfish purposes and highlights the importance of
speaking and acting only according to divine direction. Believers today can apply these
lessons by cultivating spiritual discernment, humility, and a commitment to align their
actions with God’s revealed will.

Summary

Numbers Chapter 22 introduces the dramatic encounter between Balak, Balaam, and the
God of Israel, emphasizing divine sovereignty amidst human schemes. The chapter unfolds
with Balak’s fear and attempts to curse Israel, Balaam’s consultations with God, and the
supernatural intervention involving the angel and the donkey. This narrative highlights the
futility of opposing God’s blessing on His people and the necessity of obedience to His
commands. It sets the stage for the complex interplay of prophecy, blessing, and
judgment that follows, underscoring the overarching theme of God’s control over history
and His protection of Israel.
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