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This study guide provides an educational overview of Joshua Chapter 4 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Joshua Chapter 4 marks a pivotal moment in the narrative of Israel’s conquest of the
Promised Land. It captures the immediate response of the Israelites after crossing the
Jordan River, emphasizing the importance of remembrance and testimony for future
generations. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by transitioning from the
miraculous crossing to the establishment of a lasting memorial. Readers should watch for
how physical symbols are used to preserve spiritual truths and how communal memory is
cultivated through ritual acts.

Context

The chapter follows the dramatic crossing of the Jordan River, where the waters stopped
flowing, allowing the Israelites to pass on dry ground. This event echoes the earlier Red
Sea crossing and serves as a divine confirmation of God’s presence with His people. The
covenantal framework is central, as the Israelites are reminded of their identity as God’s
chosen nation and their responsibility to obey His commands. Joshua, as the appointed
leader after Moses, directs the people in this moment of transition. The setting is the
eastern bank of the Jordan, just after the miraculous crossing, where the people are
preparing to enter and possess the land promised to their ancestors.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main movements. First, the Lord instructs Joshua to
select twelve men to take stones from the riverbed as a memorial. Second, the twelve
stones are set up at their camp as a tangible reminder of God’s intervention. Third, Joshua
explains the purpose of the memorial to the people, emphasizing its role in educating
future generations about God'’s faithfulness and power. Each section builds on the
previous one, moving from divine command to human obedience and finally to communal
reflection.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: The Lord commands Joshua to choose twelve men, one from each tribe, to
take stones from the middle of the Jordan where the priests stood. This instruction
highlights the intentionality behind the memorial, linking it to the tribal identity of Israel
and the specific location of the miracle.

Verses 4-7: Joshua calls the twelve men, and they obey by taking stones from the riverbed
and carrying them to their camp. Joshua explains to the people that these stones will serve
as a sign, so that when future generations ask about their meaning, the story of God’s
miraculous help can be told.

Verses 8-9: The twelve stones are set up at Gilgal, the camp on the eastern side of the
Jordan. The location is significant as the first campsite in the Promised Land, symbolizing a
new beginning and God’s faithfulness in bringing them there.

Verses 10-18: The priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant stand firm in the Jordan until all
the people have crossed. The water returns to its normal flow once the priests step out,
underscoring the sacredness of the Ark and God’s control over nature. This section
reiterates the miraculous nature of the crossing and God’s presence with Israel.

Verses 19-24: Joshua sets up the twelve stones as a lasting memorial. He instructs the
people that when their children ask about the stones, they are to recount how the waters
of the Jordan were cut off before the Ark of the Covenant. This ensures that the memory of
God’s deliverance will be passed down, reinforcing the covenant relationship and God’s
ongoing provision.

Key Themes

One key theme is remembrance. The chapter emphasizes the importance of creating
tangible reminders of God’s actions to foster collective memory and faith. Another theme
is divine faithfulness, as the miraculous crossing and the establishment of the memorial
testify to God’s unwavering commitment to His promises. The role of leadership is also
highlighted, with Joshua acting as the mediator between God and the people, guiding
them in obedience and worship. Lastly, the chapter underscores the transmission of faith
across generations, showing how storytelling and ritual preserve spiritual identity.

Cross-References

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Exodus 14 recounts the crossing of the Red Sea, providing a foundational precedent for
the Jordan crossing and demonstrating God’s power to deliver His people. Deuteronomy 6
emphasizes the importance of teaching future generations about God’s laws and deeds,
which parallels Joshua’s instructions about the stones. Psalm 78 also reflects on the need
to remember and retell God’s mighty works to maintain faithfulness. Finally, 1 Kings
18:31-32 describes the use of stones in worship and memorial, connecting physical
symbols with spiritual remembrance.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Joshua 4 the value of intentional remembrance in their
spiritual lives. Just as the Israelites set up stones to recall God’s faithfulness, believers
today can cultivate practices that help them remember and recount God’s work in their
lives. This might include journaling, sharing testimonies, or creating meaningful symbols.
The chapter also challenges Christians to consider how they pass on their faith to the next
generation, emphasizing the importance of storytelling and teaching. Additionally, it
encourages trust in God’s providence during transitions and challenges, recognizing His
presence as a source of strength and assurance.

Summary

Joshua Chapter 4 captures a defining moment of transition and testimony for Israel.
Through the selection and setting up of twelve stones as a memorial, the chapter
underscores the necessity of remembering God’s miraculous deeds and passing that
memory to future generations. The narrative highlights God’s faithfulness, the leadership
role of Joshua, and the power of tangible symbols to preserve spiritual truths. This chapter
invites readers to reflect on how they remember and share God’s work in their own lives,
ensuring that faith remains vibrant and rooted across time.
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