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This study guide provides an educational overview of Joshua Chapter 3 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Joshua Chapter 3 marks a pivotal moment in the narrative of Israel’s entrance into the
Promised Land. This chapter details the miraculous crossing of the Jordan River,
symbolizing God'’s faithfulness and the transition from wilderness wandering to conquest
and settlement. Readers should watch for the emphasis on divine guidance, the role of the
Ark of the Covenant, and the demonstration of God’s power through a supernatural event.
This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by moving the focus from preparation to
action, highlighting the necessity of obedience and trust in God’s promises as Israel steps
into a new phase of their history.

Context

The immediate literary context of Joshua 3 follows the commissioning of Joshua as Israel’s
leader after Moses’ death, and the people’s preparation to cross into Canaan. The chapter
is set within the larger covenantal framework established in the Pentateuch, where God
promised the land to Abraham’s descendants. The Ark of the Covenant, central to Israel’s
worship and symbolizing God’s presence, plays a key role here as the visible sign of divine
guidance. The key figures are Joshua, leading the people, and the priests carrying the Ark.
The setting is the Jordan River, a natural boundary that must be miraculously crossed to
fulfill God’s promise. This moment echoes the earlier Red Sea crossing, reinforcing God’s
ongoing faithfulness and power.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main movements. First, the preparation for crossing
the Jordan, where Joshua instructs the people to sanctify themselves and follow the Ark
closely. Second, the actual crossing event, where the priests carrying the Ark step into the
river, and the waters are miraculously stopped, allowing the people to pass on dry ground.
Third, the establishment of a memorial, where twelve stones are taken from the riverbed
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to serve as a lasting witness to God’s intervention. Each section builds on the previous,
moving from spiritual readiness to divine action and concluding with remembrance and
testimony.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: Joshua commands the people to prepare themselves because the Lord will do
wonders among them. The emphasis on sanctification highlights the need for holiness and
readiness before God’s miraculous work.

Verses 4-6: The Ark of the Covenant is to lead the people, carried by the priests. This
signifies that God’s presence goes before Israel, guiding and protecting them. Joshua’s
command to follow closely underscores obedience and trust.

Verses 7-8: God reassures Joshua that He will exalt him in the sight of all Israel so they will
know He is with Joshua as He was with Moses. This divine encouragement establishes
Joshua’'s authority and the continuity of God’s leadership.

Verses 9-13: Joshua instructs the people to keep a distance from the Ark, maintaining
reverence. The priests step into the Jordan, and the waters upstream stop flowing,
creating a dry path. This miracle echoes the Red Sea crossing, demonstrating God’s power
to control nature for His people’s deliverance.

Verses 14-17: The entire nation crosses the Jordan on dry ground, while the priests stand
firm holding the Ark. The people’s obedience and the priests’ faithfulness are highlighted
as essential components of experiencing God’s miracle.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine presence and guidance, symbolized by the Ark leading the
people. Another is the necessity of sanctification and obedience to experience God’s
power. The miraculous crossing illustrates God’s sovereignty over nature and His
faithfulness to His promises. The establishment of a memorial emphasizes the importance
of remembrance and testimony for future generations. Lastly, the chapter highlights
leadership under God’s direction, showing Joshua’s role as a divinely appointed leader
continuing Moses’ legacy.

Cross-References
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Exodus 14 recounts the crossing of the Red Sea, providing a foundational parallel to the
Jordan crossing and illustrating God’s consistent deliverance. Deuteronomy 31:7-8 records
God’s promise to be with Joshua as He was with Moses, reinforcing the divine assurance
given in Joshua 3. Psalm 78:13-16 reflects on God’s miraculous control over waters,
connecting worship and remembrance to the events in Joshua. Hebrews 11:29 commends
faith demonstrated in crossing the Jordan, linking the event to New Testament reflections
on faith and obedience. These passages deepen understanding of God’s faithfulness,
leadership, and the role of faith in God’s acts of salvation.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement to trust God’s guidance in transitions and
challenges, recognizing His presence as essential. The call to sanctification before
experiencing God’s work invites self-examination and spiritual preparation. The Ark’s role
reminds believers to prioritize God’s presence in all endeavors. The memorial stones
challenge the community to remember and testify to God’s faithfulness, fostering faith in
future generations. Leadership under God’s direction encourages believers to seek divine
empowerment and courage when facing new responsibilities or uncertainties.

Summary

Joshua Chapter 3 presents a decisive moment where Israel, under Joshua’s leadership and
guided by the Ark of the Covenant, crosses the Jordan River by God’s miraculous
intervention. The chapter emphasizes preparation through sanctification, divine presence
leading the way, and the establishment of a memorial to ensure lasting remembrance of
God'’s faithfulness. This event not only marks a physical crossing into the Promised Land
but also symbolizes spiritual transition and the fulfilment of God’s covenant promises,
setting the stage for the conquest and settlement that follow.
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