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This study guide provides an educational overview of Joshua Chapter 1 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Joshua Chapter 1 marks a pivotal transition in the narrative of the Israelites, moving from
the leadership of Moses to that of Joshua. This chapter sets the tone for the conquest of
Canaan and establishes the divine mandate and encouragement Joshua receives as he
assumes command. Readers should watch for the themes of divine promise, courage, and
obedience, which are foundational for understanding the unfolding events in the book. The
chapter also emphasizes the continuity of God’s presence and guidance, reassuring the
people as they prepare to enter the Promised Land.

Context

Joshua 1 follows immediately after the death of Moses, the central leader who guided
Israel through the wilderness. The book of Joshua continues the narrative of the
Pentateuch, particularly the covenantal promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, now
moving toward their fulfillment. The chapter occurs at the threshold of the Promised Land,
where the Israelites are poised to begin their conquest. Joshua, the appointed successor,
receives direct commands from God, emphasizing the covenantal relationship and the
necessity of faithfulness. The setting is the plains of Moab, east of the Jordan River, where
the Israelites have camped after their wilderness journey.

Outline

The chapter opens with God commissioning Joshua as the new leader, affirming His
promise to Moses and the people. This is followed by a series of commands urging Joshua
to be strong and courageous, highlighting the importance of obedience to the Law. The
next section details God’s promise of presence and success, contingent on Joshua’s
adherence to the Book of the Law. Finally, the chapter concludes with Joshua preparing the
people for the crossing of the Jordan and the conquest ahead, including instructions to the
officers and the people’s response to Joshua’s leadership.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: God speaks to Joshua, affirming Moses’ death and commissioning Joshua to
lead the people across the Jordan into the land promised to their ancestors. The promise of
giving every place Joshua’s foot treads upon establishes divine authority and assurance.

Verses 4-5: God delineates the territorial boundaries of the land Joshua will possess and
promises to be with him as He was with Moses, ensuring that Joshua will not face defeat.
This underscores God'’s faithfulness and the continuation of His covenantal support.

Verses 6-7: Joshua is commanded to be strong and courageous, to lead the people with
integrity by adhering strictly to the Law given through Moses. This obedience is linked
directly to success and prosperity.

Verses 8-9: The centrality of the Book of the Law is emphasized; Joshua must meditate on
it day and night to ensure success. The command to be strong and courageous is
repeated, accompanied by the reassurance of God’s presence wherever Joshua goes.

Verses 10-11: Joshua instructs the officers to prepare the people to cross the Jordan River
in three days, sighaling immediate action and readiness for the conquest.

Verses 12-15: Joshua reminds the Reubenites, Gadites, and half-tribe of Manasseh of their
prior commitment to help their fellow Israelites conquer the land west of the Jordan,
emphasizing unity and faithfulness to their promise.

Verses 16-18: The people affirm their loyalty to Joshua, pledging obedience and support,
reinforcing the legitimacy of his leadership and their collective commitment to the mission
ahead.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine commissioning and leadership transition, demonstrating God’s
sovereignty in appointing Joshua and empowering him for the task. Another theme is the
call to courage and strength, which is not merely physical but rooted in faith and
obedience to God’s Law. The chapter also highlights the importance of God’s presence as
the source of confidence and success. Obedience to Scripture is presented as essential for
prosperity and victory. Lastly, there is a strong emphasis on communal responsibility and
unity, as the tribes prepare together for the conquest.
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Cross-References

Deuteronomy 31:7-8 provides a direct parallel where Moses commissions Joshua,
encouraging him to be strong and courageous because God will not forsake him. This
background enriches the understanding of Joshua 1's commands. In 1 Chronicles 28:20,
David charges Solomon similarly to be strong and courageous in building the temple,
showing the enduring biblical motif of divine empowerment for leadership. Psalm 27:1
echoes the theme of courage rooted in the Lord’s presence. Hebrews 13:5-6 reassures
believers of God’s continual presence, connecting New Testament faith with Joshua’s
experience. These references collectively clarify the importance of God’s presence and
obedience as foundational for success and courage.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from Joshua 1 to face challenges with courage
grounded in God’s promises and presence. Leadership transitions, whether in church,
family, or community, require reliance on God’s guidance and adherence to His Word. The
emphasis on meditating on Scripture daily invites believers to root their strength and
decisions in God’s truth. The call to obedience reminds us that success in spiritual and
practical endeavors depends on faithfulness to God’s commands. Additionally, the chapter
encourages unity and mutual support within the community of faith as essential for
accomplishing God’s purposes.

Summary

Joshua Chapter 1 serves as a foundational passage that transitions Israel’s leadership to
Joshua, establishing God’s promises and commands that will guide the conquest of
Canaan. The chapter unfolds with God’s commissioning, a call to courage and obedience,
and preparations for action, all underscored by the assurance of God’s abiding presence.
This sets the stage for Israel’s fulfillment of the covenant promises and highlights the vital
relationship between divine guidance, faithful leadership, and communal commitment.
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