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This study guide provides an educational overview of Deuteronomy Chapter 5 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

Deuteronomy Chapter 5 serves as a pivotal moment in the book, reiterating the
covenantal laws that define Israel’s relationship with God. This chapter restates the Ten
Commandments, emphasizing their divine origin and the importance of obedience. As part
of Moses’ farewell addresses, it reinforces the covenant before entering the Promised
Land. Readers should watch for the way the chapter connects the giving of the law at Sinai
with Israel’s present circumstances, highlighting both continuity and renewal in the
covenant.

Context

Deuteronomy is framed as Moses’ final speeches to the Israelites before they cross into
Canaan. Chapter 5 is situated early in this discourse, recalling the events at Mount Sinai
where God gave the Ten Commandments. The immediate literary context is a covenant
renewal, reminding Israel of the foundational laws that govern their community and
relationship with Yahweh. Historically, this chapter reflects the covenantal structure
established after the Exodus, where God’s law is central to Israel’s identity and destiny.
Moses is the primary speaker, addressing a new generation who did not personally witness
Sinai but must nonetheless commit to the covenant.

Outline

The chapter begins with Moses calling the people’s attention to the covenant God made
with their ancestors. It then recounts the moment at Mount Sinai when God spoke directly
to Israel, emphasizing the fear and reverence experienced. The core of the chapter is the
restatement of the Ten Commandments, presented with slight variations from the original
account in Exodus. Finally, the chapter concludes with a reminder of the covenant’s
conditions and a call to obedience, underscoring the blessings tied to faithfulness.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: Moses opens by addressing all Israel, reminding them of the covenant God
made with their ancestors at Horeb (Sinai). He stresses that this covenant is not just for
the past generation but for the present one as well, establishing continuity.

Verses 4–5: Moses identifies God as the one who brought the Israelites out of Egypt,
grounding the covenant in God’s saving acts. This introduction sets the stage for the
authority behind the commandments.

Verses 6–21: The Ten Commandments are restated here with some notable differences
from the Exodus account. For example, the commandment about the Sabbath emphasizes
God’s rest after creation and the deliverance from Egypt. The prohibition against coveting
is expanded to specify both a neighbor’s wife and possessions. This section highlights the
moral and social dimensions of the covenant.

Verses 22–27: Moses recalls the people’s fear after hearing God’s voice at Sinai, which led
them to request that Moses serve as an intermediary. This passage illustrates the holiness
of God and the human response of reverence and fear.

Verses 28–33: The chapter closes with Moses urging Israel to obey the commandments so
that they may prosper and live long in the land. The emphasis is on the covenant’s
blessings contingent upon obedience, reinforcing the covenantal relationship.

Key Themes

One key theme is covenant renewal, where the law is reaffirmed as the basis for Israel’s
identity and relationship with God. Another theme is the holiness and authority of God,
demonstrated by the direct communication at Sinai and the people’s reverent fear. The
chapter also emphasizes obedience as a response to God’s grace and deliverance, linking
ethical behavior to covenantal blessings. Finally, the theme of mediation appears in the
acknowledgment of Moses’ role as an intermediary between God and the people.

Cross-References

Exodus 20 provides the original giving of the Ten Commandments, allowing comparison
with Deuteronomy’s restatement and highlighting the covenant’s consistency and
development. Leviticus 19 expands on ethical laws rooted in holiness, complementing the
moral imperatives in Deuteronomy 5. Joshua 24 recounts another covenant renewal before
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entering the Promised Land, echoing themes of obedience and blessing. Psalm 19
celebrates God’s law as perfect and reviving the soul, underscoring the spiritual
significance of the commandments. Finally, Hebrews 12 references Mount Sinai’s fearsome
encounter, contrasting it with the new covenant’s approachability, which helps clarify the
theological weight of Deuteronomy 5’s Sinai narrative.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Deuteronomy 5 the importance of grounding faith in
God’s revealed word and covenant promises. The chapter challenges believers to
recognize God’s authority and respond with obedience motivated by gratitude rather than
mere duty. It also invites reflection on the role of mediation—how Christ fulfills and
surpasses Moses’ role as the ultimate mediator. The emphasis on reverence before God
encourages a posture of humility and awe in worship. Additionally, the call to live in
obedience as a community reminds contemporary believers that faith is both personal and
corporate, shaping how we relate to God and one another.

Summary

Deuteronomy Chapter 5 restates the Ten Commandments within the framework of
covenant renewal, emphasizing God’s holiness, the authority of His law, and the necessity
of obedience. Through Moses’ address, the chapter connects the Sinai experience with
Israel’s present and future, underscoring the covenant’s enduring significance. It highlights
the fear and reverence due to God, the role of mediation, and the blessings tied to
faithfulness. This chapter serves as a foundational reminder for Israel—and for readers
today—of the covenantal relationship that shapes identity, ethics, and worship.
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