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This study guide provides an educational overview of Deuteronomy Chapter 3 using a
verse-by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded
in Scripture.

Introduction

Deuteronomy chapter 3 serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative of Israel’s journey to
the Promised Land. It recounts the conquest of King Og of Bashan and the allocation of his
territory to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh. This chapter contributes to
the broader flow of Deuteronomy by emphasizing God’s faithfulness in fulfilling His
promises and preparing the people for the inheritance ahead. Readers should watch for
the demonstration of divine power in battle, the reaffirmation of God’s covenantal
faithfulness, and the leadership role of Moses as he recounts these events to the new
generation.

Context

Deuteronomy is framed as Moses’ final address to the Israelites before they enter Canaan.
Chapter 3 continues the historical review of Israel’s wilderness wanderings and military
victories, specifically focusing on the defeat of King Og of Bashan. This chapter follows the
conquest of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and precedes the instructions for the division of
the land. The covenantal context is critical here, as God’s promises to Abraham and the
patriarchs are being realized through these territorial acquisitions. Moses is the key
speaker, recounting these events to remind the people of God’s power and faithfulness as
they prepare to cross the Jordan River.

Outline

The chapter opens with the command to engage King Og in battle, followed by the
detailed account of the defeat of his forces and the capture of his territory. Next, the
narrative shifts to the distribution of the conquered land to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and
the half-tribe of Manasseh. Finally, Moses recounts his own personal experience of being
barred from entering the Promised Land, underscoring the transition of leadership and the
continuation of God’s plan through Joshua. These movements highlight conquest,
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inheritance, and leadership transition as the chapter’s structural pillars.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter begins with God commanding Moses not to fear King Og of
Bashan, reassuring him that God will deliver Og and his people into Israel’s hands. This
echoes the earlier promise given before facing Sihon, reinforcing God’s sovereignty over
the enemy.

Verses 4–7: The defeat of Og is described, including the capture of his cities and the
complete destruction of his kingdom. The text emphasizes the size of Og’s bed as a
symbol of his formidable stature, highlighting the miraculous nature of Israel’s victory.

Verses 8–11: Moses recounts the allocation of the conquered land to the tribes of Reuben,
Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. This section underscores the fulfillment of God’s
promise to provide a place for Israel to settle.

Verses 12–17: The specific boundaries of the territory given to these tribes are outlined,
showing careful attention to the inheritance and the orderly distribution of land within the
covenant community.

Verses 18–20: Moses reminds the people of the command given to the tribes to assist the
rest of Israel in crossing the Jordan and conquering the land, highlighting unity and shared
responsibility.

Verses 21–22: Moses recounts his plea to enter the Promised Land and God’s refusal,
emphasizing the consequences of earlier disobedience and the transition of leadership to
Joshua.

Verses 23–29: The chapter closes with Moses’ prayer to God to allow him to cross the
Jordan, God’s denial, and the appointment of Joshua as the new leader. This passage
marks a significant moment in Israel’s history and Moses’ ministry.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine sovereignty and power, demonstrated in the defeat of a
formidable enemy through God’s intervention. Another theme is the faithfulness of God to
His covenant promises, as seen in the granting of land to the tribes. The chapter also
highlights leadership transition, showing Moses’ obedience despite personal
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disappointment and the preparation of Joshua to lead. Finally, the theme of communal
responsibility emerges as the tribes are reminded to support one another in fulfilling God’s
purposes.

Cross-References

Numbers 21 recounts the earlier battles with Sihon and Og, providing background to the
military campaigns referenced here. Joshua 1 continues the leadership transition from
Moses to Joshua, clarifying the significance of Moses’ final moments. Psalm 135:10–12
praises God’s defeat of the kings of the Amorites, reinforcing the theme of divine power.
Hebrews 3 reflects on Moses’ role and the importance of faithfulness in God’s promises,
illuminating the spiritual lessons behind the historical narrative.

Application

Modern disciples can draw encouragement from God’s faithfulness to His promises,
trusting that He is sovereign over life’s battles. The example of Moses teaches
perseverance and submission to God’s will, even when personal desires are unmet. The
communal aspect reminds believers to support one another in their spiritual journeys and
shared missions. Additionally, the chapter challenges believers to recognize God’s hand in
their own “conquests” and to prepare the next generation for faithful leadership and
stewardship.

Summary

Deuteronomy 3 recounts the victorious conquest of King Og’s territory and the distribution
of this land to Israel’s tribes, underscoring God’s power and faithfulness. It highlights the
transition of leadership from Moses to Joshua, emphasizing obedience and trust in God’s
plan. The chapter serves as a reminder of God’s covenantal faithfulness, the importance of
communal responsibility, and the need for faithful leadership as Israel prepares to enter
the Promised Land.
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