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Study Guide: Leviticus - Chapter 5

This study guide provides an educational overview of Leviticus Chapter 5 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Leviticus Chapter 5 deepens the understanding of sin and atonement within the Israelite
sacrificial system. It highlights specific cases of unintentional sins and the necessary steps
for restitution and purification. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by expanding on
the laws of guilt and the means by which individuals can restore their relationship with
God. Readers should watch for the distinctions made between different types of sin and
the prescribed offerings, which reveal God’s concern for holiness and justice even in
inadvertent offenses.

Context

Leviticus 5 follows the detailed instructions about sin offerings and the holiness code that
governs Israel’s covenant relationship with God. The immediate literary context includes
the preceding chapter’s discussion of sin offerings for unintentional sins by the community
and individuals. Historically, these laws were given during Israel’s wilderness period,
establishing a system to maintain purity before a holy God. The key speaker is God,
communicating through Moses, instructing the Israelites on how to deal with sins
committed unknowingly or by omission. This chapter continues to emphasize the
seriousness of sin and the necessity of atonement to maintain covenantal fellowship.

Outline

Leviticus 5 can be divided into several movements that address different scenarios of
unintentional sin and their corresponding offerings. The chapter begins by describing the
sin of failing to testify when aware of wrongdoing, followed by cases where a person
touches something ceremonially unclean or unknowingly sins in various ways. It then
outlines the appropriate sin offerings for these situations, differentiating between the poor
and those who can afford more substantial sacrifices. The chapter concludes with
instructions for guilt offerings related to misappropriation of holy things or failure to fulfill
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vows, emphasizing restitution plus a penalty. This structure systematically covers the
spectrum of inadvertent sins and the means of reconciliation.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: These verses address the sin of failing to testify when one has knowledge of a
matter requiring testimony. The individual is considered guilty and must bring a female
lamb or goat as a sin offering to the priest, who will make atonement. This highlights the
responsibility to uphold justice and the consequences of silence.

Verses 4-10: This section covers cases where a person becomes aware of touching
something ceremonially unclean or committing an unintentional sin. The prescribed
offering is a female lamb or goat, or if the person is poor, two turtledoves or pigeons. The
priest makes atonement by offering the sacrifice, underscoring God’s provision for all
social classes to restore purity.

Verses 11-13: Here, the text addresses those who cannot afford the prescribed animals.
They are instructed to bring a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a sin offering, without oil
or frankincense, which the priest offers on the altar. This provision ensures that economic
status does not bar one from seeking forgiveness.

Verses 14-19: These verses focus on guilt offerings related to misappropriation of holy
things or failure to fulfill a vow. The offender must confess, restore what was taken plus a
fifth, and bring a ram as a guilt offering. The priest makes atonement before the Lord. This
section emphasizes restitution and the seriousness of violating sacred trust.

Key Themes

A central theme in Leviticus 5 is the distinction between intentional and unintentional sin,
with this chapter focusing on the latter. It reveals God’s holiness and justice, requiring that
even inadvertent offenses be addressed through specific offerings. The theme of
responsibility emerges, especially regarding testimony and restitution. Another key theme
is God’s provision for all people, regardless of wealth, to access forgiveness. The chapter
also highlights the importance of confession and making things right, reflecting the
covenantal nature of Israel’s relationship with God.

Cross-References
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Numbers 5:6-7 parallels the emphasis on confession and restitution for unintentional sins,
reinforcing the necessity of acknowledging wrongdoing and making amends. Hebrews
9:13-14 contrasts the Old Testament sin offerings with the ultimate sacrifice of Christ,
showing how these laws foreshadow the perfect atonement. Psalm 51 illustrates the heart
attitude of repentance that underlies the sacrifices described in Leviticus 5. These cross-
references illuminate the chapter’s focus on purification, confession, and restoration within
the broader biblical narrative.

Application

For modern disciples, Leviticus 5 challenges believers to recognize the seriousness of sin,
including those sins committed unknowingly or through neglect. It calls for honest self-
examination, confession, and a willingness to make restitution where possible. The chapter
encourages believers to uphold truth and justice, especially in situations where silence or
omission can cause harm. It also reminds the community that God’s grace extends to all,
regardless of social or economic status, inviting everyone into restoration. Ultimately, it
points to the need for continual cleansing through Christ, who fulfills and transcends the
sacrificial system.

Summary

Leviticus Chapter 5 systematically addresses unintentional sins and the required offerings
to restore fellowship with God. It outlines responsibilities for testimony, purity, and
restitution, providing provisions for all economic levels. The chapter underscores God’s
holiness and justice while demonstrating His provision for forgiveness. Through detailed
instructions, it reveals the seriousness of sin in all forms and the necessity of confession
and atonement, setting the stage for understanding the ultimate sacrifice that brings
complete reconciliation.
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