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Study Guide: Leviticus - Chapter 2

This study guide provides an educational overview of Leviticus Chapter 2 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Leviticus Chapter 2 provides detailed instructions regarding the grain offerings, also
known as the meal offerings. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow by expanding on
the various types of sacrifices that maintain the covenant relationship between God and
Israel. It highlights the importance of offerings that are not animal-based, emphasizing the
role of dedication and consecration through grain and flour. Readers should watch for the
specific requirements and symbolism attached to these offerings, which reveal God’s
standards for worship and the holiness expected from His people.

Context

Leviticus is a book centered on the holiness code and the proper way for Israel to
approach God in worship. Chapter 2 follows the initial instructions about burnt offerings
and sin offerings, continuing the detailed sacrificial system given by God through Moses.
The immediate literary context places this chapter within the broader covenant framework
established at Sinai, where God sets Israel apart as His holy nation. The key speaker is
God, communicating His instructions to Moses, who then relays them to the people. The
setting is the wilderness encampment, where Israel is being formed into a distinct
community under divine law.

Outline

The chapter can be divided into three main movements. First, it introduces the grain
offering and its basic requirements, including the use of fine flour and the absence of
yeast or honey. Second, it describes the preparation process, such as mixing with oil and
frankincense, and the requirement to bring a portion as a memorial to the Lord. Third, it
addresses the treatment of the grain offering after presentation, emphasizing that it is a
most holy portion reserved for the priests. This structure reflects the progression from the
offering’s composition, through its ritual presentation, to its sacred consumption.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: These verses define the grain offering as a gift of fine flour, oil, and
frankincense, brought without yeast or honey. The absence of yeast symbolizes purity and
the avoidance of corruption, while frankincense represents the sweet aroma pleasing to
God. The portion presented to the Lord is a memorial, signifying remembrance and
dedication.

Verses 4-10: The text expands on the forms the grain offering may take—unleavened
cakes baked on a griddle, wafers baked in an oven, or fine flour mixed with oil. Each
variation maintains the core elements but allows for different preparations. The offering
must be salt-seasoned, symbolizing preservation and covenant fidelity, and must not
contain yeast, reinforcing the theme of purity.

Verses 11-16: These verses prohibit the use of yeast and honey in the grain offerings,
underscoring the demand for offerings without fermentation or decay. The portion of the
offering presented to the Lord is burned on the altar, producing a pleasing aroma, while
the remainder is given to the priests. This division highlights the sacredness of the offering
and the role of the priests as mediators who consume the holy portion in a state of ritual

purity.
Key Themes

One key theme is the holiness and purity required in worship. The grain offering must be
free from yeast and honey, symbolizing the avoidance of corruption and impurity. Another
theme is the memorial aspect of offerings, which serves as a tangible reminder of the
worshiper’s dedication to God. The chapter also emphasizes the role of the priesthood in
handling sacred offerings, illustrating the mediation between God and His people. Lastly,
the sweet aroma motif reflects the pleasing nature of obedient worship to God.

Cross-References

The grain offering instructions in Leviticus 2 connect closely with Exodus 29:40-41, where
grain offerings accompany burnt offerings, highlighting their complementary role in
worship. Numbers 15:1-10 reiterates the importance of grain offerings alongside animal
sacrifices, reinforcing their place in the covenant system. In the New Testament, Hebrews
13:15-16 references the concept of offering praise and good works as spiritual sacrifices,
echoing the grain offering’s symbolism of dedication beyond animal sacrifice. These
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passages clarify the holistic nature of worship as both ritual and heartfelt commitment.
Application

Modern disciples can learn from Leviticus 2 the importance of offering God not only
tangible gifts but also pure and sincere devotion. The grain offering’s emphasis on purity
challenges believers to examine the condition of their hearts and lives before God,
avoiding anything that corrupts worship. The memorial aspect encourages ongoing
remembrance of God’s grace and faithfulness. Additionally, recognizing the priestly role in
the Old Testament invites reflection on Christ’s mediation and how believers can approach
God confidently. Ultimately, this chapter calls for worship that is both holy and heartfelt,
pleasing to God as a fragrant offering.

Summary

Leviticus Chapter 2 outlines the grain offering as a vital component of Israel’s sacrificial
system, emphasizing purity, dedication, and the sacred role of the priesthood. The
chapter’s structure moves from the composition of the offering through its ritual
presentation to its consumption by the priests, highlighting the holiness required in
worship. Its detailed instructions reveal the symbolic significance of each element,
portraying worship as a pleasing aroma to God. This chapter enriches the covenant
relationship by teaching that offerings involve both material gifts and sincere devotion,
setting a foundation for understanding worship in both Old and New Testament contexts.
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