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This study guide provides an educational overview of Leviticus Chapter 1 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Leviticus Chapter 1 serves as the foundational chapter for the entire book of Leviticus,
introducing the system of burnt offerings that are central to Israel’s worship and
atonement practices. This chapter sets the tone for the detailed sacrificial laws that follow,
emphasizing the necessity of approaching God through prescribed offerings. Readers
should watch for the detailed instructions about the types of animals, the manner of their
presentation, and the symbolic significance of the burnt offering as a voluntary act of
worship and consecration.

Context

Leviticus is positioned within the Pentateuch as the third book, focusing on the holiness
code and the priestly regulations given to Israel. Chapter 1 appears immediately after the
establishment of the Tabernacle in Exodus and the consecration of priests, marking the
transition from preparation to active worship. The covenantal framework is the Mosaic
covenant, where Israel is called to be a holy nation. The primary speaker is God,
communicating directly to Moses on Mount Sinai, providing detailed instructions for the
sacrificial system that will maintain Israel’s fellowship with Him and atone for sin.

Outline

The chapter begins with the divine command to Moses to instruct the Israelites on burnt
offerings. It then describes the acceptable animals for sacrifice, including cattle, sheep,
and birds, highlighting the requirement for the offering to be without blemish. The process
of the offering is detailed step-by-step: bringing the animal to the entrance of the
Tabernacle, laying hands on it, slaughtering it, and the priest’s role in handling the blood
and burning the offering on the altar. The chapter closes by emphasizing the aroma
pleasing to the Lord, underscoring the voluntary and worshipful nature of the burnt
offering.
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Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: God commands Moses to speak to the Israelites, instructing them to bring an
offering from the herd or flock, specifically an animal without defect, to be accepted by the
Lord. This establishes the principle of offering the best to God, symbolizing purity and
dedication.

Verses 4–9: The offerer is to bring the animal to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, lay
their hand on its head as a sign of identification and substitution, then slaughter it. The
priests sprinkle the blood around the altar, and the entire animal is burned, signifying
complete surrender to God.

Verses 10–13: If the offering is a sheep or goat, the same procedure applies, with the
laying on of hands, slaughter, blood application, and burning. The consistency in ritual
underscores the importance of the offering’s completeness and the symbolism of
substitutionary atonement.

Verses 14–17: For those who cannot afford larger animals, offerings of birds—turtledoves
or young pigeons—are permitted. The ritual involves wringing off the bird’s head,
sprinkling blood on the altar, and burning it entirely. This provision demonstrates God’s
accessibility to all worshipers regardless of economic status.

Key Themes

One key theme is the holiness of God requiring a pure and unblemished offering, reflecting
the seriousness of sin and the need for atonement. Another theme is substitution, where
the offerer identifies with the sacrifice through the laying on of hands, symbolizing the
transfer of guilt. The chapter also emphasizes total consecration, as the entire offering is
consumed by fire, representing complete dedication to God. Lastly, the accessibility of
worship to all social classes is highlighted by the inclusion of birds as acceptable offerings.

Cross-References

Leviticus 1 connects closely with Exodus 29, where the consecration of priests involves
similar sacrificial elements, highlighting the priestly role in mediating between God and
Israel. Hebrews 10:1-10 reflects on the burnt offering as a foreshadowing of Christ’s
ultimate sacrifice, explaining the limitations of animal sacrifices and the fulfillment found
in Jesus. Additionally, Numbers 15:1-10 reiterates the importance of burnt offerings in
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maintaining covenantal fellowship, reinforcing the communal aspect of worship.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Leviticus 1 the importance of approaching God with
sincerity and purity, offering our best in worship and service. The principle of substitution
invites reflection on Christ’s sacrifice as the ultimate atonement, encouraging believers to
live in gratitude and holiness. The chapter’s emphasis on total consecration challenges
Christians to surrender all aspects of their lives to God. Furthermore, the accessibility of
the offerings reminds the church that worship is open to all, regardless of status or
resources, fostering inclusivity and humility in community life.

Summary

Leviticus Chapter 1 introduces the burnt offering as a foundational act of worship within
Israel’s covenant relationship with God. Through detailed instructions on acceptable
animals, the method of sacrifice, and the role of the priests, the chapter establishes
themes of holiness, substitution, and total dedication. It reveals God’s desire for sincere,
accessible worship and sets the stage for understanding the sacrificial system’s deeper
spiritual significance, ultimately pointing forward to the perfect sacrifice of Christ.
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