
Study Guide: Genesis – Chapter 37
Study Guide: Genesis – Chapter 37

This study guide provides an educational overview of Genesis Chapter 37 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Genesis chapter 37 serves as a pivotal turning point in the narrative of Joseph, introducing
the complex family dynamics that will shape much of the subsequent story. This chapter
marks the beginning of Joseph’s journey from favored son to a figure of suffering and
eventual redemption. Readers should watch for the themes of favoritism, jealousy, and
divine providence, as well as the significance of Joseph’s dreams which foreshadow future
events. The chapter sets the stage for God’s sovereign plan unfolding through human
actions, emphasizing both human responsibility and divine orchestration.

Context

Genesis 37 is situated within the larger Joseph narrative, which spans chapters 37 through
50. It follows the story of Jacob and his twelve sons, focusing here on Joseph, Jacob’s
eleventh son by Rachel. The immediate literary context shows a family struggling with
favoritism and rivalry, set against the backdrop of the covenant promises given to
Abraham and his descendants. The historical frame is the patriarchal period, where family
lineage and inheritance are crucial. Key figures in this chapter include Jacob, Joseph, and
his brothers, with the setting primarily in Canaan and later moving toward Egypt. The
chapter introduces the tension that will lead to Joseph’s exile, which ultimately serves
God’s covenantal purposes.

Outline

The chapter begins by describing Joseph’s favored status with his father and the resulting
jealousy of his brothers. It then moves to Joseph’s two significant dreams, which increase
the tension between him and his siblings. The narrative progresses to the brothers’ plot to
kill Joseph, which is then altered to selling him into slavery. The chapter closes with Joseph
being taken to Egypt and the brothers deceiving their father by presenting Joseph’s coat
stained with goat’s blood. This outline highlights the progression from familial favoritism
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and jealousy to betrayal and deception, setting in motion the larger redemptive story.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: The chapter opens by situating Joseph as a young man favored by his father
Jacob, who gives him a distinctive coat of many colors. This favoritism sparks jealousy
among his brothers, revealing early family tensions.

Verses 4–11: Joseph shares two dreams that symbolically depict his future rise above his
family, which further inflames his brothers’ envy and resentment. The first dream involves
sheaves of grain bowing to his sheaf, and the second features the sun, moon, and eleven
stars bowing to him.

Verses 12–17: Joseph’s brothers are sent to pasture the flocks in Shechem, and Jacob
sends Joseph to check on them. Joseph’s journey to find his brothers sets the stage for the
unfolding conflict.

Verses 18–24: When Joseph arrives, his brothers conspire to kill him out of jealousy.
Reuben intervenes, suggesting they throw Joseph into a pit instead, intending to rescue
him later. This section reveals the depth of the brothers’ hatred and Reuben’s partial
compassion.

Verses 25–28: Judah proposes selling Joseph to passing Ishmaelite traders rather than
killing him, which the brothers agree to. Joseph is sold into slavery, and the brothers
deceive Jacob by presenting the bloodied coat, leading him to believe Joseph is dead.

Verses 29–36: The chapter concludes with Jacob mourning deeply for Joseph, refusing
comfort from his family. Meanwhile, Joseph is taken to Egypt, marking the beginning of his
exile and the unfolding of God’s providential plan.

Key Themes

Favoritism and Jealousy: The chapter vividly portrays the destructive consequences of
parental favoritism and sibling jealousy, which lead to betrayal and family division.

Divine Sovereignty and Human Agency: While the brothers act out of jealousy and malice,
God’s providential hand is evident in Joseph’s dreams and the unfolding events that will
ultimately fulfill God’s purposes.

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 2
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



Dreams and Revelation: Joseph’s dreams serve as divine revelations that forecast his
future role and provoke conflict, emphasizing the theme of God communicating through
dreams.

Betrayal and Redemption: The chapter introduces the motif of betrayal within the family,
setting the stage for redemption and restoration that will be developed in later chapters.

Cross-References

Genesis 39: This chapter continues Joseph’s story in Egypt, showing how God’s favor
remains with him despite adversity, clarifying the providential theme introduced in
Genesis 37.

Psalm 105:16–22: This psalm recounts Joseph’s story, highlighting God’s sovereign plan in
sending Joseph ahead of his family to preserve them during famine, reinforcing the
covenantal promise.

Acts 7:9–16: Stephen’s speech references Joseph and his brothers’ betrayal, connecting
the Old Testament narrative to the New Testament understanding of God’s redemptive
work through suffering.

Romans 8:28: This verse affirms that God works all things together for good, echoing the
underlying message of Genesis 37 where human evil is used by God for a greater purpose.

Application

Modern readers can learn from the dangers of favoritism and envy within families and
communities, recognizing how these attitudes can lead to division and harm. The chapter
encourages believers to trust in God’s sovereign plan even when circumstances appear
unjust or painful. Joseph’s example teaches perseverance and faithfulness in adversity,
reminding disciples that God’s purposes often unfold through trials. Additionally, the
importance of honest communication and reconciliation is underscored, inviting reflection
on how to foster unity and forgiveness in relationships.

Summary

Genesis 37 introduces the dramatic conflict within Jacob’s family centered on Joseph,
whose favored status and prophetic dreams provoke jealousy and betrayal by his brothers.
The chapter’s narrative progression from favoritism to Joseph’s sale into slavery sets the
foundation for the unfolding story of God’s providential care and redemption. Through
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detailed character interactions and symbolic dreams, the chapter emphasizes themes of
divine sovereignty amid human sin, preparing readers for the larger redemptive arc that
will unfold throughout Joseph’s life.
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