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This study guide provides an educational overview of Genesis Chapter 21 using a verse-
by-verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Genesis Chapter 21 marks a pivotal moment in the narrative of Abraham'’s life, focusing on
the fulfillment of God’s promise through the birth of Isaac. This chapter contributes
significantly to the overall flow of Genesis by demonstrating God'’s faithfulness and the
unfolding of His covenantal plan. Readers should watch for the themes of divine timing,
covenant fulfillment, and the tension between human responsibility and divine sovereignty
as they study this chapter.

Context

The immediate context of Genesis 21 follows the divine promise made to Abraham and
Sarah regarding the birth of a son despite their old age. This chapter comes after the
covenantal promises in Genesis 17 and the testing of Abraham'’s faith in Genesis 20. The
key figures are Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, and Isaac, set within the broader covenant
framework established by God’s promise to make Abraham a father of many nations. The
historical setting reflects the patriarchal period, emphasizing God’s intervention in human
history to establish His chosen people.

Outline

Genesis 21 can be divided into three main movements. The first section focuses on the
miraculous birth of Isaac and the joy it brings to Abraham and Sarah. The second section
deals with the conflict between Sarah and Hagar, culminating in Hagar and Ishmael’s
departure. The final section describes God’s provision for Hagar and Ishmael in the
wilderness and Abraham'’s treaty with Abimelech, highlighting God’s ongoing care and the
establishment of peace with neighboring peoples.

Verse-by-Verse Study
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Verses 1-3: God fulfills His promise by enabling Sarah to conceive and bear a son, Isaac, at
the appointed time. Abraham’s obedience is demonstrated as he names his son according
to God'’s instruction, signifying the covenant continuation.

Verses 4-7: The chapter highlights the joy and celebration surrounding Isaac’s birth, with
Sarah expressing gratitude and naming him “laughter,” reflecting the miraculous nature of
the event and the reversal of previous despair.

Verses 8-10: Conflict arises when Sarah sees Ishmael mocking Isaac, leading her to
demand that Abraham send Hagar and Ishmael away. This tension underscores the
struggle between God’s covenant line and human efforts to secure promises.

Verses 11-13: Abraham is distressed but follows God’s direction to send Hagar and
Ishmael away, with God promising to make Ishmael a great nation, showing divine care
even outside the covenant line.

Verses 14-16: Hagar and Ishmael wander in the wilderness, and when their water runs
out, Hagar despairs. God hears Ishmael’s cries and provides a well, demonstrating His
providential care.

Verses 17-20: God reiterates His promise to Hagar about Ishmael’s future, assuring her
that he will become a great nation, emphasizing God’s faithfulness beyond the primary
covenant.

Verses 21-34: The chapter concludes with Abraham making a covenant with Abimelech,
securing peace and rights to a well. This political agreement reflects Abraham’s growing
influence and God’s blessing extending into regional relationships.

Key Themes

One key theme is the fulfillment of God’s promises in His perfect timing, as seen in Isaac’s
birth. Another theme is divine provision and care, demonstrated in God’s intervention for
Hagar and Ishmael. The chapter also explores covenant identity and separation,
highlighting the tension between the covenant line through Isaac and the fate of Ishmael.
Lastly, the theme of peace and diplomacy emerges through Abraham’s treaty with
Abimelech, showing God’s blessing extending into human relationships.

Cross-References
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The promise of Isaac’s birth connects closely with Genesis 17, where God establishes the
covenant with Abraham and promises a son by Sarah. The sending away of Hagar and
Ishmael echoes God’s earlier instructions in Genesis 16 and foreshadows the future
tension between Isaac’s and Ishmael’s descendants. God’s provision for Hagar in the
wilderness parallels His care for Israel in the desert, as seen in Exodus 17. Abraham'’s
covenant with Abimelech can be compared to later treaties in the Old Testament, such as
those in Joshua, illustrating the importance of peace agreements in God’s plan.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Genesis 21 the importance of trusting God’s timing and
promises, especially when circumstances seem impossible. The chapter encourages
believers to recognize God’s care even in difficult and uncertain situations, as seen in
Hagar’s story. It also challenges Christians to navigate relationships with wisdom and seek
peace, following Abraham’s example in making covenants. Finally, the chapter invites
reflection on God’s faithfulness to His covenant people and His broader mercy toward all
humanity.

Summary

Genesis 21 presents the fulfillment of God’s promise through Isaac’s birth, the resulting
family tensions, and God’s providential care for all involved. It highlights the unfolding of
the Abrahamic covenant, the establishment of God’s chosen line, and the extension of His
blessing through peace with surrounding peoples. The chapter balances divine sovereignty
with human responsibility, illustrating God’s faithfulness and provision in the midst of
complex relationships and challenges.
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