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This study guide provides an educational overview of Exodus Chapter 34 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Exodus Chapter 34 is a pivotal moment in the narrative of Israel’s covenant relationship
with God. After the breaking of the first tablets due to Israel’s sin with the golden calf, this
chapter records God’s renewal of the covenant and the giving of the second set of tablets.
It reveals God’s character in profound ways and sets the foundation for Israel’s identity
and worship. Readers should watch for the interplay between divine mercy and justice, the
reaffirmation of covenant obligations, and the personal encounter between Moses and God
that transforms both the leader and the people.

Context

This chapter follows the dramatic episode where Moses breaks the first tablets of the Ten
Commandments after witnessing Israel’s idolatry with the golden calf. The immediate
literary context is the restoration of the covenant after a breach caused by Israel’s
rebellion. The setting is Mount Sinai, where God had originally given the law. The key
speaker is God, who instructs Moses to carve new tablets and meet Him again on the
mountain. This chapter is framed within the broader covenantal history of Israel,
emphasizing God’s faithfulness despite human failure. Moses acts as mediator between
God and the people, receiving divine revelation that reaffirms Israel’s special status and
responsibilities.

Outline

The chapter begins with God commanding Moses to prepare new tablets, signaling a
renewal of the covenant relationship. Following this, God descends in a cloud and
proclaims His name and attributes to Moses, revealing His merciful and just nature. Moses
then worships God, and the narrative describes the radiance of Moses’ face after this
encounter. The latter part of the chapter contains detailed covenant stipulations, including
laws about worship, festivals, and social justice, which emphasize Israel’s distinctiveness
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and holiness. The chapter closes with a reminder of the covenant’s ongoing nature and the
importance of obedience.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1–3: God instructs Moses to chisel two new stone tablets, replacing the ones
broken in anger. This act symbolizes restoration and God’s willingness to renew the
covenant despite Israel’s sin.

Verses 4–7: God descends in a cloud and proclaims His name and nature to Moses. He
describes Himself as compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness, yet also just, punishing sin but forgiving iniquity and rebellion. This self-
revelation highlights the balance of God’s mercy and justice.

Verses 8–9: Moses quickly bows in worship and asks God to accompany the people,
emphasizing the necessity of God’s presence for Israel’s success and identity.

Verses 10–26: God renews the covenant with Israel, giving specific laws that govern
worship, social conduct, and festivals. These laws reinforce Israel’s holiness, the
prohibition of idolatry, and the importance of remembering God’s deliverance. The
instructions about festivals like the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of Weeks
connect worship with historical remembrance and communal identity.

Verses 27–35: The chapter concludes with Moses’ radiant face after speaking with God, a
visible sign of the divine encounter. Moses covers his face with a veil when speaking to the
people, indicating the holiness of the experience and the transformative power of God’s
presence.

Key Themes

One key theme is the renewal of covenant relationship, showing God’s grace in restoring
broken fellowship. Another theme is the revelation of God’s character as both merciful and
just, which shapes Israel’s understanding of divine holiness and human responsibility. The
chapter also emphasizes the importance of obedience to God’s law as a response to His
faithfulness. The visible transformation of Moses underscores the theme of divine
encounter and mediation, highlighting how God’s presence changes those who draw near
to Him. Finally, the chapter stresses Israel’s distinct identity through worship and ethical
conduct, setting them apart as God’s chosen people.
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Cross-References

Exodus 34’s description of God’s character echoes in Numbers 14:18, where God is
described as compassionate and slow to anger, reinforcing the consistency of His nature.
The renewal of the tablets parallels Deuteronomy 10:1–5, where Moses recounts receiving
the second tablets, emphasizing covenant continuity. The theme of God’s radiant presence
on Moses’ face is reflected in 2 Corinthians 3:7–18, where Paul interprets this as a symbol
of the new covenant’s glory. The laws about festivals connect with Leviticus 23, which
elaborates on Israel’s appointed feasts, showing their ongoing significance. Finally, the
emphasis on God’s mercy and justice finds fulfillment in the New Testament revelation of
Christ’s atoning work, as seen in Hebrews 8, where the new covenant surpasses the old.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from Exodus 34 the importance of returning to God after
failure, trusting in His mercy to restore broken relationships. The chapter challenges
believers to embrace both God’s grace and His call to holiness, recognizing that true
worship involves obedience and ethical living. The personal encounter between Moses and
God invites believers to seek transformative experiences with God that impact daily life
and witness. Additionally, the emphasis on remembering God’s acts through communal
worship encourages the church to maintain spiritual rhythms that cultivate identity and
faithfulness. Finally, the balance of justice and mercy in God’s character calls Christians to
reflect these qualities in their relationships and communities.

Summary

Exodus 34 serves as a profound renewal of the covenant between God and Israel,
highlighting God’s merciful yet just nature and the call for Israel’s holiness. Through the
giving of the second tablets, the proclamation of God’s character, and the detailed
covenant laws, the chapter reestablishes the foundation for Israel’s identity and worship.
Moses’ radiant face symbolizes the transformative power of divine encounter, reminding
readers that God’s presence changes hearts and communities. This chapter bridges God’s
faithfulness with human responsibility, inviting continual obedience rooted in grace.
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