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This study guide provides an educational overview of Exodus Chapter 31 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Exodus Chapter 31 serves as a pivotal moment in the narrative of the Israelites’ journey
from slavery to nationhood. This chapter highlights God’s provision of skilled artisans and
the divine instructions regarding the Sabbath, emphasizing the sacredness of worship and
craftsmanship in the life of the covenant community. As the book of Exodus progresses,
this chapter contributes to the detailed preparation for the Tabernacle, underscoring the
importance of obedience and divine guidance. Readers should watch for the intertwining
of divine empowerment with human responsibility, as well as the theological significance
of the Sabbath command within the broader covenant framework.

Context

Exodus 31 is situated immediately after God’s instructions about the Tabernacle and its
furnishings, marking a transition from divine commands to the appointment of individuals
to carry out these tasks. The chapter follows the detailed commands given in Exodus 25-
30, which set the stage for Israel’s worship and presence among God. The key speaker is
God, communicating through Moses, who acts as the mediator between God and the
people. Historically, this chapter occurs during the wilderness period after the Exodus from
Egypt, a time when the Israelites are being formed into a covenant community under
Yahweh's law. The covenantal frame is critical here, as the Sabbath command is
reaffirmed, linking worship to identity and obedience within the covenant relationship.

Outline

The chapter begins with God commissioning Bezalel and Oholiab, skilled craftsmen
empowered by the Spirit of God to construct the Tabernacle and its sacred objects. This is
followed by a divine reminder of the Sabbath as a perpetual covenant sign between God
and Israel. The chapter concludes with a solemn warning about the consequences of
violating the Sabbath, reinforcing its sacred status. Thus, the chapter can be outlined as
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the divine appointment and empowerment of artisans, the institution of the Sabbath
command, and the covenantal enforcement of Sabbath observance.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: God appoints Bezalel, from the tribe of Judah, and fills him with the Spirit of
God, granting him wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and craftsmanship. This divine
empowerment enables him to design and execute the intricate work required for the
Tabernacle, highlighting the partnership between divine enablement and human skill.

Verses 4-5: God also appoints Oholiab from the tribe of Dan as Bezalel’'s assistant,
ensuring that the work on the Tabernacle is a collaborative effort. Together, they are
responsible for crafting the Tabernacle’s furnishings, weaving, and engraving,
demonstrating the diversity of skills needed for worship.

Verses 6-11: The chapter expands on the specific tasks assigned to Bezalel and Oholiab,
including making the Ark of the Covenant, the table, the lampstand, and the altar, as well
as the fine linen and embroidery. God’s instructions emphasize the holiness and precision
required in these sacred objects, reflecting divine order and beauty.

Verses 12-17: God reiterates the importance of the Sabbath as a sign of the covenant
between Him and Israel. The Sabbath is described as a holy day of rest, a perpetual
covenant to be observed throughout generations. The text warns that anyone who
profanes the Sabbath shall be put to death, underscoring the seriousness of covenant
faithfulness and the sanctity of time dedicated to God.

Key Themes

One key theme is divine empowerment for service, where God equips individuals with
specific gifts and skills to fulfill His purposes. This reflects the broader biblical principle
that God calls and enables His people to participate in His work. Another theme is the
sanctity of the Sabbath, which functions as a covenant sign linking God and Israel,
emphasizing rest, holiness, and obedience. The chapter also highlights the integration of
worship and craftsmanship, showing that artistic excellence is a form of honoring God.
Lastly, the seriousness of covenant obedience is evident in the stern warning about
Sabbath violation, emphasizing that faithfulness to God’'s commands is foundational to the
community’s identity and relationship with God.
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Cross-References

Exodus 35:30-35 provides a parallel account of Bezalel and Oholiab’s appointment,
reinforcing the theme of divine gifting for sacred work. In Genesis 2:2-3, the institution of
the Sabbath is introduced in creation, which Exodus 31 echoes by linking Sabbath
observance to God’s creative rest. Leviticus 19:3 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15 reiterate
Sabbath laws, showing its ongoing covenant significance. Hebrews 4:9-11 reflects on the
Sabbath rest as a spiritual reality fulfilled in Christ, deepening the theological
understanding of rest beyond the Mosaic law. These cross-references help clarify the
chapter’'s emphasis on divine provision, covenant identity, and the sacred rhythm of work
and rest.

Application

Modern disciples can draw from Exodus 31 the importance of recognizing and cultivating
God-given gifts for service within the community. Like Bezalel and Oholiab, believers are
called to use their talents in ways that honor God and build up the body of Christ. The
Sabbath command challenges contemporary believers to intentionally set aside time for
rest and worship, resisting the pressures of constant productivity. Observing a rhythm of
work and rest nurtures spiritual health and acknowledges God’s lordship over time.
Additionally, the chapter encourages reverence for sacred tasks and spaces, reminding
believers that worship involves both heart and skill. Finally, the seriousness with which
God treats covenant faithfulness invites reflection on our commitment to live obediently in
relationship with Him.

Summary

Exodus 31 reveals God’s intentional preparation for worship through the divine
appointment of skilled artisans and the establishment of the Sabbath as a covenant sign.
The chapter intertwines divine empowerment with human responsibility, underscoring the
sacred nature of craftsmanship and rest. It calls the covenant community to faithful
obedience, highlighting the holiness of God’s commands and the communal identity
shaped by worship practices. This chapter thus bridges God'’s instructions with their
practical outworking, setting the stage for the Tabernacle’s construction and the ongoing
life of Israel as God’s holy people.
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