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Study Guide: Exodus - Chapter 29

This study guide provides an educational overview of Exodus Chapter 29 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Exodus Chapter 29 marks a pivotal moment in the establishment of the priesthood under
the Mosaic covenant. This chapter details the consecration ceremony of Aaron and his
sons as priests, providing a foundational ritual that sets the tone for Israel’s worship and
mediation before God. Readers should watch for the intricate instructions given for the
ordination process, the symbolism embedded in the sacrifices, and the emphasis on
holiness and dedication required of the priests. This chapter contributes to the book’s flow
by transitioning from the preparation of the tabernacle and priestly garments to the actual
commissioning of the priests who will serve within that sacred space.

Context

The immediate literary context of Exodus 29 is the broader section of Exodus that
describes the construction of the tabernacle, the priestly garments, and the establishment
of Israel’s worship system. This chapter follows the detailed instructions for making the
priestly garments and precedes the consecration of the tabernacle itself. Historically, this
occurs during the wilderness period after the Exodus from Egypt, as God establishes His
covenant relationship with Israel. The key speakers are God, who gives the instructions to
Moses, and Moses, who acts as the mediator carrying out God’'s commands. The covenant
frame is the Mosaic covenant, where Israel is called to be a holy nation, and the priesthood
is central to maintaining the covenant relationship through sacrificial worship and
intercession.

Outline

The chapter begins with the divine instructions for the ordination of Aaron and his sons,
focusing on the preparation of the priests through washing, dressing, anointing, and
sacrificial offerings. This is followed by detailed descriptions of the specific sacrifices to be
offered during the seven-day consecration period, including a young bull, rams, grain
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offerings, and drink offerings. The narrative then shifts to the symbolic actions performed
by Moses, such as the anointing of the altar and the sprinkling of blood, which consecrate
both the priests and the altar for holy service. The chapter concludes with a reminder of
the ongoing role of the priests in maintaining the covenant through continual offerings and
the significance of the altar as a place of atonement and dedication.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: God commands Moses to bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting to begin their ordination. This sets the stage for a sacred ceremony
emphasizing the priests’ approach to God in holiness.

Verses 4-9: The washing of Aaron and his sons symbolizes purification, preparing them
physically and spiritually for their priestly duties. The dressing in sacred garments signifies
their new identity and role.

Verses 10-14: The offering of a young bull as a sin offering introduces the theme of
atonement, highlighting the necessity of purification from sin before entering God’s
presence.

Verses 15-18: The ram for a burnt offering represents total dedication and consecration to
God. The ritual includes the sprinkling of blood on the altar and the priests, symbolizing
sanctification and acceptance.

Verses 19-21: The anointing with oil is a key element, signifying the empowerment and
setting apart of the priests by the Holy Spirit for their sacred service.

Verses 22-28: The second ram, a ram of consecration, is sacrificed to complete the
ordination. The elaborate ritual of applying blood and anointing oil on Aaron and his sons
underscores the solemnity and divine approval of their office.

Verses 29-34: The consumption of the ram’s meat by the priests is permitted, indicating
their share in the sacrificial offering and their unique relationship with God’s provision.

Verses 35-37: The grain offerings and drink offerings accompany the sacrifices, expressing
thanksgiving and dedication. These offerings complete the ritual and maintain the
covenantal worship pattern.

Verses 38-42: Instructions for daily burnt offerings are given, establishing the priests’
ongoing responsibility to maintain continual worship and atonement on behalf of Israel.
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Verses 43-44: The chapter closes with a divine promise that God will dwell among the
Israelites and be their God, emphasizing the covenantal relationship mediated through the
priesthood.

Key Themes

Holiness and Separation: The chapter underscores the necessity of purification and
consecration, setting the priests apart from the common people to serve God in a holy
capacity. The washing, anointing, and sacrificial rituals all point to this theme.

Atonement and Mediation: The detailed sacrifices highlight the priest’'s role as mediator
between God and Israel, making atonement for sin and enabling the people’s access to
God’s presence.

Divine Appointment and Empowerment: The anointing with oil symbolizes the divine
selection and empowerment of the priests, indicating that their authority and ability to
serve come directly from God.

Covenantal Relationship: The chapter reflects the ongoing covenant between God and
Israel, with the priesthood serving as the means by which the people maintain fellowship
with God through worship and obedience.

Sacrificial System as Worship: The integration of various offerings—sin, burnt, grain, and
drink—illustrates the comprehensive nature of worship that includes atonement,
dedication, thanksgiving, and sustenance.

Cross-References

Leviticus 8 provides a parallel account of the consecration of Aaron and his sons, offering
additional details and emphasizing the significance of the ordination rituals described in
Exodus 29.

Hebrews 5 discusses Jesus as the ultimate High Priest, referencing the Old Testament
priesthood to explain Christ’s superior and eternal mediatory role, which sheds light on the
temporary and symbolic nature of the Mosaic priesthood.

Psalm 133 highlights the blessing of unity among God’s people, which is connected to the
priesthood’s role in maintaining harmony between God and Israel through worship.
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Numbers 8 describes the setting apart of the Levites, complementing the consecration of
the priests and illustrating the broader system of service in the tabernacle.

Exodus 40 details the final installation of the tabernacle and the beginning of priestly
service, providing the practical outworking of the ordination instructions given in chapter
29.

Application

Modern disciples can learn from the emphasis on holiness and preparation before serving
God. Just as the priests were washed, clothed, and anointed, believers today are called to
be spiritually prepared and set apart for God’s service through sanctification and
dedication.

The chapter reminds us of the importance of mediation and intercession. Followers of
Christ can reflect on their role in praying for others and representing God’s grace, inspired
by the priestly model.

The detailed rituals point to the seriousness of approaching God rightly. This encourages
believers to examine their hearts and lives, ensuring they come before God with reverence
and sincerity.

The ongoing nature of the daily offerings challenges Christians to maintain consistent
spiritual disciplines, such as prayer and worship, as continual acts of dedication to God.

Finally, the chapter’s focus on God dwelling among His people invites believers to embrace
the presence of God in their lives and communities, fostering a lifestyle that reflects God’s
holiness and covenantal faithfulness.

Summary

Exodus 29 provides a comprehensive blueprint for the consecration of Aaron and his sons
as priests, emphasizing purification, anointing, and sacrificial offerings as essential
elements of their ordination. The chapter highlights the themes of holiness, atonement,
divine empowerment, and covenantal relationship, situating the priesthood as central to
Israel’s worship and mediation before God. Through detailed rituals and ongoing
responsibilities, the chapter sets the foundation for the priestly role in maintaining God’s
presence among His people, a role ultimately fulfilled in Christ but rooted in the Mosaic
covenant. This chapter challenges readers to approach God with reverence, embrace their
calling to serve, and live in the reality of God’s abiding presence.
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