4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

Study Guide: Exodus - Chapter 28
Study Guide: Exodus - Chapter 28

This study guide provides an educational overview of Exodus Chapter 28 using a verse-by-
verse structure, theological context, and application-oriented insights grounded in
Scripture.

Introduction

Exodus Chapter 28 is a pivotal passage in the book of Exodus, detailing the divine
instructions for the garments of the priests, specifically Aaron and his sons. This chapter
contributes significantly to the book’s flow by shifting focus from the construction of the
tabernacle and its furnishings to the consecration and role of the priesthood. The
elaborate description of the priestly garments underscores the holiness and
distinctiveness required for those who serve before God. Readers should watch for the
symbolic meanings embedded in the materials, colors, and design of the garments, as well
as the theological implications of the high priest’s unique role as mediator between God
and Israel.

Context

The immediate literary context of Exodus 28 is the broader narrative of the Israelites’
preparation to establish their worship system as they journey toward the Promised Land.
This chapter falls within the covenantal framework where God gives detailed instructions
to Moses on how lIsrael is to worship Him properly. The key speaker is God, who commands
Moses to make sacred garments for Aaron and his sons, setting them apart for priestly
service. Historically, this reflects the establishment of the Levitical priesthood, a
foundational institution for Israel’s religious life. The chapter follows the instructions for
the tabernacle’s construction and precedes the consecration of the priests, linking the
physical space of worship with the spiritual mediation performed by the priests.

Outline

Exodus 28 can be divided into several clear movements. The first section introduces the
command to make sacred garments for Aaron and his sons, emphasizing their role as
priests. Next, the chapter details the specific components of the high priest’s attire,
including the ephod, breastpiece, robe, tunic, turban, and sash, each described with

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



4 SPEARNET
[ rYy]

g'l l Living as Bereans

precise materials and craftsmanship. Following this, instructions are given for the
breastpiece of judgment, including the twelve precious stones representing the tribes of
Israel. The chapter concludes with the making of the golden plate engraved with “Holy to
the Lord,” signifying the high priest’s consecration. Throughout, the focus remains on the
holiness, symbolism, and function of the garments in the priestly ministry.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Verses 1-3: God commands Moses to make sacred garments for Aaron to honor and adorn
him for his priestly duties. The emphasis is on the dignity and sanctity of the priestly
office.

Verses 4-14: The ephod is described in detail, made of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet yarn,
and finely twisted linen. It includes two onyx stones engraved with the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel, symbolizing the priest bearing the people before God.

Verses 15-30: The breastpiece of judgment is crafted with skill, set with twelve precious
stones arranged in four rows, each inscribed with the name of an Israelite tribe. The
breastpiece is attached to the ephod with gold chains and rings, serving as a symbol of
divine judgment and representation.

Verses 31-35: The robe of the ephod is made entirely of blue cloth, featuring
pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn alternating with golden bells around its
hem. The bells serve a practical and symbolic purpose, signaling the high priest’s
presence as he ministers.

Verses 36-39: The golden plate, or “holy crown,” is engraved with “Holy to the Lord” and
fastened on the turban with a blue cord. This plate signifies the high priest’s consecration
and dedication to God’s service.

Verses 40-43: The chapter concludes with instructions for making the tunic, sash, and
turban for Aaron’s sons, ensuring that all priests are properly attired for their sacred
duties, emphasizing the unity and holiness of the priestly family.

Key Themes

Holiness and Separation: The chapter highlights the necessity of holiness in approaching
God, demonstrated through the distinct and sacred garments worn by the priests. These
garments set them apart from the people and ordinary life.
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Representation and Mediation: The priestly garments symbolize the priest’s role in
representing Israel before God, bearing the names of the tribes on stones and
breastpieces, signifying intercession and judgment.

Divine Authority and Glory: The use of gold and precious stones reflects the glory and
authority bestowed upon the high priest, indicating that his service is under God’s
sovereign command.

Symbolism of Colors and Materials: The colors blue, purple, and scarlet, along with fine
linen and gold, carry rich symbolic meanings related to royalty, divinity, and purity,
reinforcing the sacred nature of the priestly office.

Covenantal Identity: The inclusion of the twelve tribes’ names on the garments
underscores the covenant relationship between God and Israel, with the priest acting as a
living reminder of this bond.

Cross-References

Leviticus 8 describes the consecration of Aaron and his sons, providing the practical
fulfillment of the garment instructions in Exodus 28 and illustrating the initiation of the
priestly ministry.

Hebrews 4:14-16 offers a New Testament perspective on the high priesthood, portraying
Jesus as the ultimate high priest who surpasses the earthly priests and their garments,
emphasizing the fulfillment of the priestly role.

Exodus 39 parallels Exodus 28 by recounting the actual making of the priestly garments,
confirming the detailed obedience to God’s commands and the importance of precise
craftsmanship in worship.

Psalm 133 highlights the blessing of unity among God’s people, which is symbolized in the
priestly garments bearing the names of all tribes, pointing to the unity represented in the
priest’s role.

1 Timothy 2:5 speaks of Jesus as the one mediator between God and humanity, echoing
the priestly mediation role introduced in Exodus 28 and fulfilled in Christ.

Application
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Modern disciples can reflect on the call to holiness that Exodus 28 emphasizes through the
priestly garments. Just as the priests were set apart for sacred service, believers are called
to live lives distinct in character and purpose, reflecting God’s holiness in daily conduct.

The symbolism of representation invites believers to consider their role as ambassadors of
Christ, bearing the spiritual needs of others before God in prayer and intercession, much
like the high priest bore the tribes’ names.

The chapter encourages an appreciation for the beauty and reverence due in worship,
reminding modern Christians that worship is not casual but involves intentionality, respect,
and recognition of God’s glory.

Believers are also called to recognize Jesus as the ultimate high priest who fulfills and
transcends the Old Testament priesthood, encouraging trust in His perfect mediation and
access to God.

Finally, the unity symbolized by the twelve tribes on the garments challenges the church
to maintain unity in diversity, representing the fullness of God’s people as one body under
Christ’s priestly care.

Summary

Exodus 28 presents detailed instructions for the sacred garments of Aaron and his sons,
emphasizing the holiness, representation, and divine authority inherent in the priestly
office. The chapter integrates symbolic materials, colors, and design to convey the
spiritual realities of mediation and covenant identity. These garments not only set the
priests apart but also visually communicate their role as bearers of Israel before God. This
passage bridges the physical preparations of the tabernacle with the spiritual service of
the priesthood, pointing forward to the ultimate high priest, Jesus Christ, who fulfills and
perfects this role for all believers.
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