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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Lipstadt partially recanted her earlier statement linking the US synagogue fire to an anti-
Israel movement, clarifying that the arsonist held far-right antisemitic views rather than
far-left affiliations. Meanwhile, the NFL linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair publicly displayed a
“stop the genocide” message during a postgame interview, highlighting ongoing tensions
and advocacy around the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (Times of Israel; Times of Israel).

On the geopolitical front, US and UK forces have begun pulling some personnel from their
Qatar military base as a precautionary measure amid rising tensions with Iran, while the
IDF issued evacuation orders for Tehran ahead of potential strikes. These developments
underscore the escalating security concerns in the region as the death toll in Iran’s
protests continues to rise into the thousands (BBC News; JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Israel continued its military operations against Hezbollah in Lebanon, targeting assets and
personnel south of the Litani River, following the Lebanese Armed Forces’ control
certification of the area. Concurrently, the US is intensifying its efforts in Venezuela by
seizing more tankers and courting oil companies amid political turmoil after the arrest of
Nicolds Maduro, reflecting a broader US strategy to reshape regional power dynamics (
Long War Journal; Long War Journal).

Chatham House experts warn that US foreign policy under President Trump marks a
revolutionary shift, rejecting foundational principles and international law, which threatens
alliances and global stability. This is evident in US actions regarding Greenland, Venezuela,
and Iran, signaling a reshaping of the new world order with significant geopolitical
implications (Chatham House; Chatham House).

Global Macro & Geopolitics
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/lipstadt-partially-recants-comment-linking-us-synagogue-fire-to-anti-israel-movement/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/nfl-linebacker-azeez-al-shaair-wears-stop-the-genocide-eye-black-in-postgame-interview/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c701xywwxw8o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.jns.org/trump-weighs-iran-options-as-death-toll-heads-into-thousands/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/israeli-operations-in-lebanon-against-hezbollah-january-5-11-2026.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/us-seizes-more-tankers-courts-oil-companies-as-post-maduro-venezuela-takes-shape.php
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/01/chatham-house-director-bronwen-maddox-warns-does-mark-end-western-alliance
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/01/greenland-venezuela-iran-chatham-house-analyses-how-us-power-reshaping-new-world-order
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Diplomatic talks between Denmark and the White House revealed fundamental
disagreements over Greenland, with President Trump reaffirming his interest in acquiring
the island. Meanwhile, the US has suspended immigrant visa processing for 75 countries,
including Russia and Iran, reflecting a more transactional and restrictive approach to
immigration and foreign policy (BBC News; France24).

Iran continues to jam Starlink satellite internet services, aiming to curb information flow
amid domestic unrest, while citizens seek ways to circumvent censorship. In Asia, Japan’s
largest opposition party struggles to shift rightward to maintain relevance, while the
European Union remains a key supporter of Myanmar’s democratic opposition, highlighting
shifting global alliances and internal political dynamics (France24; The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists at the University of Basel developed a novel test to distinguish antibiotics that
truly kill bacteria from those that merely inhibit growth, promising more effective
treatments for infections like tuberculosis. Additionally, a real-world flu experiment
showed that limited coughing and good ventilation prevented virus spread, underscoring
the importance of air quality and masks in infection control (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Research links Long COVID symptoms to persistent inflammation, micro-clots, and
disrupted energy metabolism, with emerging treatments showing promise despite limited
large-scale trials. Furthermore, a surprising viral mechanism called “Migrions” was
discovered, in which infected cells collectively deliver viral material, enhancing infection
severity and challenging traditional infection models (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Contrary to past concerns, Tamiflu has been found to reduce neuropsychiatric events in
children with influenza, suggesting a protective effect. Meanwhile, Stanford scientists
elucidated how mRNA COVID vaccines can rarely trigger heart inflammation through a
two-step immune response, offering insights to mitigate this risk (ScienceDaily;
ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 5.6 earthquake near Akkeshi, Japan, and
smaller quakes in Alaska, indicating ongoing tectonic movements in the Pacific Rim. NASA
prepares for the Artemis Il mission’s moon rocket roll to the pad, marking a significant step
toward lunar exploration. Additionally, an Arctic front is bringing colder temperatures and
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx20vzz0g8vo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/americas/20260114-us-suspends-immigrant-visa-processing-for-75-countries
https://www.france24.com/en/iran-jammed-starlink-get-around-it
https://thediplomat.com/2026/01/as-the-us-turns-transactional-the-eu-has-a-critical-role-in-myanmar/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260112211455.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260110211204.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260107225532.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260105165820.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260105165818.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251227082716.htm
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winter weather to the Eastern United States, highlighting seasonal atmospheric changes (
USGS; NASA).

The New York-Newark-Jersey City metropolitan area was recently imaged from the
International Space Station, showcasing urban density and nighttime illumination. These
observations contribute to understanding human impact on the environment and urban
development patterns (NASA).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The Israel Antiquities Authority released new findings in Hadashot Arkheologiyot 108,
detailing excavations and artifact discoveries across various sites in Israel. These reports
provide valuable insights into the region’s ancient history and cultural heritage, enhancing
understanding of historical contexts and archaeological methodologies (Israel Antiquities

Authority).

Reflection

We should interpret these developments soberly, resisting both panic and apathy while
attending to what is true. Our aim is prayerful discernment—grounding convictions in
Scripture and keeping watch with steadiness and hope.
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https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us7000rpq8
https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/coverage-briefing-set-for-nasas-artemis-ii-moon-rocket-roll-to-pad/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/new-york-newark-jersey-city-metropolitan-area/
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