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A concise summary of significant developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Israel & Jerusalem

Israeli Foreign Minister Sa’ar recently visited Somaliland, marking the first official meeting
with the breakaway state’s president since Israel recognized Somaliland. This diplomatic
engagement highlights Israel’s expanding ties in the Horn of Africa. At the same time, the
strategic importance of Greenland, rich in rare natural resources and located in the Arctic
Circle, has been emphasized by former US President Trump as a key asset for American
interests (Times of Israel; Times of Israel).

Recent polling indicates that a majority of Jewish Israelis perceive their country as safer
than abroad, with 76% affirming Israel as the safest place for Jews. This sentiment
coincides with evolving political dynamics in the American Jewish community, as
exemplified by Michele Weiss's election, which calls for active civic engagement and social
responsibility among American Jews (JNS; JNS).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The recent US military strike on Venezuela, resulting in the capture of President Maduro,
underscores the complex geopolitical entanglements involving Turkey’s longstanding
support for Maduro’s regime, which had provided economic and diplomatic lifelines
despite international sanctions. The operation signals a shift in regional power dynamics,
with the US also planning to intercept additional oil tankers linked to Venezuela, further
tightening pressure on the regime (Long War Journal; FDD).

In parallel, Somali intelligence has announced the death of a senior Shabaab leader, a
significant blow to the militant group’s operational capabilities. Meanwhile, ongoing
protests in Iran and US threats against the regime continue to shape the security
landscape in the Middle East, with implications for regional stability and Israel’s strategic
posture (Long War Journal; FDD).

Global Macro & Geopolitics
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/key-location-rare-natural-resources-why-trump-says-the-us-needs-greenland/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/saar-visits-somaliland-to-meet-with-president-for-1st-time-since-israeli-recognition/
https://www.jns.org/poll-most-jewish-israelis-view-country-as-safer-than-abroad/
https://www.jns.org/what-michele-weisss-election-demands-of-american-jews/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/united-states-strikes-venezuela-captures-president-maduro.php
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/01/06/u-s-plans-to-intercept-another-oil-tanker-linked-to-venezuela/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/somali-intelligence-claims-death-of-senior-shabaab-leader.php
https://www.fdd.org/in_the_news/2026/01/05/will-trumps-threats-change-the-course-of-the-protests-in-iran/
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Ukraine’s President Zelensky has replaced the head of the country’s powerful security
service amidst criticism, reflecting ongoing challenges in governance and security reform.
Concurrently, widespread anti-government protests in Iran have spread across more than
50 towns and cities, signaling deep unrest within the regime’s heartlands. These
developments highlight the fragility of regional governments amid global geopolitical
tensions (BBC News; BBC News).

In the United Kingdom, new regulations banning junk food advertisements on daytime TV
and online aim to combat childhood obesity, though some critics argue the measures fall
short by allowing other forms of advertising. Meanwhile, cultural resilience is exemplified
by the Cité Universitaire de Paris, a century-old international campus fostering diversity
and peace through education and community (France24; France24).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have discovered “migrions,” viral structures that enable infected cells to
transfer viral material, thereby accelerating infection and increasing disease severity. This
breakthrough challenges traditional models of viral spread and may inform future antiviral
strategies. Additionally, a long-standing debate over the safety of the flu drug Tamiflu in
children has been overturned, with evidence showing it reduces the risk of
neuropsychiatric events compared to untreated influenza (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Further research reveals that mRNA COVID vaccines can rarely trigger heart inflammation
through a two-step immune response. At the same time, novel approaches to preventing
gum disease focus on modulating bacterial communication rather than eradication.
Studies also suggest that hidden viral infections may contribute to long COVID symptoms,
and mental health diagnoses among children dropped significantly after schools reopened
during the pandemic (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Recent seismic activity includes a magnitude 3.3 earthquake north of Tierras Nuevas
Poniente, Puerto Rico, and more minor tremors in Texas, reflecting ongoing tectonic
movements. Meanwhile, NASA continues to advance human spaceflight safety through
experts like Craig Shannon, whose career combines scuba diving expertise with space
exploration. NASA's IXPE mission has also achieved a milestone by measuring the X-ray
polarization of a white dwarf star for the first time, expanding our understanding of
energetic binary systems (USGS; NASA).
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpv7myg2nw4o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cre28d2j2zxo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/uk-bans-junk-food-ads-to-fight-childhood-obesity
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/france-in-focus/20260106-cit%C3%A9-universitaire-de-paris-the-french-campus-that-defies-war
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260105165820.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/01/260105165818.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251227082716.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251215084218.htm
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/pr71504228
https://www.nasa.gov/centers-and-facilities/johnson/diving-into-human-spaceflight-safety-with-nasa-johnsons-craig-shannon/
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Environmental monitoring highlights the fragile state of Angola’s Huila plateau,
characterized by dramatic cliffs and arid coastal plains, underscoring the importance of
earth observation in understanding natural landscapes and potential risks. These scientific
and environmental insights contribute to broader awareness of our planet’s dynamic
systems (NASA; NASA).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

The City of David continues to offer new archaeological insights into ancient Jerusalem,
providing tours and experiences that connect visitors with the region’s rich historical and
cultural heritage. Recent updates highlight ongoing discoveries that deepen understanding
of Jerusalem’s past and its significance in biblical history (City of David).

Reflection

As global events unfold—from geopolitical shifts in the Middle East and Latin America to
scientific breakthroughs in health and space exploration—there is a clear call for vigilance
and wisdom grounded in faith. The complexities of international relations and security
challenges remind us that peace and stability require ongoing prayer, discernment, and
active engagement by believers.

Moreover, advances in science and medicine offer hope for improved health outcomes,
while cultural and archaeological preservation strengthens our connection to God’s
providential history. In all these areas, Christians are encouraged to seek truth, promote
justice, and embody compassion in a world marked by uncertainty.

e Pray for peace and protection in Israel and the surrounding region.
e Support scientific and medical research that aligns with ethical principles.
e Engage with cultural heritage to deepen faith and understanding of biblical history.
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https://science.nasa.gov/earth/earth-observatory/reaching-the-precipice-in-angola/
https://www.nasa.gov/missions/ixpe/nasas-ixpe-measures-white-dwarf-star-for-first-time/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/new-in-antiquities/

