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Israel & Jerusalem

In a notable event celebrating female leadership, eighteen women were honored at the
inaugural Women of Iron awards, which also paid tribute to the late photographer Laura
Ben-David. This recognition highlights the vital role of community leaders in Israel’s social
fabric (Times of Israel). Meanwhile, Prime Minister Netanyahu suggested that the current
moment might empower Iranians to take control of their own destiny amid ongoing
protests, signaling a potential shift in regional dynamics (Times of Israel).

Strategic moves by Israel to counter influences from Turkey and Iran reflect the shifting
power balances in the Middle East, as analyzed in recent discussions on regional security.
These developments underscore Israel’s proactive stance in navigating complex
geopolitical challenges (JNS). Additionally, warnings from Mosab Hassan Yousef emphasize
that Western appeasement may inadvertently fuel jihadist momentum following the
October 7 events, calling for a reevaluation of international approaches (JNS).

Preparations for potential military actions continue, with the IDF issuing evacuation orders
for Tehran ahead of planned strikes and the Defense Ministry scheduling exercises on
Highway 35, signaling heightened alertness in the region (Jerusalem Post; Jerusalem Post).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

In East Africa, Somali intelligence announced the death of Abdullahi Osman, a senior
Shabaab leader responsible for the group’s explosive engineering and media operations,
though Shabaab has yet to confirm this development (Long War Journal). Meanwhile, the
United States conducted a significant military operation in Venezuela, striking key
installations in Caracas and capturing President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, a move that
has major implications for regional stability (Long War Journal; FDD).

Further regional security actions include Jordan’s airstrikes in southern Syria targeting
drug smuggling networks near the Jordanian border, coordinated with regional partners to
disrupt illicit activities in the area (Long War Journal). These events collectively illustrate
ongoing efforts to combat terrorism and maintain security across the Middle East and
adjacent regions.
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/community-leaders-honored-in-inaugural-women-of-iron-awards/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-now-could-be-moment-iranians-take-their-fate-into-their-own-hands/
https://www.jns.org/israel-moves-to-counter-turkey-and-iran-amid-shifting-middle-east-power-dynamics/
https://www.jns.org/mosab-hassan-yousef-warns-western-appeasement-fuels-jihadist-momentum-after-october-7/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-857933
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-856900
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/somali-intelligence-claims-death-of-senior-shabaab-leader.php
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/01/united-states-strikes-venezuela-captures-president-maduro.php
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2026/01/03/u-s-captures-venezuelan-dictator-nicolas-maduro-following-military-operation-in-caracas/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2025/12/jordan-carries-out-airstrikes-in-syria-against-drug-smugglers.php
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Global Macro & Geopolitics

The capture of Venezuelan President Maduro by U.S. forces has raised questions about
governance and the future political landscape in Venezuela, with Donald Trump indicating
that the U.S. will oversee a safe transition period (BBC News). This unprecedented action
has sparked debate over its implications for authoritarian regimes worldwide, potentially
setting a new precedent in international relations (BBC News).

Meanwhile, Sudan’s Darfur region has experienced intense conflict, with at least 114
casualties reported in a week of fighting between the army and Rapid Support Forces.
Drone strikes and ground assaults have resulted in significant civilian losses, highlighting
the ongoing humanitarian crisis (France24). In response, Switzerland held a solemn
memorial march for victims of a deadly New Year’s Eve fire in Crans-Montana,
underscoring global concerns for safety and justice (France24).

In East Asia, China’s strategic approach to Taiwan involves military drills that increasingly
erase buffer zones, reflecting Beijing’s long-term plan to assert control without direct
conflict. This strategy is closely analyzed as the West anticipates potential escalations (
The Diplomat; The Diplomat).

Pestilence & Global Health

Recent scientific advances have shed light on the rare heart inflammation triggered by
MRNA COVID-19 vaccines, revealing a two-step immune response that can be mitigated to
reduce risks, particularly in young men (ScienceDaily). Additionally, new research into oral
bacteria communication offers promising avenues for preventing gum disease by
promoting a balanced microbiome rather than eradicating bacteria entirely (ScienceDaily).

Long COVID continues to challenge healthcare, with studies identifying latent viral
infections such as Epstein-Barr as possible contributors to persistent symptoms like fatigue
and brain fog (ScienceDaily). Encouragingly, NAD+ supplementation shows early promise
in alleviating these symptoms for some patients, while mental health among children has
improved significantly following school reopenings, highlighting the importance of
structured environments (ScienceDaily; ScienceDaily).

In vaccine development, Al has identified a novel monkeypox protein that elicits strong
immune responses, potentially revolutionizing vaccine design for mpox and related
diseases like smallpox (ScienceDaily).
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crmlz7r0zrxo?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5y45nyz124o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20260104-at-least-114-killed-in-week-of-fighting-in-sudan-s-darfur
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20260104-crans-montana-organises-solemn-march-for-the-victims
https://thediplomat.com/2026/01/xis-strategy-to-win-taiwan-without-fighting/
https://thediplomat.com/2026/01/chinas-taiwan-drills-are-crossing-a-new-line/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251227082716.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251215084218.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251214100911.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251211100629.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251213042244.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251212204834.htm
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Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

Seismic activity was recorded in Alaska and California, with recent earthquakes measuring
magnitudes 2.0 near Susitna North, 0.7 northwest of Karluk, and 0.9 near Loma Linda,
indicating ongoing tectonic movements in these regions (USGS; USGS; USGS).

In space news, the Hubble Space Telescope captured images of galactic gas escaping from
the spiral galaxy NGC 4388 in the Virgo cluster, providing insights into galactic dynamics
and cluster interactions (NASA). The 247th American Astronomical Society meeting
featured extensive programming including town halls and Hyperwall storytelling sessions,
showcasing the latest in astronomical research and exploration (NASA; NASA).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Recent updates from the City of David highlight ongoing archaeological discoveries and
cultural events that deepen understanding of ancient Jerusalem’s history and heritage,
enriching both scholarly knowledge and public engagement (City of David).

Reflection

The unfolding events in Israel and the broader Middle East reveal a region at a critical
juncture, where leadership, security, and cultural identity intersect amid global pressures.
The recognition of community leaders and the strategic responses to regional threats
demonstrate resilience and a commitment to safeguarding national interests.

Globally, the capture of Venezuela’s president and the ongoing conflicts in Sudan and
Syria underscore the fragility of international order and the profound human costs of
geopolitical struggles. Scientific advancements in health and space exploration offer hope
and progress, reminding us of the enduring pursuit of knowledge and well-being.

e Pray for wisdom and protection for leaders navigating complex regional challenges.
e Support efforts to alleviate suffering in conflict zones and promote peace.
e Encourage stewardship of scientific discoveries for the benefit of humanity.

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved


https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/ak2026agswjo
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/ak2026agsqac
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/ci41152055
https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/hubble-glimpses-galactic-gas-making-a-getaway/
https://science.nasa.gov/uncategorized/2025-aas-town-hall-schedule/
https://science.nasa.gov/uncategorized/2025-aas-hyperwall-schedule/
https://cityofdavid.org.il/en/new-in-antiquities/

