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Israel & Jerusalem

Recent discussions have raised questions about the viability of the two-state solution as a
future path for peace between Israel and the Palestinians (Times of Israel). In a move
affecting education policy, Israel plans to ban cellphones from elementary schools
nationwide starting in February, aiming to reduce distractions and improve learning
environments (Times of Israel). Meanwhile, a poignant article reflects on how residents of
Jerusalem, despite the city’s recent conflicts, continue to see their homes as places of
refuge and identity amid the turmoil (Israel365 News).

Weather patterns have brought Hurricane Byron’s rains to Israel, replenishing vital water
reservoirs at a time when neighboring Iran is facing worsening drought (Israel365 News).
Scientists in Israel have identified specific immune cells that could slow the aging process,
a discovery that some say echoes Messianic prophecies of restoration and renewal (
Israel365 News). On the security front, the United Nations envoy has vowed to keep
Hezbollah in check to prevent escalation in the region (JNS).

Diplomatic activity includes an unpublicized visit by a Taiwanese minister to Israel,
signaling discreet international engagements (JNS). Meanwhile, the Israeli UN envoy has
accused Hamas of hoarding baby formula in Gaza to bolster claims of famine, highlighting
ongoing humanitarian concerns amid conflict (JNS). Iran has appealed to the United
Nations over what it describes as tightening restrictions on its diplomats in New York,
reflecting tensions in international diplomacy (Al-Monitor).

Heavy rains have flooded tents in Gaza, tragically resulting in the death of a baby due to
exposure, according to medical sources (Al-Monitor). In the context of peace efforts, Israel
has stated that Hamas will be disarmed following the group’s proposal for a weapons
freeze, though Hamas has rejected complete disarmament (Al-Monitor; France24;
France24).
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In a diplomatic incident, Ghana has deported Israelis in retaliation for the alleged
mistreatment of Ghanaians, indicating rising tensions between the two countries (BBC).
Additionally, the United States has deported a second group of Iranian nationals, reflecting
ongoing immigration enforcement related to geopolitical concerns (BBC).

Military preparations continue as the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) issued an evacuation
order for Tehran ahead of planned strikes, signaling heightened alertness in the region (
Jerusalem Post). The Israeli Defense Ministry also announced a military exercise on
Highway 35 scheduled for Sunday afternoon, aimed at readiness and response training (
Jerusalem Post). Furthermore, a Ukrainian drone attack on Moscow forced the temporary
closure of an airport, illustrating the ongoing conflict between Ukraine and Russia (
Jerusalem Post).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The Israel Defense Forces have revealed the existence of a Hamas financial network
operating within Turkey, highlighting the transnational nature of militant financing (Long
War Journal). Israeli military operations in Lebanon against Hezbollah have been ongoing
throughout the first week of December, reflecting continued efforts to counter threats
along the northern border (Long War Journal).

In Iraq, an investigation concluded that drones were responsible for striking the Khor Mor
gas field, prompting the Kurdistan Region to request enhanced air defenses to protect
critical infrastructure (Long War Journal). Meanwhile, Ukraine is preparing a revised peace
plan to present to the United States, seeking diplomatic avenues amid ongoing conflict (
FDD). This follows the recent marking of one year since the fall of Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad, a significant milestone in the Syrian conflict (FDD).

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is reportedly preparing to send a peace proposal
to former U.S. President Donald Trump, indicating ongoing efforts to explore alternative
diplomatic channels (FDD).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

In the United States, clergy members have taken an active role in protesting Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), demonstrating a growing trend of religious leaders
engaging in social justice activism (Religion News Service). The 50th anniversary of Christ
Church has brought attention to Doug Wilson’s influence in promoting Christian
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nationalism within American religious and political discourse (Religion News Service).

At a cathedral event, governors from different political parties and faith backgrounds
jointly urged an end to political violence, emphasizing the role of faith in promoting peace
and unity (Religion News Service). Christian writers have also addressed modern
challenges such as phone idolatry, encouraging believers to resist distractions and focus
on spiritual growth (The Gospel Coalition).

Concerns about emerging technologies are reflected in warnings about the rise of sex
robots and their implications for the church, calling for vigilance and discernment (The
Gospel Coalition). Family dynamics are also discussed, with advice on common mistakes
parents make in their relationships with their child’s grandparents (Crosswalk).

A former atheist filmmaker has produced a documentary making the case for God,
contributing to contemporary apologetics (Crosswalk). Christian singer Anne Wilson shared
how being bullied shaped her mission to help girls discover their worth, highlighting
personal testimony as a ministry tool (Crosswalk).

Persecution remains a grave concern globally. A drone strike on Kumo resulted in 45
deaths and dozens injured, underscoring the dangers faced by civilians in conflict zones (
International Christian Concern). In Indonesia, Muslims have protested the construction of
a church, reflecting ongoing religious tensions (International Christian Concern). In Nigeria,
50 children escaped, and 100 were rescued after a mass abduction at a school,
highlighting the persistent threat of violence against Christian communities (International
Christian Concern).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Scientists have uncovered a hidden survival mechanism that allows cancer cells to
rebound after treatment, a discovery that may influence future therapies (ScienceDaily).
Blood tests have revealed that obesity rapidly accelerates the progression of Alzheimer’s
disease, emphasizing the importance of addressing obesity for brain health (ScienceDaily).

New research has identified a previously unknown mechanism that changes the
understanding of cell division, potentially impacting cancer and developmental biology (
ScienceDaily). Additionally, overexpression of a milk thistle gene in tobacco plants has
been shown to enhance drought tolerance by improving photosynthesis and
photoprotection, with potential agricultural applications (Nature).
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Advances in gene editing include in vivo editing of DNA methylation, a development that
could lead to new treatments for genetic diseases (Nature). Another breakthrough involves
a high-precision transgene knock-in technique combining Recombinases and CRISPR-Cas9,
enhancing the accuracy of genetic modifications (Nature).

In health technology, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) health IT
chief has hinted at a new approach to electronic health record (EHR) certification, aiming
to improve health data interoperability (STAT News). However, research indicates that
fewer hospitals are now able to treat children, raising concerns about the availability of
pediatric care (STAT News). Meanwhile, Eli Lilly’s next-generation obesity drug retatrutide
has shown significant weight loss results in Phase 3 trials, though with a high rate of
treatment discontinuation due to side effects (STAT News).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have identified volcanic activity as a trigger behind the Black Death pandemic,
providing new insight into historical disease outbreaks (ScienceDaily). In modern health
developments, garlic-based mouthwash has demonstrated surprisingly strong germ-
fighting properties, suggesting potential natural alternatives for oral hygiene (ScienceDaily
).

Researchers have captured real-time footage of flu viruses entering human cells,
advancing understanding of viral infection mechanisms (ScienceDaily). The European
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) has released an overview of avian
influenza cases from September to November 2025, noting ongoing surveillance efforts (
ECDC).

The ECDC also published a communicable disease threats report covering the week of
November 29 to December 5, 2025, highlighting current infectious disease risks in Europe
(ECDC). Furthermore, the agency has defined strategies to combat avian and swine flu in
humans, aiming to prevent potential pandemics (ECDC).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

On December 11, 2025, several earthquakes were recorded globally, including a
magnitude 3.4 quake southeast of King Salmon, Alaska (USGS), a magnitude 1.2 quake
northwest of Pinnacles, California (USGS), and a magnitude 1.9 quake north-northeast of
Paxson, Alaska (USGS).
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Volcanic activity has been observed at Santiaguito Volcano, where volcanic ash reached
14,000 feet (4,300 meters), prompting air traffic advisories (VolcanoDiscovery). Similarly,
Ibu Volcano emitted ash up to 6,000 feet (1,800 meters), prompting advisories (
VolcanoDiscovery).

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory has unveiled a new Rover Operations Center designed to
support upcoming missions to the Moon and Mars, marking a significant advancement in
space exploration infrastructure (NASA). Additionally, NASA celebrated 25 years of space
station technology driving exploration efforts, underscoring the long-term impact of
human spaceflight (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Bulgaria’s government collapsed following weeks of mass protests against corruption,
leading to the resignation of Prime Minister Rosen Zhelyazkov (Politico). The European
Union has launched investigations into Chinese companies Nuctech and Temu over
allegations of unfair foreign subsidies, reflecting ongoing trade tensions (Politico).

Venezuelan Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria Corina Machado made a surprise appearance
in Oslo after months in hiding, drawing international attention to Venezuela’s political
situation (Politico; BBC). The United States seized an oil tanker off Venezuela’s coast, an
act condemned by Caracas as piracy (BBC).

In Southeast Asia, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim met with Thai and Cambodian
leaders amid ongoing border conflicts to seek peaceful resolutions (The Diplomat).
Meanwhile, reports indicate that the Indonesia-US trade agreement is at risk of collapse,
raising concerns about economic relations (The Diplomat). Palau faces a climate paradox
amid the era dubbed “Trump 2.0,” highlighting the complex challenges of climate policy (
The Diplomat).

Europe is considering new asylum and migration policies, with Denmark’s model proposed
as a potential lead for reform efforts (France24). Despite challenges, the transatlantic
alliance between the United States and Europe remains intact, bound by shared history,
culture, trade, and military cooperation (France24).

In France, the city of Marseille is experiencing panic due to lethal violence linked to drug
gangs, with children among the victims, raising concerns about urban security and social
stability (BBC).
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Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeologists have discovered an Assyrian inscription dating from the First Temple
period, providing valuable insight into the ancient history of Jerusalem (City of David –
News in Antiquities). Excavations in the City of David have also uncovered the largest dam
in ancient Israel, shedding light on historical water management systems (City of David –
News in Antiquities).

A rare gold coin belonging to Egyptian Queen Berenice II was found in the City of David,
illustrating the region’s connections with the wider ancient world (City of David – News in
Antiquities). Additionally, a rare coin from the Year Four Revolt was discovered in
Jerusalem, symbolizing the historical struggles for the redemption of Zion (City of David –
News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The news from Israel and the surrounding region continues to reveal a complex tapestry of
conflict, diplomacy, and hope. The ongoing security challenges, including efforts to disarm
militant groups and the exposure of financial networks, underscore the persistent threats
facing the land central to biblical prophecy. Meanwhile, discoveries of ancient artifacts
remind us of the deep historical roots and enduring significance of Jerusalem and its
people. Globally, the rise of new technologies and health challenges reflects a world in
flux, where scientific advances offer both promise and caution. The persecution of
believers and the rise of apostasy highlight the spiritual battles that accompany physical
conflicts, calling the church to steadfastness.

In this turbulent time, the interplay of natural disasters, geopolitical shifts, and religious
developments invites believers to seek God’s guidance and peace. The biblical narrative of
redemption and restoration resonates amid these events, encouraging prayer for
protection, wisdom, and the fulfillment of God’s purposes in Israel and the nations.

Pray for the peace and security of Israel, that God would protect His chosen land and
people.
Pray for the persecuted church worldwide, that believers would remain faithful and
courageous amid trials.
Pray for Christian discernment and boldness to stand firm in faith during times of
global uncertainty and change.
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