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Global Watch Daily - December 9, 2025

A concise summary of major developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Global Watch Daily - December 9, 2025
Israel & Jerusalem

In a significant move, the Israeli government has granted final authorization for the
establishment of eight new settlements, including several that were formerly considered
illegal outposts. This decision marks a notable development in the ongoing settlement
activities in the region (Times of Israel). Meanwhile, tensions remain high as Iran has
publicly objected to the branding of a World Cup soccer match between Egypt and Israel
as the “Pride Match,” reflecting ongoing regional sensitivities and political disputes
surrounding the event (Times of Israel).

In a troubling criminal case, a French nanny is currently on trial for allegedly poisoning a
Jewish family, with the motive reportedly linked to the family’s wealth. This case has
drawn attention to issues of safety and justice within the community (Times of Israel). The
United Nations has been criticized for what some describe as a campaign against Israel’s
strategic high ground, highlighting the complex international dynamics and disputes over
security and sovereignty in the region (Israel365 News).

In New York, Israeli President Isaac Herzog praised the resilience of Israel’s medical
system during an event at the Shamir Medical Center, emphasizing the country’s capacity
to respond to health crises and emergencies (Israel365 News), (JNS).

Israel has announced plans to reopen the border crossing with Jordan to allow the passage
of aid and goods. This development could ease humanitarian concerns and facilitate trade
between the two countries (Al-Monitor). Reports from the United Nations indicate that a
shockingly high number of children in Gaza remain acutely malnourished even after a
recent truce, underscoring the ongoing humanitarian challenges in the area (Al-Monitor).

Israel is currently reviewing reports that its troops may have been involved in the killing of
a three-year-old child in Gaza, reflecting the sensitivity and scrutiny surrounding military
operations in the region (BBC News). Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has stated that
the second phase of Israel’s Gaza peace plan is close to implementation, signaling ongoing
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efforts to stabilize the region and pursue a resolution to the conflict (BBC News). The Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) have issued evacuation orders for Tehran ahead of planned strikes,
indicating heightened military readiness and strategic operations targeting Iran (Jerusalem
Post). Additionally, the Israeli Defense Ministry is set to conduct a military exercise on
Highway 35 to enhance operational preparedness in the region (Jerusalem Post).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The Israel Defense Forces have revealed the existence of a Hamas financial network
operating within Turkey, highlighting the transnational dimensions of the conflict and the
challenges of counterterrorism efforts (Long War Journal). Israeli military operations
against Hezbollah in Lebanon have intensified during the first week of December 2025,
with targeted strikes and security measures aimed at curbing the militant group’s
activities along the northern border (Long War Journal), (Foundation for Defense of
Democracies).

In Iraqg, an investigation has concluded that recent drone strikes targeted the Khor Mor gas
field, prompting the Kurdistan Region to request enhanced air defense systems to protect
critical infrastructure from future attacks (Long War Journal). Meanwhile, analysis on U.S.
sanctions policy emphasizes the importance of maintaining pressure on Russia to outpace
its evasion tactics, underscoring the ongoing geopolitical contest between Western powers
and Moscow (Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

Efforts to integrate mental health care into American mosques are gaining momentum,
reflecting a growing awareness of the need for holistic support within Muslim communities
in the United States (Religion News Service). In cultural discussions, author Anna Rollins
explores the connections between the decline of purity culture and the rise of diet culture
in her book “Famished,” addressing complex social and spiritual issues related to identity
and self-discipline (Religion News Service).

Concerns about anti-Christian bias in academia have been raised following a case at the
University of Oklahoma, where a student alleges unjust punishment due to their Christian
beliefs, highlighting ongoing challenges for religious freedom in educational settings (
Religion News Service).
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In Syria, one year after the fall of President Assad, persecuted minorities continue to face
uncertainty and hardship, with reports documenting ongoing struggles for safety and
religious freedom in the war-torn country (International Christian Concern).

Tragically, a pastor was shot dead in Gujranwala, Pakistan, underscoring the persistent
persecution faced by Christian leaders and communities in parts of the Muslim world (
International Christian Concern). In Sudan, several churches have been vandalized amid
ongoing religious tensions, reflecting the fragile situation for Christians in the region (
International Christian Concern).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Recent research reveals that most of the global population is not receiving adequate
amounts of omega-3 fatty acids, which are essential for health, prompting calls for
improved nutritional strategies worldwide (ScienceDaily).

Scientists have identified a single enzyme mutation that acts as a hidden trigger in certain
forms of dementia, offering new insights into the disease’s mechanisms and potential
therapeutic targets (ScienceDaily).

A case study reports that a patient’s food cravings disappeared while taking the drug
Mounjaro, but later returned with increased intensity, illustrating the complex effects of
emerging medications on appetite and metabolism (ScienceDaily).

In dental medicine, a randomized clinical trial has demonstrated the effectiveness of laser-
assisted socket seal surgery with bioactive glass for dental implant site development,
advancing surgical techniques (Nature).

Research in Ghana highlights barriers to the uptake of assistive technology among persons
with disabilities in urban districts, pointing to social and infrastructural challenges that
need to be addressed (Nature). Additionally, preliminary evaluations of the antibacterial
and phytochemical properties of Ipomoea purpurea floral and seed extracts suggest the
potential to reimagine invasive weeds as sources of medicinal compounds (Nature).

Gene therapy has shown promising results in improving symptoms of a rare
neuromuscular disease, marking a significant step forward in the treatment of genetic
disorders (STAT News).

Pestilence & Global Health
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Scientists have uncovered evidence that volcanic activity may have triggered the Black
Death pandemic, providing new insights into historical disease outbreaks and their
environmental causes (ScienceDaily).

Garlic-based mouthwash has demonstrated unexpectedly strong germ-fighting properties,
suggesting a natural alternative for oral hygiene and infection control (ScienceDaily).

Researchers have captured real-time footage of influenza viruses entering human cells,
advancing the scientific understanding of viral infection processes and aiding vaccine
development (ScienceDaily).

The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) has released its
communicable disease threats report for the week of November 29 to December 5, 2025,
monitoring ongoing and emerging health risks across the continent (ECDC). In response to
concerns about avian and swine influenza, the ECDC has defined strategic measures to
combat these zoonotic diseases in humans, aiming to prevent potential pandemics (ECDC
).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

On December 9, 2025, multiple earthquakes were recorded worldwide, including minor
tremors near Cobb, California, El Centro, California, and Pedro Bay, Alaska, reflecting
ongoing seismic activity in these regions (USGS), (USGS), (USGS).

Volcanic ash advisories have been issued for the Puracé and Sangay volcanoes, with ash
plumes reaching altitudes of up to 19,000 feet, posing potential hazards to aviation and
nearby populations (Volcano Discovery), (Volcano Discovery).

NASA astronaut Jonny Kim and his crewmates have safely returned from the International
Space Station, marking the successful completion of their mission in space (NASA).

The XRISM space telescope has detected chlorine and potassium in the Cassiopeia A
supernova remnant, providing valuable data on stellar explosions and the formation of
cosmic elements (NASA). Preparations continue for the Artemis Il mission, with Vehicle
Manager Branelle Rodriguez overseeing final readiness for the Orion spacecraft’'s
upcoming launch, a key step in NASA’s lunar exploration program (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics
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European Union leaders have responded to former U.S. President Donald Trump’s
criticisms by expressing pride in their leadership, despite ongoing political debates about
governance and policy direction in Europe (Politico). In France, the far-right political faction
has proposed reopening brothels, a controversial policy initiative that has sparked public
discussion about morality and social norms (Politico). Former President Trump has sharply
criticized European leaders, labeling them as weak in the face of immigration and
geopolitical challenges, reflecting ongoing tensions in transatlantic relations (Politico).

Families in Syria continue to search for children taken during the Assad regime, as the
country grapples with the legacy of conflict and human rights abuses (France24).
Reporters Without Borders has named Israel as the country responsible for the highest
number of journalist deaths worldwide for the third consecutive year, highlighting the
dangers faced by media personnel in conflict zones (France24).

The International Criminal Court has sentenced a Sudanese militia leader known as the
“axe murderer” to 20 years in prison for war crimes committed during the Darfur conflict,
representing a measure of international justice (France24).

Russia has welcomed the recent U.S. security strategy that includes a pullback from
Europe, viewing it as a weakening of NATO and a subjugation of Ukraine, underscoring the
shifting dynamics of global power (France24). The European Union has launched an
antitrust investigation into Google over its use of data to train artificial intelligence without
compensating content creators, reflecting growing regulatory scrutiny of tech giants (
France24), (BBC News).

Ukraine is preparing a new peace plan amid ongoing conflict, with President Volodymyr
Zelensky ruling out any territorial concessions, signaling continued resistance to external
pressures (BBC News). Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have reaffirmed their countries’ defense relations, strengthening a
strategic partnership amid global uncertainties (The Diplomat).

A Chinese court has ordered Malaysia Airlines to pay compensation for the disappearance
of flight MH370, a case that continues to attract international attention and legal
proceedings (The Diplomat).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeologists have uncovered an Assyrian inscription dating back to the First Temple
period, providing valuable insight into the history and culture of ancient Israel (City of
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David - News in Antiquities).

The largest dam from ancient Israel has been discovered in the City of David, shedding
light on historical water management and engineering techniques used during biblical
times (City of David - News in Antiquities).

A rare gold coin bearing the image of Egyptian Queen Berenice Il has been found in
Jerusalem’s City of David, highlighting the region’s rich and diverse historical connections (
City of David - News in Antiquities). Additionally, a rare coin from the Year Four Revolt has
been discovered in Jerusalem, symbolizing the historical struggle for the redemption of
Zion during periods of upheaval (City of David - News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The developments in Israel and Jerusalem this week reflect ongoing complexities in
security, humanitarian concerns, and international relations. The authorization of new
settlements and military preparations underscores the persistent tensions in the region. At
the same time, humanitarian challenges such as malnutrition among Gaza’s children
reveal the urgent need for relief and peace. The discovery of ancient artifacts connects the
present-day struggles to a deep historical and biblical heritage, reminding believers of
God’s enduring promises to His people.

Global conflicts and security issues, including the activities of Hamas and Hezbollah, as
well as drone attacks in Iraq, illustrate the volatile environment surrounding Israel and its
neighbors. Meanwhile, religious persecution remains a grave concern, particularly for
Christian minorities in Syria, Pakistan, and Sudan. These realities call for steadfast prayer
and support for those suffering for their faith and for wisdom for leaders navigating these
turbulent times.

Scientific advances in biotechnology and global health offer hope for combating disease
and improving quality of life, yet they also raise questions about ethical stewardship and
the sanctity of life. Natural disasters and astronomical events continue to remind us of
God’s sovereignty over creation. In all these areas, Christians are called to maintain
faithfulness, discernment, and courage, trusting in God’s ultimate plan and care.

e Pray for the peace and security of Israel and Jerusalem, that God’s protection would
be evident.

e Pray for the persecuted church worldwide, especially in the Middle East and South
Asia, for strength and perseverance.
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e Pray for Christian discernment, faithfulness, and courage in the face of global
challenges and spiritual apostasy.
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