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Israel & Jerusalem

Turkish and Egyptian foreign ministers have accused Israel of breaching the ceasefire
agreement daily, calling on the United States to intervene and enforce compliance (Times
of Israel). Meanwhile, Hamas has publicly rejected the Trump peace plan, vowing to retain
its weapons and continue its war against Israel (Israel365 News). In a related
development, Israeli Prime Minister has announced plans to meet with former President
Trump to discuss the second phase of the Gaza plan, indicating ongoing diplomatic efforts
(Al-Monitor).

In Jerusalem, German Chancellor Merz reaffirmed Germany’s support for Israel during a
recent visit, emphasizing the importance of the bilateral relationship (Al-Monitor). The
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) issued an evacuation order for Tehran ahead of planned
strikes, signaling heightened military tensions in the region (Jerusalem Post). Additionally,
the Israeli Defense Ministry announced it will conduct a military exercise on Highway 35,
reflecting ongoing preparedness measures (Jerusalem Post).

On the cultural front, the grandchildren of a celebrated Israeli painter showcased their
work in an exhibit held in Eilat, continuing a family legacy of artistic contribution (Times of
Israel). Bethlehem illuminated its Christmas tree for the first time since the Gaza war
began, symbolizing a moment of light amid conflict (BBC News).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

The conflict in Gaza continues to claim lives, with the leader of an anti-Hamas Popular
Forces militia killed in the region, underscoring the ongoing violence (Long War Journal).
Tensions between Israel and Syria remain high following an Israeli raid, while the White
House has urged dialogue to de-escalate the situation (Long War Journal).

In Yemen, the Southern Transitional Council has seized key areas of the Hadramawt
Governorate from rival government forces, illustrating the fragmented nature of the
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conflict there (Long War Journal). Germany has deployed the first Israeli Arrow 3 missile
defense system, a move seen as a strategic measure amid Russian military activities (
Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

Public opinion in the United States shows significant support for military action, with a new
survey revealing that 60 percent of Americans approve of U.S. strikes against Iranian
nuclear facilities (Foundation for Defense of Democracies). Meanwhile, Russian President
Vladimir Putin has reasserted claims on the entire Donbas region of Ukraine, calling for the
liberation of these territories by force, which continues to fuel conflict in Eastern Europe (
Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

Religious communities worldwide are experiencing notable developments. In Sudan,
several churches have been vandalized, highlighting the ongoing persecution of Christians
in the region (International Christian Concern). Communist nations continue to persecute
believers through intense scrutiny and bureaucratic red tape, restricting Christian practice
and witness (International Christian Concern).

In the Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda, leaders have reaffirmed their intentions
for peace amid ongoing violence in eastern DRC, signaling efforts to stabilize the region (
International Christian Concern). Meanwhile, in the United States, Catholic campus
ministers are working toward culturally responsive ministry for Latino students, fostering a
welcoming environment for diverse believers (Religion News Service).

Youth ministry strategies are being developed to engage families through sports,
recognizing the importance of holistic outreach to younger generations (The Gospel
Coalition). Additionally, the popular Bible app YouVersion has revealed that Bible reading
has hit record levels in 2025, with the most popular verse reflecting a renewed interest in
Scripture (Crosswalk).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Recent scientific advances include the discovery of a rotten-egg-smelling compound that
shows promise for effectively treating nail fungus, offering a new approach to a common
condition (ScienceDaily). Researchers have also identified a natural hormone that
activates a hidden fat-burning switch, potentially contributing to obesity treatments (
ScienceDaily).
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In the field of genetic engineering, scientists have developed a CRISPR-free RNA base
editing technique that restores hearing in mice with a specific genetic mutation, marking a
significant step forward in gene therapy (Nature Communications). Additionally, novel
nanoparticles loaded with bacterial menaquinone have demonstrated potential anticancer
effects through modulation of gene expression (Scientific Reports).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have successfully captured flu viruses entering human cells in real time,
providing valuable insights into viral infection mechanisms (ScienceDaily). A routine
shingles vaccination has been found to offer robust defense against dementia, suggesting
broader benefits of immunization (ScienceDaily).

Concerns are rising over bird flu’s surprising heat tolerance, which may increase the risk of
transmission and complicate containment efforts (ScienceDaily). The European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) has defined new strategies to combat avian and
swine flu in humans, aiming to improve pandemic preparedness (ECDC).

Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The Fuego volcano continues to emit volcanic ash reaching altitudes of up to 14,000 feet,
prompting ongoing advisories for air traffic and local populations (Volcano Discovery).
Earthquake activity has been reported globally, including a magnitude 4.1 quake north of
Yakutat, Alaska, and more minor tremors in California, reflecting the persistent seismic
activity worldwide (USGS).

In space exploration, NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory hosted an invention challenge that
brought student engineers to collaborate on innovative projects, fostering the next
generation of scientific talent (NASA). NASA also received its second Emmy Award for the
2024 total solar eclipse broadcast, highlighting the agency’s excellence in science
communication (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

In Europe, controversy has arisen over the European Union’s proposed ban on the term
“veggie burger,” drawing public criticism, including from musician Paul McCartney (Politico
). The populist right across Europe has welcomed the foreign policy stance of Donald
Trump’s team, particularly their criticism of the EU (Politico).
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Qatar and Egypt, acting as mediators in the Gaza conflict, have called for the following
steps to maintain the current truce and promote peace talks (France24). Meanwhile,
Russia has launched a massive drone attack on central Ukraine as peace negotiations
have stalled, intensifying the conflict (France24).

In Africa, loyalist troops in Benin have foiled a coup attempt, maintaining the current
government’s control (BBC News). The United Nations watchdog reported that the
radiation shield at the Chernobyl nuclear site lost its safety function following a recent
drone strike, raising concerns about nuclear safety (BBC News).

Middle Eastern Artifacts

Archaeological discoveries in the City of David have shed new light on ancient Israelite
history. An Assyrian inscription dating from the First Temple period was uncovered,
providing valuable historical context (City of David – News in Antiquities). Researchers also
revealed the largest dam in ancient Israel, discovered within the City of David, which
illustrates the advanced water management techniques of the time (City of David – News
in Antiquities).

Additionally, a rare gold coin bearing the image of Egyptian Queen Berenice II was found in
Jerusalem’s City of David, highlighting the region’s historical connections with Egypt (City
of David – News in Antiquities). A rare coin from the Year Four Revolt was also discovered,
symbolizing the redemption of Zion during a period of Jewish resistance (City of David –
News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The ongoing conflict and diplomatic efforts surrounding Israel and Jerusalem continue to
shape the geopolitical landscape of the Middle East. The repeated ceasefire breaches and
military preparations underscore the fragile nature of peace, while international actors
continue to seek resolutions. The cultural and historical discoveries in Jerusalem remind us
of the deep biblical roots and enduring significance of this land.

Globally, the persistence of wars and security challenges, from Gaza to Ukraine and
Yemen, highlights the complexity of modern conflicts and the need for wise leadership and
dialogue. The persecution of Christians and religious developments worldwide call the
Church to remain vigilant and compassionate, supporting believers facing hardship and
fostering spiritual growth in diverse communities.
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Scientific and technological advances in biotechnology and global health offer hope for
medical breakthroughs, yet they also raise important ethical considerations. Natural
disasters and signs in the heavens remind us of the power of the created order and the
need for humility before God’s sovereignty. In all these areas, believers are called to
faithfulness, discernment, and prayer as we navigate turbulent times.

Pray for the peace and security of Israel, Jerusalem, and the surrounding region.
Pray for strength and protection for the persecuted Church worldwide.
Pray for Christian discernment, courage, and faithfulness amid global challenges and
cultural shifts.
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