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Bronze Serpent: From Desert Cure to the Cross

Among the many symbols woven into the tapestry of Scripture, few carry as much paradox
and prophetic depth as the bronze serpent raised by Moses in the wilderness. What
appears at first as an act of desperation, lifting a bronze image to heal a plague of
venomous bites, emerges in the New Testament as one of the clearest foreshadowings of
the crucifixion of Christ. This symbol, simultaneously of sin, judgment, and salvation, links
the physical healing of Israel to the spiritual redemption of humanity.

Archaeological and cultural studies reveal that serpent imagery was prevalent throughout
the ancient Near East, symbolizing both life and death and poison and healing.

By examining the context of the bronze serpent, known later as Nehushtan, alongside
ancient serpent motifs and their transformation in biblical theology, we uncover a thread
of divine communication that stretches from the desert of Sinai to the hill of Calvary.
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