4. SPEARNET

ﬂ'l‘& Living as Bereans

The Reliability of Scripture: A Biblical, Historical, and Textual Case for
Trusting God’s Word

Introduction

The reliability of Scripture stands as a central pillar of the Christian faith because every
doctrine, promise, and redemptive truth depends on the trustworthiness of the biblical
text. Scripture affirms both divine inspiration and preservation, declaring that “the word
of the LORD endureth for ever” (1 Peter 1:25) and that “all scripture is given by inspiration
of God” (2 Timothy 3:16). Yet thoughtful believers also recognize the value of examining
evidences—nbiblical, historical, archaeological, and textual—that confirm the Bible’s
authenticity. This study explores evidence demonstrating that the Scriptures we hold
today faithfully preserve the revelation God intended from the beginning, standing as a
lamp unto the believer’s path (Psalm 119:105).

The Internal Witness of Scripture: Divine Inspiration and Unity

The Bible consistently testifies to its own divine origin, teaching that its writings are “God-
breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). Unlike human literature, the biblical text emerged over
approximately 1,500 years through more than forty authors and yet maintains remarkable
unity. Despite differences in time, geography, culture, and authorial background, Scripture
presents a coherent narrative centered on God’s redemptive purpose in Christ (Luke
24:44). This unity is complex to explain apart from divine authorship. If the Bible were
merely a human creation, contradictions and competing theological viewpoints would
dominate the text, yet its message remains consistent across centuries. Jesus affirmed the
enduring nature of Scripture, promising that His words would not pass away (Matthew
24:35). The internal witness invites believers to trust Scripture as the authoritative and
infallible revelation of God’s will, grounded in divine consistency and preservation.

Archaeological Corroboration: Confirming Biblical History

Modern archaeology consistently reinforces the historical credibility of the Bible.
Numerous discoveries from the ancient Near East align with biblical narratives, offering
independent confirmation of people, places, and events recorded in Scripture. The
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, with manuscripts dating over two millennia,
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demonstrates extraordinary accuracy in textual preservation, especially in books such as
Isaiah and Psalms. Additional finds, such as the Tel Dan inscription referencing the House
of David, the Moabite Stone, the ruins of Jericho, and widespread evidence of the Hittite
empire, support the historical framework presented in Scripture. Archaeological layers
confirming the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem closely reflect Jeremiah’s record
(Jeremiah 52). While archaeology cannot verify every individual detail, it consistently
affirms the Bible’s historical reliability and grounds its narrative in verifiable events.

Textual Transmission: The Preservation of God’s Word

The Bible’'s manuscript tradition reflects exceptional textual reliability. The New
Testament, supported by more than 5,800 Greek manuscripts and thousands of early
translations and quotations from church fathers, surpasses all other ancient literature in
both quantity and proximity to the originals. Early manuscripts such as the John Rylands
Papyrus (circa AD 125) appear within a single generation of the apostolic writings.
Likewise, the Old Testament was preserved with extraordinary care by Jewish scribes who
maintained strict copying standards. The consistency between the Masoretic Text, the
Septuagint, and the Dead Sea Scrolls further confirms the stability of Scripture over
centuries. This preservation aligns with the biblical promise that God would protect His
Word (Psalm 12:6-7) and assures believers that the Scriptures today accurately reflect the
inspired originals.

Prophecy: Evidence of Divine Foreknowledge

The fulfillment of biblical prophecy stands as one of the strongest pieces of evidence of
divine authorship. Scripture contains numerous predictions concerning nations, historical
events, and the coming of the Messiah. Prophecies about Christ’s life, mission, suffering,
and birthplace, such as those found in Isaiah 53 and Micah 5:2, find precise fulfillment in
the New Testament accounts. Jesus also foretold the destruction of Jerusalem (Luke
21:20-24), which was fulfilled in AD 70, and prophetic passages such as Deuteronomy 28
and Ezekiel 37 describe Israel’s scattering and regathering, events borne out across
centuries. Predictions concerning ancient empires, including Babylon, Persia, and Greece,
were fulfilled exactly as recorded. No other religious text contains such a broad and
verifiable prophetic record, demonstrating that the Bible reflects divine knowledge of
future events.

The Transformative Power of Scripture
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Beyond historical and textual evidence, Scripture authenticates itself through its
transformative influence on individuals and societies. The Word of God is described as
living and powerful (Hebrews 4:12), actively at work in the hearts of believers. Throughout
history, Scripture has shaped moral values, guided righteous living, convicted individuals
of sin, and brought hope to the broken. The gospel’s transformative effect, as Paul
describes in Romans 1:16, reflects divine power rather than human invention. This
internal, experiential evidence further confirms the Bible as God'’s living Word.

Conclusion

The reliability of Scripture rests upon several converging evidences: the Bible's internal
unity and divine claims, its archaeological corroboration, unparalleled manuscript
preservation, fulfilled prophecy, and its ongoing power to transform lives. Together, these
form a strong foundation for trusting the Scriptures as the inspired and enduring Word of
God. Jesus taught that God’s Word will not pass away, and believers are called to search
the Scriptures with confidence, knowing that they reveal truth from the beginning (Psalm
119:160; John 5:39).
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