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Global Watch Daily - November 21, 2025

A concise summary of major developments in Israel and the world through a grounded
Christian worldview.

Global Watch Daily - November 21, 2025
Israel & Jerusalem

In a disturbing development, an anonymous website has reportedly offered a bounty of
$100,000 for the assassination of top Israeli research academics, raising concerns about
targeted violence against Israel’s intellectual community (Times of Israel). Meanwhile, the
European Union has increased its financial support to the Palestinian Authority, linking aid
to reforms aimed at rebuilding Gaza, signaling international efforts to stabilize the region
following recent conflicts (Times of Israel). However, the situation remains tense as a
crowd outside a New York City synagogue chanted death threats, highlighting ongoing
antisemitism and communal tensions abroad (Times of Israel).

Protesters chanting “Death to the IDF” have drawn attention to the volatile atmosphere
surrounding Israel’s military actions. At the same time, some commentators have
guestioned the appropriateness of certain synagogue events amidst these tensions (
Israel365 News). In France, efforts to combat antisemitism took a symbolic turn with the
promotion of Alfred Dreyfus’s legacy 130 years after his wrongful conviction, though
debate continues over whether such gestures are sufficient (Israel365 News). Additionally,
a new study has revived interest in the biblical landscape of the Carmel Plain, once filled
with migratory birds, connecting modern research with ancient scriptural contexts (
Israel365 News).

The reconstruction of Gaza remains a complex challenge, with detailed planning needed to
address the region’s infrastructure and humanitarian needs (JNS). The city of Netanya is
mourning the loss of its longtime mayor, Miriam Feirberg-lkar, whose leadership was
widely respected (JNS). On a global scale, mayors from around the world gathered in Paris
to discuss strategies to combat rising antisemitism, reflecting international concern over
this persistent issue (JNS).

In regional security news, the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) issued an evacuation order for
Tehran ahead of planned strikes, signaling heightened military alertness (Jerusalem Post).
The Israeli Defense Ministry also announced a military exercise on Highway 35, scheduled

Page 1
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved
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https://www.jns.org/reconstructing-gaza-the-devil-is-in-the-detail/
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https://www.jns.org/world-mayors-gather-in-paris-to-combat-antisemitism/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-857933
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for Sunday afternoon, aimed at readiness and strategic positioning (Jerusalem Post).

Wars & Security (Israel and Region)

Israeli Prime Minister and senior officials recently visited the buffer zone in southern Syria,
a region critical to Israel’s security, as diplomatic talks between Israel and Syria have
stalled with no immediate resolution in sight (Long War Journal). Hamas has publicly
rejected a United Nations Security Council vote that endorsed key aspects of a 20-point
plan for Gaza, maintaining its opposition to international proposals for the region’s
governance and reconstruction (Long War Journal).

Israeli military operations against Hezbollah in Lebanon have continued, with detailed
reports covering activities from November 10 to 16, 2025, underscoring ongoing tensions
along Israel’s northern border (Long War Journal). Meanwhile, Iran faces increasing internal
and external pressures, with analysts comparing its current challenges to the collapse of
the Soviet Union, suggesting a potential reckoning for the regime (Foundation for Defense
of Democracies). The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) recently passed a
resolution demanding detailed information on the status of Iranian nuclear sites and its
stockpile of enriched uranium, reflecting global concerns about nuclear proliferation (
Foundation for Defense of Democracies).

The Syrian government condemned the Israeli Prime Minister’s visit to troops in southern
Syria, viewing it as a provocative act amid the fragile regional dynamics (Foundation for
Defense of Democracies).

Apostasy & Religious Developments

Pastors and church leaders have expressed concern over viral warnings about planned
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids on churches, which have caused unease
within religious communities about potential government actions (Religion News Service).
In Texas, a Muslim civil rights group has filed a lawsuit against the state governor following
accusations labeling the group as terrorists, highlighting ongoing religious and political
tensions (Religion News Service).

In cultural developments, the current number one Christian music artist has been noted
for lacking a traditional soulfulness in their work, sparking discussions about contemporary
Christian music trends (Christianity Today). Meanwhile, a revival event hosted by UniteUS
at Clemson University attracted 6,000 students, demonstrating significant youth
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engagement with the Christian faith and spiritual renewal (Crosswalk).

Reports from the persecuted church include the story of a woman who found refuge in an
orphanage after being rescued from captivity by the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), a
militant group in Central Africa (International Christian Concern). Nigerian Christian
leaders have also called for U.S. intervention as atrocities against believers reportedly
worsen in the region (International Christian Concern). Additionally, in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, the government and the M23 rebel group have agreed on an initial
peace framework, offering a potential path toward stability (International Christian
Concern).

Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering

Recent scientific advances include the development of a tiny microneedle patch that
significantly improves recovery following heart attacks, representing a promising
innovation in medical treatment (Science Daily). Researchers have also successfully grown
a miniature human “blood factory” that functions effectively, potentially revolutionizing
blood supply and transfusion medicine (Science Daily).

In the realm of pharmaceutical development, artificial intelligence has been employed to
optimize the extraction of biologically active compounds from Phylloporia ribis, enhancing
the efficacy of natural products (Nature). Additionally, new methodologies for monitoring
glycosylated subunit vaccines have been introduced, improving vaccine quality control (
Nature).

Pestilence & Global Health

Scientists have uncovered a tiny ancient virus that reveals secrets potentially valuable for
combating antibiotic-resistant superbugs, offering hope for new antimicrobial strategies (
Science Daily). Meanwhile, strange microscopic structures have been identified in the
blood of Long COVID patients, helping to understand this complex post-viral condition (
Science Daily).

Historical research has clarified misconceptions about the Black Death, revealing how a
14th-century story misled the world about the nature of the plague (Science Daily). The
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control has released its annual
epidemiological report on zoonotic influenza for 2023, providing data critical for
monitoring and preventing outbreaks (ECDC).
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Natural Disasters & Signs in the Heavens

The Ibu Volcano recently erupted, with the latest volcanic ash advisory issued on
November 21, 2025, indicating ongoing volcanic activity that may affect nearby
populations and air travel (Volcano Discovery). Earthquake activity has also been recorded
in California, including a magnitude 2.0 quake near Guerneville and more minor tremors
near The Geysers geothermal area, reflecting continued seismic activity in the region (
USGS).

NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope is currently seeking star clusters in a so-called “lost
galaxy,” aiming to deepen understanding of galactic formation and evolution (NASA).
Additionally, the Europa Clipper spacecraft has captured images of Uranus using its star
tracker camera, contributing to planetary science and exploration (NASA).

Global Macro & Geopolitics

Former U.S. President Donald Trump has released a new peace plan aimed at resolving the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, outlining proposals for a ceasefire and negotiations (Politico).
Ahead of Sweden’s 2026 elections, authorities are preparing for potential cyberattacks
targeting the electoral process, reflecting concerns about election security in the digital
age (Politico).

In Serbia, President Aleksandar Vuci¢ has denied allegations linking him to “sniper
tourism” during the Sarajevo siege, rejecting accusations that have stirred controversy in
the region (Politico). Egyptian students studying in Russia report pressure to either join the
Russian army or leave the country, highlighting the geopolitical strains affecting
international students (France24).

The European Union continues to push for reforms within the Palestinian Authority as part
of efforts to establish a path to stability and help end the Gaza war (France24). In a lighter
but notable event, soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo attended a meeting and dinner with
Donald Trump at the White House, drawing public attention (France24).

Britain has uncovered a money-laundering network that has been funding Russia’s war
efforts in Ukraine, part of broader international efforts to disrupt financial support for the
conflict (France24). In Nigeria, pupils were abducted from a Catholic school in a fresh
attack, continuing a troubling pattern of violence against Christians in the region (BBC).

Middle Eastern Artifacts
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Archaeologists have uncovered an Assyrian inscription dating back to the First Temple
period, providing valuable insights into the history of ancient Israel (City of David - News
in Antiquities). In the same area, the largest dam from ancient Israel was recently
uncovered, shedding light on the engineering capabilities of biblical-era societies (City of
David - News in Antiquities).

A rare gold coin belonging to Egyptian Queen Berenice Il was discovered in the City of
David, highlighting the region’s historical connections with neighboring civilizations (City
of David - News in Antiquities). Additionally, a rare coin from the Year Four Revolt was
found in Jerusalem, offering tangible evidence of the city’s tumultuous history during
periods of rebellion (City of David - News in Antiquities).

Reflection

The developments reported today reveal a world marked by conflict, resilience, and the
enduring significance of Israel and Jerusalem. The threats against Israeli academics and
the ongoing military tensions in the region underscore the fragile security situation. At the
same time, international efforts to rebuild Gaza and combat antisemitism highlight the
complex interplay of diplomacy and humanitarian concern. The discovery of ancient
artifacts reminds us of the deep historical roots of this land, connecting present challenges
with a rich biblical heritage.

Global geopolitical shifts, including peace plans for Ukraine and pressure on nations like
Iran and Syria, reflect a world grappling with instability and seeking resolution. At the
same time, the persecution of believers in various regions calls the church to remain
vigilant and compassionate. Advances in biotechnology and health sciences offer hope for
healing and restoration amid the ongoing threats of disease and global health challenges.

As believers, we are called to pray for peace in Jerusalem, protection for the persecuted
church, and wisdom for Christians navigating these turbulent times. The world’s
complexities remind us of the need for steadfast faith and courage grounded in God’s
promises.

e Pray for the peace and security of Israel and Jerusalem amid ongoing threats and
conflict.

e Pray for strength and protection for the persecuted church worldwide, especially in
regions of violent unrest.

e Pray for Christian discernment, faithfulness, and courage as believers face challenges
in a rapidly changing world.
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