
The Divided Kingdom and the Prophets

Introduction

The united monarchy of Israel reached its high point under David and Solomon. Yet the
seeds of division were sown during Solomon’s later years, when idolatry and heavy
taxation weakened the kingdom. After his death, the nation split into two: the northern
kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. This division ushered in
centuries of political instability, spiritual decline, and prophetic intervention.

The divided kingdom period is one of the most significant in biblical history. It highlights
the consequences of disobedience, the faithfulness of God in sending prophets, and the
hope of restoration even in the midst of judgment.

The Division of the Kingdom

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam succeeded him on the throne. The people
requested lighter burdens, but Rehoboam answered harshly: “My father made your yoke
heavy, and I will add to your yoke” (1 Kings 12:14). This decision triggered rebellion.

Jeroboam, once an official under Solomon, led the northern tribes to break away, forming
the kingdom of Israel. The southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, remained loyal to
Rehoboam. Thus, the once-united nation was divided: Israel in the north, with its capital
eventually located in Samaria, and Judah in the south, with Jerusalem as its capital.

The Northern Kingdom of Israel

The northern kingdom immediately fell into idolatry. Jeroboam feared that if the people
went to Jerusalem to worship, their loyalty might return to Judah. To prevent this, he made
two golden calves and set them up in Bethel and Dan, saying, “Behold thy gods, O Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kings 12:28).

This sin of Jeroboam became a pattern for all subsequent kings of the northern kingdom.
The nation never had a godly king, and it quickly spiraled into deeper rebellion. Prophets
such as Elijah, Elisha, Hosea, and Amos confronted Israel’s idolatry and injustice. Despite
warnings, the people refused to repent. In 722 B.C., the Assyrians conquered Samaria,
carrying the Israelites into exile (2 Kings 17:6).
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The Southern Kingdom of Judah

Judah, though more stable, faced its own struggles. Some kings followed the Lord, such as
Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah. Others embraced idolatry and corruption. The
prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah, among others, ministered in Judah, calling for
repentance and faithfulness to God’s covenant.

Despite moments of reform, Judah persisted in sin. God sent Babylon as judgment, leading
to the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 586 B.C. The exile marked the climax of
Judah’s unfaithfulness, yet even then God promised restoration.

The Role of the Prophets

During this period, prophets emerged as God’s messengers. They were not merely
predictors of the future but covenant enforcers. Their mission was to call people back to
obedience, warn them of judgment, and proclaim the hope of restoration.

Elijah confronted Baal worship on Mount Carmel, declaring, “The LORD, he is the
God” (1 Kings 18:39).
Elisha performed miracles that demonstrated God’s power and care for His people (2
Kings 4–6).
Isaiah proclaimed judgment on sin but also foretold the coming Messiah: “Behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son” (Isaiah 7:14).
Jeremiah warned of impending destruction yet promised a new covenant: “I will put
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts” (Jeremiah 31:33).
Hosea portrayed God’s love through his marriage to an unfaithful wife, symbolizing
Israel’s spiritual adultery (Hosea 3:1).

The prophets reveal God’s heart: holy in judgment, yet merciful and faithful to His
promises.

Idolatry and Its Consequences

Idolatry was the root cause of Israel’s downfall. Both kingdoms repeatedly turned to false
gods, often adopting the practices of surrounding nations. The prophets denounced
idolatry as spiritual adultery, likening Israel to an unfaithful spouse.
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This rebellion led to devastating consequences: defeat, exile, and the loss of God’s
presence in the temple. Yet God used even these judgments to refine His people and
prepare them for restoration.

Exile and Hope of Restoration

The exile seemed like the end of God’s promises. Assyria scattered Israel, and Judah was
carried to Babylon. Yet the prophets insisted that exile was not the final word. Ezekiel
foresaw God’s glory returning to a new temple (Ezekiel 43:2–5). Daniel envisioned
kingdoms rising and falling until the coming of God’s eternal kingdom (Daniel 7:14).

The exile underscored that God’s people could not depend solely on land, temple, or
monarchy. Their true hope was in the Messiah, who would establish an everlasting
kingdom.

Theological Themes

The divided kingdom and the prophets highlight enduring lessons:

Disobedience leads to judgment. Sin brought division, decline, and exile.
God is faithful to His covenant. Even in judgment, He preserved a remnant.
The prophets reveal God’s heart: justice against sin, mercy for the repentant.
The hope of restoration points to Christ, who fulfills the promises of a new covenant
and eternal kingdom.

Relevance for Believers

For believers today, the divided kingdom serves as a warning against the dangers of
compromise and idolatry. It calls us to wholehearted devotion to the Lord. The prophets
remind us that God still speaks through His Word, confronting sin and offering hope.

Most importantly, this period points us to Christ. He is the true King who unites God’s
people, the faithful Prophet who reveals God’s Word, and the Priest who brings us into a
covenant relationship with God.

Conclusion

The story of the divided kingdom and the prophets is one of tragedy and hope. Israel and
Judah’s unfaithfulness led to division, decline, and exile. Yet God, through the prophets,

SPEARNET
Living as Bereans

Page 3
© 2025 SpearNet | www.spearnet.org | All Rights Reserved



revealed His plan of restoration. This plan ultimately finds fulfillment in Christ, who
establishes a kingdom that will never be destroyed.
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