
Conquest and Settlement in the Promised Land

Introduction

The conquest of Canaan under Joshua represents the fulfillment of God’s promises to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. After centuries of anticipation, Israel finally entered the land
God had sworn to give them. This period, described in the book of Joshua and echoed in
Judges, is both a story of triumph and a sober reminder of the dangers of compromise.

The conquest was not merely a military expansion; it was a divine act of judgment on
the nations of Canaan and a gift of inheritance to Israel. As the Lord told Joshua: “Every
place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto
Moses” (Joshua 1:3).

This article examines Israel’s entry into the land, its battles, the renewal of its covenant,
and its struggles in settlement, highlighting the theological significance of God’s
faithfulness and Israel’s corresponding responsibility.

Preparation and Crossing the Jordan

Joshua, Moses’ successor, was commanded: “Be strong and of a good courage” (Joshua
1:6). Before the conquest began, Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground as the
priests bearing the ark stood in the river (Joshua 3:15–17).

This miraculous crossing paralleled the crossing of the Red Sea and confirmed God’s
presence with Joshua, just as He had been with Moses. A memorial of twelve stones was
set up to remind future generations of God’s power (Joshua 4:7).

The Fall of Jericho

Jericho, a fortified city, was the first significant challenge. God gave unusual instructions:
Israel was to march around the city once daily for six days, then seven times on the
seventh day, with priests blowing trumpets. When the people shouted, the walls fell flat
(Joshua 6:20).

The fall of Jericho demonstrated that victory came not by military might but by obedience
and faith in God’s power. The preservation of Rahab and her household (Joshua 6:25)
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highlighted God’s mercy to those who trusted Him.

The Sin of Achan and the Battle of Ai

Following Jericho, Israel suffered defeat at Ai due to Achan’s sin of taking devoted items
(Joshua 7:1). Once the sin was exposed and judged, Israel conquered Ai through God’s
strategy (Joshua 8:18–19).

This episode highlights the gravity of sin within the community and the importance of
holiness for achieving victory.

Covenant Renewal at Mounts Ebal and Gerizim

After victory at Ai, Joshua led Israel in a covenant renewal ceremony. Half the tribes stood
on Mount Gerizim and half on Mount Ebal as blessings and curses of the Law were read
aloud (Joshua 8:33–34).

This act emphasized that conquest was not only a military endeavor but also a spiritual
one; success in the land depended on covenant obedience.

The Gibeonite Deception

The Gibeonites tricked Israel into making a treaty by pretending to be from a distant land
(Joshua 9:4–6). Though deceived, Israel honored the covenant, showing the importance of
integrity. The incident teaches us the importance of seeking God’s guidance in all our
decisions (Joshua 9:14).

The Southern and Northern Campaigns

Joshua led campaigns against coalitions of Canaanite kings. In the south, God intervened
with hailstones and extended daylight: “The sun stood still, and the moon stayed” (Joshua
10:13). In the north, Joshua defeated a vast army with God’s help (Joshua 11:8).

These victories reinforced that the land was won by God’s power, not human strength.

Division of the Land

After the conquest, the land was divided among the tribes. Caleb received Hebron as his
inheritance (Joshua 14:13–14), a reward for his faith. The Levites received no land but
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cities, for “the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance” (Joshua 13:33).

This distribution fulfilled God’s promises to the patriarchs and organized Israel’s national
life.

Joshua’s Farewell and Covenant Renewal

At the end of his life, Joshua exhorted Israel: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve”
(Joshua 24:15). The people renewed their covenant, pledging loyalty to the Lord. Joshua’s
farewell emphasized the need for continual faithfulness.

The Era of the Judges

Despite Joshua’s leadership, the book of Judges records cycles of disobedience,
oppression, and deliverance. Israel failed to fully drive out the Canaanites, leading to
compromise and idolatry (Judges 2:11–13).

Yet God raised judges like Deborah, Gideon, and Samson to deliver His people. This period
highlights God’s mercy but also Israel’s need for a faithful king (Judges 21:25).

Theological Themes

The conquest and settlement emphasize:

God’s faithfulness: He fulfilled His promises to the patriarchs.
God’s power: Victory came by His might, not human ability.
Covenant obedience: Success in the land depended on loyalty to God.
Judgment on sin: The Canaanites’ wickedness brought divine judgment (Genesis
15:16).
Foreshadowing of Christ: Joshua (Hebrew Yehoshua, meaning “the LORD saves”)
points to Jesus, who brings the ultimate inheritance.

Conclusion

The conquest of the Promised Land was a defining moment in Israel’s history. Through
miraculous victories, covenant renewal, and settlement, God proved faithful to His word.
Yet Israel’s struggles in Judges reveal the dangers of compromise. For believers, these
events remind us of God’s faithfulness, the seriousness of obedience, and the greater
inheritance we have in Christ, who leads His people into the eternal Promised Land.
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